
Christmas tree options 
span from forests to lots 
Local groups provide an array of ways 
to find a Christmas tree this season 

By Aimee Rudin 
Freelance Editor 

Maybe it's the scent that winds its way 
through the house, becoming entangled in the 
smells of baking and frozen winter breezes. 
Maybe it's the lights twinkling among the 
branches like stars fallen to earth. 

Whatever it is, for millions of people 
around the world, a Christmas tree embodies 
the holiday season. And just like people, trees 
come from different places in a variety of 
shapes and sizes. 

Some trees are short and dumpy, resembling 
mushrooms more than evergreens. Others are 

lanky, stretched out and long with branches that 
look like they could hold up the heavens. 

The finding of the tree is often a holiday tra- 
dition that varies from one household to anoth- 
er, and for many people where they get their tree 
is just as important as what it looks like. 

Many community groups, schools and or- 

ganizations sell trees in parking lots during 
the holiday season to raise money for projects 
and programs. 

The O'Hara Catholic School, located at 715 
W. 18th Ave., has been selling Christmas trees 
in their parking lot for more than 20 years. 

"We have the best Noble firs in town," Marie 
O'Grady, a parent volunteer, said as she 
reached out and grabbed a branch of a large 
bushy tree. "You could go to every lot in town 
and you won't see trees as perfect as these. 
These branches will hold all your ornaments." 

The O'Hara lot also sells Grand and Dou- 
glas firs, but O'Grady said Nobles are by far the 
most popular tree. 

"These trees have been groomed to have thick 
branches," she said. "They come from a tree 
farm where they are replenished every year." 

Prices start at about $20 a tree and increase 
with the size of the tree. All trees are accompa- 
nied by a coupon book valued at $50. Volun- 
teers bundle and load trees for buyers. There 
are also heaters and hot cider on hand for any- 
one who might be chilled by holiday breezes. 

Tree lots offer convenience and comfort, but 
some holiday enthusiasts may want a little more 

variety than what many lots have to offer. 

Tree farms offer visitors a chance to pick out 
and ait down their own tree without having to 
conduct a forest-wide search. These farms are 

often privately owned and managed by fami- 
lies who tend to the trees themselves. 

At the Pepiot Tree Farm on Highway 126 

just outside of Leaburg, Howard Pepiot and 
his wife, Virginia, care for 1,200 trees. Each 
year about 200 of their trees are cut during the 
holiday season. 

"Our season runs pretty much from the day 
after Thanksgiving to a few days before Christ- 
mas," Pepiot said. "It seems like the weekend 
before Christmas is always the last of the msh 
for trees." 

They grow five different varieties of fir trees 
on the Pepiot farm: Nobles, Douglas, Frasier, 
Nordman and Grand. However, only the No- 
bles, Douglas and a few of the Frasier firs are 

ready to be cut this season. 

"We replant each year," Pepiot said. "Most 
people like the bigger trees so we have to give 
them time to grow." 

Douglas fir is the primary and often the 
most popular tree at Pepiot's, but many peo- 
ple also favor the Noble. For people looking 
for an alternative to a tree, or just a little more 

holiday decoration, wreaths ranging in size 
from about eight to 20 inches in diameter are 

also available. 

"We go up above 4,000 feet in mid-October 
to get tlie boughs to make the wreaths with," 
Pepiot said. "They'll last until February; in fact 
some people keep them hanging 'til Easter." 

Wreaths vary in cost from about $ 14 to $20, 
depending on size. Douglas fir trees cost $ 18 
a piece regardless of size, and Nobles range in 
price from $20 to $60. 

The trees at tree lots and on farms are spe- 
cially grown for Christmas. This can result in 
a somewhat homogenous look to the trees. 
For a truly unique look, shoppers may want to 
venture onto National Forest Land. 

Christmas tree permits are for sale through 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Ser- 
vice for $5 a piece with a limit of five trees per 
household. Pennits are specific to a certain area 

and can be obtained at most ranger stations. 
"When you go out to get your own tree, you 

know it's fresh," said Greg Koester, a frontliner 
at the Willamette National Forest Supervisor's 

Turn to TREES, page 8C 

SANTA 
continued from page 5C 
"We headed right back to find my living room 

filled with presents. To this day, 1 still have no 

explanation for this phenomenon." 
Not all students have experienced Christmas 

magic, however. 

University senior Will Lowe learned Santa 
Claus did not exist at a relatively young age, 
and his views have not changed with age. 

"My dad came into my room in the middle 
of the night in a Santa suit and gave me a 

present," Lowe said. "I found the suit in a bag 
the next day." 

Junior journalism major Erik Peterson re- 

ceived a direct explanation about the existence 
of Santa from his father after a Christmas re- 

lated slip of the tongue. 
"1 got a Sega Genesis, and I asked my par- 

ents for some money to get candy and my 
Dad was like, 'What the heck, we just got you 
a Sega'," he said. "I asked, 'I thought Santa 
made it,' and he explained that Santa did not 

really exist." 

Aron Glatzer is a freelance reporter 
for the Emerald. 

181 E Broadway • Downtown Eugene 
WIJC Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5 

THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE 342.6107.www.footwise.com 
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You define the family... 
we provide the food ... 

Join us for our 

unique, affordable 
merranean feast. iNiU 

2435 Hilyard ► 684-8400 ► www.iraila.com 
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We ship 
everything but 

the student. 

Campus Special 
15% off all shipping 

6 months FREE 
with 

6 months rental 
Good at 13th & High Street PakMail location only. • 343-1313 

Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Must mention ad. 

fEmetald 
Laundromat 

ALWAYS CLEAN 
165 E. 17th St. 
(Behind Safeway & Hirons) 
Open: 7am-llpm daily 

Come to the most energy 
efficient laundromat in Lane County. 
We've installed the best washers ever made with reverse action 
to provide you the cleanest, brightest, whitest wash ever! When 
you want the best wash, use our coin laundry, our special 
washers and our dryers! 

Always Low Prices 
• All “Cold Water” washes reduced 250. That’s only 

$1.25 per wash for the double loaders. 
• Fully attended. Clean restrooms. 

• All dryers 250 for 10 minutes. 
• All Wascomat washers FREE extra extraction 

cycle (normally 250). 

tin Let us help you _ 

W Make your own 

unique gifts 
for the holidays.^'Vs 

From $5-$500 

with $5 
purchase 
Harlequin 

Beads & Jewelry 
Holiday Hours: 10—6 Monday-Saturday • 12-6 Sunday 

1016 Willamette ♦ 683-5903 ♦ www.harlequinbeads.com 


