
Clarett set to challenge NFL’s early entry rules 
Maurice Clarett said he will 
challenge the NFL for early entry; 
however, not everyone agrees 
with the tailback's decision 

By Marla Ridenour 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Even those who know 
Maurice Clarett might not understand his mo- 

tives, whether he envisions himself as a football 
pioneer or feels the clock is ticking on how 
many more hits he can take at any level. 

But the suspended Ohio State sophomore 
tailback made his most daring run Tuesday and 
filed a lawsuit against the NFL. In papers sub- 
mitted by his attorney, Alan C. Milstein, in U S. 
District Court for the Southern District of New 
York, Clarett is seeking an order allowing him 
the option to enter the 2004 NFL Draft as a 

hardship case. 

The suit also holds that the league's current 
rule that players are not eligible for the draft un- 

til three years after their high school class has 
graduated violates federal antitrust laws. Athletes 
have the opportunity to play out of high school 
in every other major professional sport. 

"Mr. Clarett's purpose in bringing the suit 
is to give him the right to use his skills and 
abilities to earn a livelihood, a right enjoyed 
by young people in virtually every other pro- 
fession," said a statement released by Mil- 
stein's office. 

Clarett's mother, Michelle, reached at home 
in Youngstown, had no comment. Michelle 
Clarett and Milstein met with NFL executives in 
Washington Monday. 

When NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue was 

asked earlier this month if he thought the league 
could win such a lawsuit, he said, "My feeling as 

commissioner is that we have a very strong case 

and that we'll win it." 
The NFL issued a statement through 

spokesman Greg Aiello. 
"We do not believe that this lawsuit serves 

the best interests of Maurice Clarett or college 
football players generally, but we look forward 
to explaining to the court both the very sound 
reasons underlying our eligibility rule and the 
legal impediments to the claim that was filed," 
Aiello said. 

The NFL Players Association said in a state- 
ment Tuesday that, under the collective bar- 
gaining agreement, it wouldn't sue or be a 

party to a suit against the league challenging 
the college draft. The association declined fur- 
ther comment. 

Clarett rushed for 1,237 yards and scored 18 
touchdowns last season as the Buckeyes went 
14-0 and won the national championship. In 
the lawsuit, Clarett claims it was "almost certain" 

he would have been taken in the first round of 
the 2003 draft had he been eligible, and he 
would have made millions of dollars in a con- 

tract and signing bonus. 

Clarett, who was a front-runner for the Heis- 
man Trophy this season, is serving a university- 
imposed suspension of at least one season for 
receiving improper benefits and lying to NCAA 
and OSU investigators. He turns 20 on Oct. 29. 

Classes begin at Ohio State Wednesday and 
Clarett is still under scholarship. Buckeyes 
Coach Jim Tressel said he expects Clarett 
to enroll. 

"1 talked to his mom last night and she said 
he was all set to begin classes," Tressel said. "As 
far as I know, he'll be in class (today)." 

But Tressel was reluctant to discuss how he 
feels about Clarett's suit. 

"I don't know really much of what's behind 
the decision," Tressel said. "I don't know if he's 
testing the waters, how he's approaching it. I re- 

ally don't have much reaction because I don't 
have much information." 

Fellow members of Clarett's class at OSU 
agreed they're not ready to play in the NFL. But 
sophomore linebacker A.J. Hawk said Clarett 
might be. 

"You can tell sometimes he's like a man 

amongst boys when he’s playing," I lawk said. 
"He's a great player. 

"He’s a grown man. I've still got years to ma- 

ture. 1 know I'm not ready for that yet. I know 
my body's not ready for anything like the NFL 
fora long time." 

Sophomore center Nick Mangold said, 'That's 
his tiling. I couldn't see myself doing it. I can't see 

myself starting for these past two games, either." 

Junior kicker Mike Nugent doesn't sound 
confident Clarett could be as dominant in 
the NFL. 

"Maurice wants to go right now," Nugent 
said. "It would be really tough to be an 18- or 

19-year old running back and go and play 
against 26- or 27-year old guys who have been 
there for six or seven years and know what the 
NFL is all about. It seems like a completely dif- 
ferent game. The jump from high school to 

college is just huge." 
Of the five OSU players selected in the 2003 

NFL Draft, only one is starting — safety Mike 
Doss with the Indianapolis Colts. 

Hawk said he agrees with the NFL's three- 
year rule. 

"Football is different," Hawk said. "It's a little 
different from basketball, there's grown men up 
in the NFL." 

But Mangold sounded interested in following 
Clarett's fight. 

"There’s two different ways to look at it," 
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Phil Mazturzo Akron Beacon Journal 

Ohio State's Maurice Clarett (seen here last season) said he will challenege the NFL’s early entry rule. 

Mangold said. "He's saying, 'Why can't 1 do it 
now when I have the opportunity?' They're say- 
ing, 'It's our organization, we're going to do 
what we want to do with it.' It should be a nice 
little clash between them." 

Defensive end Will Smith, who bypassed the 

NFL to return for his senior season, had a sim- 
ple message in support of his friend. 

"Go Maurice!" Smith said. 

(cj 2003, Akron Beacon Journal (Akron, Ohio). 
Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune 
Information Services. 
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095 PERSONALS 
Looking for Argentinian and/or 
Brazilian Individuals. Part-time 
unique paid position 684-3908 

105 TYPING/RESUME SERVICES 
At 344-0759, ROBIN is GRAD 

SCHOOL APPROVED. 30-year the- 
sis/dissertation background. Term 

papers. Full resume service. Editing. 
Laser pr. ON CAMPUS! 

115 GARAGE/MOVING SALES 
All church rummage sale 2200 Co- 
gurg Rd. Our Savior's, Sat. 8 am- 
4pm, household goods and more! 

Hide-a-bed, desk, chairs, glass & 
housewares, wall pictures, home de- 
cor items, much more. Real bar- 
gains galore! North on River Road 
to Anchor, E. to 185 Mecca. 
Sept. 26-28, 10am-5pm. 
i.. — 

115 GARAGE/MOVING SALES 

Sat. only, 9-3 4496 Shadow Wood 
(off E. Amazon, follow signs), great 
household stuff! Oak end tables... 

Moving sale at 3475 Harris St., 
Sat/Sun 9/27-28, 9 to 5. Furniture, 
TV, VCR, stereo, radios, kitchen 
stuff, men’s and women's clothes, 
laser printer, computer table, and 
morel 

Saturday September 27th 9a.m.-4 
p.m. 220 East 34th Ave. Student fur- 
niture, clothes, kitchenware. 

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
COMPARE TEXTBOOK PRICESI 

Search 24 bookstores with 1 click! 
S&H and taxes calculated. 
httD://www.bookhq.com/ 

EUR# ASIAN 
AUTOMOTIVE 

preventive maintenance specialists for 27 years 

485-8226 
3 1917 Franklin Blvd., Eugene 

www.euro-asian.com 

125 FURNITURE/APPLIANCES 
*Total Comfort* moveable affordable 
furniture. ALSO FUTONS! View 
styles at www.pillowfurniture.com 

FULL MATTRESS SET $120 
new in plastic w/warranty 

please call 501 -6599 

New Mattress Set 
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 

$135 
new in plastic w/warranty 

del. avail. 501-6599 

Queen matt/box $100, good condi- 
tion. 915-7913 

Cherry Sleighbed, solid wood, brand 
new, still in package. List $750, sac- 
rifice $295. 501-6599 

CANOPY BED $150 
Black iron. New, still in box, need to 

sell. 501-6599 

130 CARS/TRUCKS/CYCLES 
91 Chevy van conversion. Good 
shape, runs great, few repairs, as-is. 
$2300. 741-1989 or 579-1068 

67K original '85 Cadillac Cimmar- 
on. 20 miles/gal. in town. Fully load- 
ed, leather interior, excellent condi- 
tion. Bargain @ $1,850. 688-4674 

’83 BMW 528E $1650. ’80 BMW 
320i $1200. '90 Voyager van $550. 
’64 Chevy BelAir $2650.953-9940 

‘94 Acura Integra 46K mi. excel- 
lent cond. $8,000 517-9478 

145 COMPUTERS/ELECTRONICS 
Dell Dim. 4600 P4 2.4, 800MHZ, 
256 PC3200 RAM, 64MB video, 
40GIG HD, CD-RW, LAN. $550, 
302-5724 

Complete, fast, well-maintained Mac 
system w/extras. Excellent connec- 
tivity + software. Must see 485-3794 

Omega zip drive, never used, $75. 
13 USB250 zip discs $5.00 each. 
484-2942 

180 TRAVEL S LODGING 
Spring Break- sign up with Student 
Express and get FREE roundtrip 
airline tickets to over 15 interna- 
tional destinations including Aruba, 
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, 
Caribbean hot spots and more. Why 
go with anyone else? Limited offer- 
call now. Commission rep positions 
also available. 1-800-787-3787 or 
www.studentexpress.com 

185 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
Movie Extras/Models Needed 

No experience required, all looks & 
ages. Earn $100-300 a day 
1-888-820-0167 ext. U223 

190 OPPORTUNITIES 
HIRING RIVER-RAFTING GUIDES. 
Both new and experienced people 
are needed for GREAT summer jobs 
in 2004. fishing guides, too. Ages 
16+, training begins Oct. 4. Call 
now! 1-800-289-4534 

190 OPPORTUNITIES 

Bartender Positions 
Make up to $300/shift. No exp. re- 
quired. 800-806-0085 ext. 1250. 

COMPARE TEXTBOOK PRICES! 
Search 24 bookstores with 1 click! 
S&H and taxes calculated. 
http://www.bookhq.com/ 

BUYBIt BBWAKS 
The Oregon Daily Emerald assumes no 

liability for ad content or response. Ads are 
screened for illegal content and mail order 
ads must provide a sample of item for sale. 
Otherwise, ads that appear too good to be 
true, probably are. 

Respond at your own risk. 

205 HELP WANTED 
STUDENTS WANTED! 

Available at the University of Oregon 
Continuation Center- 8 positions be- 
ginning October 6, 2003 working on 
a two week phone campaign. Excel- 
lent verbal and written communica- 
tion skills a must. Applicants must 
be enrolled in an accredited educa- 
tional institution and provide docu- 
mentation of other student status. 
Pay is $7.50-8.50 per hour. Please 
fax resume to 541-346-3545 or 
email Word attachments to 
emoore@oreaon.uoregon.edu. You 
may call Elizabeth Moore at 541- 
346-0563 with questions. 
AA/EO/ADA institution committed to 
cultural diversity. 

205 HELP WANTED 
Student Assistant to the Assistant 

Director of Residence Life. $7.0C 
per/hr., 15 to 20 hrs. per week. Data 
input, document creation, publica- 
tions, office organization, confiden- 
tial information management, etc... 
Applications available at University 
Housing, Walton Hall. Position 
closes Oct 3. 

Like to write? Like to write a lot? 
Multi-faceted reporter needed foi 
coastal community weekly. If you 
can meet deadlines and accurately 
write eight to twelve stories per 
week, please send resume, referen- 
ces and clips to: Seaside Signal, 
P.O. Box 848 Seaside OR 97138. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE! 
Food Service- Part Time Student 
Positions. University of Oregon is 
seeking students (including LCC & 
HS) for part time employment in 
Food Services. Positions include 
Cashiers, Barista, Customer Serv- 
ice, Catering, Cook’s Helpers, Food 
Prep and Dishwashers. Day, nighl 
and weekend shifts available with 
hours designed to work around your 
schedule. Applicant must be enrol- 
led in an accredited educational in- 
stitution or provide documentation ot 
other student status. College stu- 
dents must provide proof of credil 
hours. Starting pay is $6.90 per hour 
plus meal benefit. Apply at Universi- 
ty Housing Main Office, Walton 
Complex (corner of 15th and Agate). 
Applications also available online al 
wwyy.housinq.uoregon.edu/abo/pdfs/ 
jobapp.pdfAA/EQ/ADA institution 
committed to cultural diversity. 


