
Commentary 

Tuition hikes to harm students 
When is enough enough? 
The answer is easy. When it comes 

to cutting grant aid for Oregon's 
neediest students and increasing tu- 
ition and fees by more than 15 per- 
cent on top of already rising tuition, 
students 
should jM jH MMMMM 

stand up for iuL I 
their right to COMMENTARY 
higher edu- 
cation ac- 

cess. In response to the article ("UO 
seeks to increase tuition, fees for 
2003-04," ODE, July 8) on the State 
Board of Higher Education modify- 
ing tuition plateaus so that fees that 
students pay will increase when they 
take more than a certain amount of 
hours, students should be outraged 
and ready to seek action before a de- 
cision is reached next Friday. Certain- 
ly, a tuition fee hike of this magni- 
tude will hit hard for many students, 
especially those who don't already re- 

ceive state and federal aid. Not only 
will it limit some students' access to 
our University, but it will make our 

University less affordable to many 
low-income students. 

There are many reasons why stu- 

dents should oppose such a plan by 
the University and the State Board of 
Higher Education. The first and most 

important is that University students 
were not informed of the changes 
when they registered for classes for fall 
term. Moreover, students were not no- 

tified that by registering for more than 
13 credits, they would be paying $20 
more for each credit. Under the pro- 
posed system, this means that students 
who want to graduate in four years will 
be charged an extra $60 per term for 
taking 16 credits. Now, that amount 

may not sound unreasonable, but on 

top of the fee increases and raised tu- 
ition for the next year, it becomes a lot 
for the unsuspecting student who was 

not counting on paying more money 
to the University. This means it will 
take students longer to graduate to 
avoid spending more per term. 

Second, the University and the 
State Board of Higher Education took 
until the summer to release this plan, 
and students who are attending the 
University in the fall have already 
made arrangements for federal and 
state aid. Grants are awarded by full- 
time status and do not take into ac- 

count the extra costs per credit that 

some students would be paying under 
the proposed policy. The Oregon Op- 
portunity Grant has been diminished 
because of funding cuts, and under 
the proposed fee increases there 
would not be additional money with- 
in the program to cover increased fees. 

The University and the State 
Board of Higher Education need to 
understand the concerns of students, 
who will be directly affected by the 
proposed tuition increases. For that, 
I urge you to write to the State Board 
of Education. Administrators need a 

reality check as to how they are af- 
fecting students, because many stu- 
dents will be affected by this pro- 
posed plan because they take classes 
during peak hours and work 
evenings to pay their tuition. 

You can drop letters off in the 
ASUO office (Suite 4, EMU), as well 
as to find out more information 
about this topic and other ways to get 
involved. It is important that we have 
many student letters so that you are 

represented at the hearing next week. 

Gabe V. Kjos, the ASUO legislative 
associate, is a junior majoring 
in planning, public policy 
and management. 

ONLINE POLL 
Each week, the Emerald publishes 
the previous week’s poll results and 
the coming week’s poll question. 
Visit www.dailyemerald.com to vote. 

Last week: Should Oregon’s non- 

legal aliens graduating from high 
school be given in-state tuition rates? 

Results: 52 total votes 

No, they should be deported 48.1 
percent or 25 votes 

No, they should still pay out-of-state 
tuition —19.2 percent or 10 votes 

Yes, they’ve lived in Oregon long 
enough, regardless of citizenship 
19.2 percent or 10 votes 

Yes, if they want education, it should 
be adequately provided -13.5 

percent or 7 votes 

This week: How do you respond 
to telemarketing phone calls? 

Choices: Politely listen and buy 
something; Politely listen and buy 
nothing; Hang up; Say something 
rude and hang up; I screen my 
phone calls; Ask for their home 
phone number; Leave me alone! 

u n i versiTY 
COMMONS 

apartments 

Now Leasing! 
CALL 338.4000 
or stop b\ our Leasing Office at 90 Commons Drive 

Open 7 days a week 

013588 

90 Commons Drive 

Furnished 1, 2 & 4 
Bedroom Apartments 

• Washer/dryer in each 
apartment 

• Close to campus 
• On bus route 

• Electronic alarm systems 
• Fully equipped kitchen 
• Private bedrooms/ 

Individual leases 
• Computer lab, copier and 

fax availability 
• Resort-like swimming 

pool 
• Basketball and volleyball 

courts 

• Superior workout 
facilities 

• Starting at $335 
• Roommate matching 

service. 

• 10 & 12 month leases 

www.capstone 
-dev.com 

Call today to ask about our ^ 

$100 off security deposit special. 
For a limited time only. 
■Bill mML 

CRAZY DATS 
sale 

SAVE 20-80% 
on discontinued styles and colors 

Friday, July 11 

through 
Sunday, July 13 

SIMPLE, CLARKS, DANSKO, TEVA AND MORE. 
LIMITED SELECTION FROM BIRKENSTOCK. 

ECCO AND MEPHISTO Vz OFF ORIGINAL PRICE 

Garage Sale 

Choose from our selection of previously worn or 

slightly flawed shoes. 
Sunday Savings 

Save an additional 20% on remaining Crazy Days 
merchandise. 

Sorry, we cannot special order shoes at the sale price, take mail or phone orders, put sale shoes 
on hold or layaway, or take returns on Crazy Day's stiles shoes 

181 E Broadway 
Downtown Eugene 

Mon Sat 10-6 and Sun 11-5 
342-6107 

FOOTWISE 
THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE 

The Salvation Army 
Clothing, Furniture, Linens, 

Beds, Housewares. 

great P^ceScreatQuality 
10% off student discount 

Stores and Donation Centers: 
2065 W 7lh Ave 1489 Mohawk 
Eugene Springfield 

118 Gateway 
Cottage Grove 

OVEN TOASTED BY TWO LOCAL GUYS! 

o 
Quiznos Sub 

TOASTED SUBS • SOUPS • SALADS 

UO Campus at 13th & Alder (Inside Starbucks) 
5th Street Public Market • Gateway Blvd. & Beltline Rd. 


