Oft-duplicated
formula wrecks
latest Offspring

‘Splinter’ offers the same
sounds from previous

Offspring albums despite
attempted style changes

By Ryan Nyburg
Senior Pulse Reporter

Punk rock, as a musical form, is
rather limited. After 25 years of lock-
step beats, minimalist chord pro-
gressions and endlessly aggressive
vocals, it has come to the point that
if a punk band is not consistently in-
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reason to
care about
their music.

The Off-
spring start-
ed out being just a tad more creative
than the glut of pop-punk bands
that infected radio in the late 1990s.
Quick, catchy tunes with funny
lyrics have been a punk mainstay
since the Ramones, and the Off-
spring made it their own by adding
a healthy ska influence to the equa-
tion. But after a couple multi-plat-
inum selling albums, the band
seemed to pick a format and settle
with it. 1998's “Americana” album
was an uneven mix of catchy, radio-
friendly pop and angst-ridden dirges
about emotional pain.

“Conspiracy of One,” released in
2000, offered more of the same, and
now last month's “Splinter” brings it
all back again, merely copying the
same old riffs and the same old
ideas. While repeating yourself is
hardly a sin in the music biz, prob-
lems do arise when each copy just
becomes a paler version of the origi-
nal. “Splinter” is about as pale as it
gets, bringing hardly anything new
to the mix.

The opening track, “Neocon,” sets
the tone for the rest of the album. A
minute and a half of vague state-
ments that never add up to a pur-
pose, the song finishes before it ever
really begins. The rest of the album
runs at about the same level. What
isn't anthemic angst-parades is hu-
morless frat rock like “The Worst
Hangover Ever” (which isn't as fun-
ny as it sounds). The band is at its
most pathetic when it makes at-
tempts at street cred, such as “Da

Hui,” an ode to a Hawaiian surf
brotherhood. The song falls flat, not
even meeting punk’s low standards
of originality.

To their credit, the band does at-
tempt some stylistic changes, such
as the mostly acoustic “Spare Me
the Details.” But the problem with
acoustic music is that more focus is
put on the lyrics and in this case the
band finds itself once again lacking.
Despite the sub-Steve Miller
thyming schemes (“time” and
“mind,” “eyes” and “knife"), the
story of a guy whose girlfriend
cheats on him lacks both a point
and a purpose, and the whole thing
seems like an attempt to recreate
their own damaged relationship
classic “Self Esteem.”

Probably the only worthwhile
song on the album is also the first
single, the ultra catchy “Hit That.”
With its simplistic Devo-style syn-
thesizer riff, it shows the band tak-
ing a few steps in a different direc-
tion. But the next track, “Race
Against Myself,"” jettisons any hope
that the Offspring will again be-
come interesting. That song is
merely indicative of the problems
on so many of the songs on “Splin-
ter.” The lyrics run through all the
usual depressing clichés, “I've had
all I can stand,” etc. But the angst is
never directed at anything in partic-
ular and singer Dexter Holland
seems to be depressed for no rea-
son, That doesn't require a song, it
requires Prozac.

There has long been talk, mostly
among punk rock purists, who tend
to be the worst sort of musical fas-
cists anyway, that the Offspring
have sold out and have begun pan-
dering to the market. It’s difficult to
say if this is really true, since the
band did some of their most inven-
tive work while still selling mil-
lions. They've always been a pop
band at the core. But the difference
now is that each song feels ready
for a demographic, and though the
band has grown up, their musi: is
still attempting to work for the
same age group. Now it has
stopped feeling honest and one day
people will stop listening. If their
next album is as stale as this one,
that day may not be far off.
Contact the senior pulse reporter
at ryannyburg@dailyemerald.com.
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Oregon Ballroom Dance, Room 220, Gerlinger
Hall, 7:30 p.m-11:30 p.m.

Survival Center lecture, Room 123, Pacific Hall,
7 p.m.

e ™
advertise.
get results.
call 346-3712.
LS OREGON DAILY EMERALD T

— POPPi‘'s —

“The Land East”
Traditional
Greek & Indian Food

Lunch
Monday through Saturday

Dinner
7 Nights a Week

992 Willamette
Eugene, Or 97401
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NEw OLD TIME CHALUTAURDUA PRESENTES

A Vaudeville Extravaganza

Ry h S

Featuring

THE FLYING
bROTIERI

Sunday, January 11 * 7:00 PMm -

EMU Baliroom
University of Oregon

$15 general
$9 kids, seniors, disabled

Tickets at the EMU Box Office

JUGGLING AND CHEAP THEATRICS

Jim Page - Song singer
Amanda Starr - Aerial artist
Joey Pipia - Magician

extraordinaire
The Fighting Instruments of
Karma - Musical Mayhem
And much, much more

OUTDOOR CLOTHINC& EQUIPMENT LIQUIDATION

SAVE

ONLY AT THE LANE
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

0%

OFF NAME BRAND
MERCHANDISE

CLOTHING

KIDS COLUMBIA
SKI CLOTHES
NOW 40% OFF

COLUMBIA & WOOLRICH
FLANNEL SHIRTS

REG. TO $45.00

NOW $30

ALL SUMMER CLOTHES
INCLUDING TECHNICAL
GEAR FROM PATAGONIA,
PRANA, KAVU AND
ROYAL ROBBINS

NOW 50% OFF

ALL MARMOT
OUTERWEAR
NOW 35% OFF

MOUNTAIN HARDWEAR
SELECTED OUTERWEAR
NOW 30% OFF

DAYPACKS

Choose from an amaglng
selection of Daypack b
from famous M makers
North Face,

& Columbia!

UPTO

CLOTHING

COLUMBIA SKI JACKETS
AND PANTS
NOW 30% TO 50% OFF

POLYPRO UNDERWEAR
REG. $26.00 NOW $10

SELECTED 200 WEIGHT
FLEECE JACKETS
REG. $100.00 NOW $60

SELECTED PATAGONIA
NOW 30% OFF

CLOTHING

NORTH FACE
SELECTED OUTERWEAR
NOW 30% OFF

ONE GROUP
MANZELLA GLOVES
NOW 50% OFF

FOOTWEAR |

MONTRAIL TOUGH
HIKING FOOTWEAR

NOW 20% TO 50% OFF
(SMALL SIZES AVAILABLE)
FACTORY REP. ON HAND

SELECTED MODELS OF:
MERRELL, TIMBERLAND,
MONTRAIL, SALOMON,
COLUMBIA, TEVA & MORE.

CAMPING /

CASCADE DESIGNS
THERMAREST PADS
NOW 30% OFF

WIGWAM WOOL SOCKS
(SLIGHTLY IR)

REG. $10.00

NOW $5.00

OR 5 PAIR FOR $20

FLEECE BLANKETS
REG. $40.00
NOW $20

HEAVY WEIGHT
CHAMOIS SHIRTS
REG. TO $40.00
NOW $20 OR
3 FOR $50

PENDLETON
SHIRTS AND
BLANKETS
NOW 30% OFF

SIERRA DESIGNS
TENTS & SLEEPING BAGS
NOW 30% OFF

LIMITED TO STOCK AT FAIRGROUNDS LOCATION ONLY.
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