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Sciences, also has scheduled gradu-
ation ceremonies for Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday at different cam-
pus locations.

Graduation brings out different
feelings in different people.

“It’s a relief,” said senior Syd-
ney Edlund-Jermain, who is grad-
uating in anthropology and
French. “I've gotten to a point
where I'm tired of going to class.”
She said she has been looking for-
ward to graduating since the be-
ginning of the school year.

Graduating senior Andrew Kilo-
nzi, who majored in architecture,
said he also feels good about gradu-
ating, but some of the most fulfilling
aspects about college were growing
up and building relationships.

“There’s more to life than just
books — especially forming rela-
tionships and respecting those rela-
tionships,” he said.

In this year’s graduating class,
women lead the charge, with
2,241 graduates compared to
1,787 men. There is also diversity
in age, culture and background.
The youngest student receiving an
undergraduate degree is 19 years
old while the oldest is 67.

In the graduate category, the
youngest student is 22 and the

oldest is 60 years old. There are
students from 49 states and 49
countries. Out of the many who
will march to pomp and circum-
stance, 396 identify as ethnic mi-
norities, and 381 are internation-
al students.

The University also will churn
out more journalists this year —
it is the top major with 346 grad-
uates. Other popular majors
include psychology, educational
studies, English, business admin-
istration, economics, sociology,
history, political science and
international studies.

Whatever the degree, gradua-
tion is certainly the culmination
of hard-won dreams.

“If you want something, if you
really want something, if vou
work hard at it, you can get it,”
said Veronica Escudero, who is
graduating with a degree in eco-
nomies. She said college teaches
people the value of hard work.

“Be awake and take the chances
that are just there for you,” she said.

For more information on gradu-
ation, call 346-1160 or visit
http://studentlife.uoregon.edu/ecm
nemnt/sites/spring htm.

Contact the freelance editor
at ayishayahya@dailyemerald.com.

Congratulations
class of 2003!
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