Festival boasts strong
lineup despite budget

The annual event will remain
similar to previous years,
bringing back old favorites
and attracting some new acts

Aaron Shakra
Pulse Reporter

On the surface, the Willamette
Valley Folk Festival, now in its
33rd year, won'’t appear much dif-
ferent from previous years when it
returns to campus on Friday. How-
ever, what won't be as apparent
are the challenges programmers
faced this year.

UO Cultural Forum Program Di-
rector Justina Parsons-Bernstein
said while the festival’s budget has
remained a constant $15,000 in re-
cent years, costs for producing the
Folk Festival last year reached
$45,000, with additiondl money be-
ing underwritten by the Cultural
Forum. Parsons-Bernstein said she
decided coordinators should be able
to use their budgets for their own
areas of programming this year.

“I do think that the spending did
get out of hand from the past, and
it's been reigned in,” Parsons-
Bernstein said. “Support needs to
come from other entities — that’s
too heavy a bill for us.”

Folk Festival Producer Amy
Bowers said planning for the Folk
Festival has been a yearlong
process, and retaining the celebra-

tion’s familiar format — five stages
and three days — was important.

“l was kind of on a mission,”
Bowers said. “I would have disap-
pointed the community and my-
self if it was a two-day festival.”

Bowers said because she could
not reduce the costs of the festi-
val’s stage and security; it left her
with the task of having to barter
with musicians to perform for re-
duced pay or for free.

“l was kind of on a
mission. | would have
disappointed the
community and myself
if it was a two-day
festival”

Amy Bowers
Folk Festival producer

“A lot of it was negotiating with
musicians,” she said. “As far as
stage and security, you can't really
adjust that.”

Parsons-Bernstein said she was
confident in this year’s lineup of
performers. She mentioned two
groups specifically: Solo Dos en Ti-
juana, performing on Friday at 8:30
p-m. on the main stage, who she de-
scribed as “Tom Waits-ian”; and the
Kathak Indian Dancers, whose style
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serves as the underpinning of fla-
menco, performing on Saturday at 5
p.m. on the main stage.

Variety band The Sugar Beets
will close out on Saturday, per-
forming at 9 p.m. on the main
stage. The Sugar Beets have played
at the Folk Festival for a number
of years. Drummer Brian West, the
band’s newest member, said it is
important for the group to have
something fresh and exeiting to
play each year.

“Even though we've done it for
many Yyears, its all we think
about,” West said. “We don’t want
it to be the same band every year.”

West hinted at the possibility of
the band members wearing cos-
tumes and said he hopes festival-
goers will check out the indoor
events — such as those in The
Buzz Coffeehouse — because the
Folk Festival isn’t all about the
main stage. The Eugene Weekly
printed the Folk Festival schedule
free of charge, and radio-station
KLCC is broadcasting music.

Bowers said although this year’s
scant budget may create difficul-
ties for next year’s festival plan-
ning, she remains optimistic.

“It’s going to be tough — you've
just got to be resourceful,” she said.
“Hopefully, everything works out.”

BUFFALOEXCHA

131 E. 5th Ave (between Dak & Pearl)

501 Folk?

Why, yes we do! The finest local
and regional folk acts appear every
Saturday on the Market Stage. Add
in superb shopping from local
artisans and fabulous food made
fresh on site and you've got a great
way to spend any Saturday...

Svidvelay T

Local Crafts * Great Food * Live Entertalnment
Saturday * 10 am - 5 pm * Rain or Shine « 8th & Oak

www.eugenesaturdaymarket.org

Contact the Pulse reporter
at aaronshakra@dailyemerald.com.
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