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Civil War history marked
by close games, tension

Five Civil War games have
highlighted the tradition and
rivalry between the schools

By Scott Archer
Sports Freelancer

Listed below are the Civil War
games that were down to the wire,
hard-fought and rich in tradition; be-
low are the best five games in the Civil
War's history.

1964: Oregon State 7,
Oregon 6
It was a game with bowl implica-
tions on the line. Oregon brought its
7-1 record into Parker Stadium
against Oregon State and its 7-2
record.

Oregon had a 95-yard, nine-play
drive that led to a touchdown. But
Oregon had its extra point blocked,
which proved to be costly.

With 5:43 left and the ball on the
Oregon 43-yard line, Oregon State
drove the field to score on a 3rd-and-
goal with inches to go to tie the score,
6-6.

An Oregon State extra point made
the score 7-6 with 57 seconds remain-
ing in the game.

The “Webfoots” responded and
moved to Oregon State’s 38-yard line,
where Oregon missed a 55-yard field
goal.

The win sent Oregon State to the
Rose Bowl. Oregon State ended the
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season 8-2, while Oregon finished 7-2.

1983: Oregon 0,
Oregon State 0

While this game lives more in in-
famy than in prestige, the “Toilet
bowl” cannot be left out of any con-
versations regarding the Civil War.

Oregon had a young Chris Miller as
quarterback, in only his third start,
and future NFL offensive lineman
Gary Zimmerman in its lineup. All in
all, the game featured 11 turnovers
and four missed field goals.

Many of the players were recorded
afterward as saying nobody wanted to
win the game. Oregon had won eight
consecutive Civil War games.

The Ducks finished the 1983 sea-
son with a record of 4-6-1, while the
Beavers finished 3-3-1.

1994: Oregon 17,
Oregon State 13

Oregon finished the season 9-3 and
clinched the Pac-10s spot in the Rose
Bowl. The team hadn‘t been to the
Rose Bowl in 37 years. It was Oregon’s
first nine-win season since 1948.

“A nine-win season — there have
not been a lot of those in Oregon
football history, “ former Oregon
head coach Rich Brooks said after the
game. “I think this team has etched it-
self into the history books at the Uni-
versity of Oregon.”

With 3:57 left in the game and Ore-
gon down, 13-10, the Ducks faced a
3rd-and-7 on the Beavers’ 36-yard
line. The Ducks moved up the field to
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the Beaver 19-yard line, where quar-
terback Danny O’Neil hit tailback
Dino Philyaw, who went untouched
for his second touchdown on the day.
It was a come-from-behind victory
that propelled the team into the Rose
Bowl.

“I have been waiting for this oppor-
tunity all year,” Philyaw said. “To
make the winning touchdown and to
make a difference. Fortunately, it
came in the biggest game of the year.”

1998: Oregon State 44,
Oregon 41

No. 15 Oregon traveled to Parker
Stadium against a Beaver team that
had not beaten Oregon since 1993,
The 4-6 Beavers squared off against
the 8-2 Ducks in a game that featured
a two-overtime thriller.

Oregon State fans rushed the field
in the first overtime assuming Oregon
State had won the game, when on a
4th-and-12 from the 27-yard line, an
Akili Smith pass to Tony Hartley was
incomplete.

Fans had to be removed from the
field as officials flagged Oregon State
for pass interference. Oregon then was
able to find the end zone and sent the
game into a second overtime with the
game tied, 38-38.

Oregon stalled there, but another
pass interference call led to Oregon
completing five-straight passes. The
Ducks, however, settled for a field
goal.

Oregon State received the ball on
the second play and the Beavers’ Ken
Simonton ran 16 yards for the game-
clinching touchdown.

The fans, this time, were allowed to
rush the field and stay.

2000: Oregon State 23,
Oregon 13

It was a game that haunted Joey
Harrington throughout his career at
Oregon. With the Pac-10 title on the
line and a subsequent trip to the Rose
Bowl, Harrington threw five intercep-
tions.

Oregon split the Pac-10 Champi-
onship with the Beavers and Huskies,

It was the most highly-touted foot-
ball game in Civil War history.

Both teams entered the contest
ranked in the nation’s top 10.

The Beavers went on to the Fiesta
Bowl and a No. 4 ranking, while Ore-
gon played in the Holiday Bowl.

It also marked the arrival of big-
time football in the state of Oregon,
with both schools reaching their his-
torical peaks within 14 months of one
another.

Scott Archer is a freelance sports writer
for the Emeraid.
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