Nation & world briefing

Iraq psychiatric patients
still suffer from looting

Bill Glauber
Chicago Tribune (KRT)

BAGHDAD, Iraq — When looters
sacked the Al Rashad Psychiatric
Hospital, they stole drugs, medical
equipment, air conditioners, kitchen
supplies, food, fans, mattresses, even
the toilets and sinks.

Then the thieves comm
last grievous act: ',l;h
hospital gates

themselves omngl%dad's streets.
Nearly 300 patients stayed behind.
They live in squaler, with tio running

water and electricity and diminishing

supplies of psychiatric |

were recently retrieved &ombw;m

who left them at a nearby mosque.
On Sunday morning, fh

patients stood behind a gawln,a‘

compound and received a breakfast
of tea served from a buck ;
bread and a cigarette each. Most
were barefoot and dressed in dirty
nightgowns. Some wore dirty old
sport coats over their gowns.
One man walked around naked.
Flies swarmed everywhere. The
smell of human waste filled the air.
“This was once one of the best
hospitals in the Middle East,” said
Mohammed Abdul Sattar, the
hospital's pharmacist. “Now; this is all
we have left. We need everything. We
need to fix the destruction. We need
drugs. We need food. We need water.”
Workers from the International
Committee of the Red Cross arrived

“floor or on the rusty springs.

its of

last week to assess the damage.
They brought in a generator and a
small supply of bags of water.

But it could take many weeks, if
not months, to restore the hospital
and round up the missing patients.

Only a few of the hospital build-
mgs are usable. The male patients

inaone-story ward; women are

Many of the male | patients do not
ave mattresses for their beds, litied
1t to a room. They sleep on the

reston concreteseats,
In the afternoon, many men sa

a daze thmgh an

d : e
yard., Somhglpedferryaloﬂminé

blankets to a washroom. Othm-a
washed the concretefloor.
In the women's ward, lunch was
cooked in two large pots over a wood
fire in a courtyard. The women sat

. on their haunches and used their

" hands to scoop boﬂedr‘ice and sauce
frombowls.

The looting ociémed aftér April 8
when, accordmgtathe hospital staff,
U.S. forces arrived at the site, goug-
ing a hole through a wall. The sol-
diers apparently crossed the hospi-
tal grounds to get to a nearby Baath
Party headquarters and juvenile
prison. Iraqi soldiers were on duty at
the hospital, but apparently fled,
leaving their weapons,

Staff said some looters followed in
the wake of U.S. troops while others
entered the front gate.

“The American troops thought
there was a prison underground,”

said Ahmed Abdul Karim, 53, 2a med-
ical technician.

* Karim said that the staff asked

the troops to stop the looting but
that they refused.

“I blame the American troops,”
Karimsaid. “The troops that entered
here had to take care of the hospital
and not leave it for the thieves.”

Staff members and some patients
said they believed local people from
around the area participated in the
looting, It was unclear whether hun-
dreds or more than 1,000 people
were involved.
 Hagop Ouzounian, an English-
D patient who said he was ed-

~ ueated in the United States, said
thieves entered one of the wards,

stole all theitems and beat a staff
memberwho resisted.

He sazd the patlent.s were then

Ietwt. : :_'

During the Iootmg, there were

. "afso four reported rapes, according
to the hospital staff, one in the hos-
“pital and three outside after pa-

tientsfled the grounds.

One victim was.a frail woman
named Aliaya, whe ‘wore a dirty
turquoise gown and had dark circles
beneath hereyes. Shesaid she was 16
but appeared to be in her mid-40s.

Aliaya said three men assaulted
her, including one who had a gun.

“He told me he would shoot me,”
she said.

Aliaya is back at the hospital,
though there is little hospital left to
help her.

“We can’t explain the disaster
that happened here,” said Karim,
the medical technician. “Everything
is destroyed.”
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for the 2003/2004 Academic Year

The ASUO Women's Center is a community of
women dedicated to creating the best educational
and working environment for the women at the
University of Orégon. From public relations and event
planning to visual design and newsletter editing,
offer a variety of opportunities for you to gain
valuable skills while creating positive change in
your community.

are currently
ants for the

1 9 Coordinators and 5 Office

Coordinator positions receiv
Office Assistants are paid $7.

5 |nn1|II1I\ stipend.
/hour (workstudy
only). Open Coordinator positions are:

e Education & Outreach
* Women in Transition
* LGBT Issues

* Diversity
e Events
* Public Relations
* Visual Design e Siren Editor-in-Chief
e Sexual Violence Prevention & Education
Applications and job descriptions for all positions
ailable in the Women's Center, Suite 3, EMU.
Women's Center is an AA/EOE/ADA employer.
: ications until positions filled.
Application review begins at 9 AM on April 29, 2003.

Christa
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#* Making Your Tuition Bill Clearer
#* Promoting Student Events
# Improving Lighting for a Safer UO

#*Implementing a Universal Food Point System

ASUQO Executiv

Check out our website at http://gladstone.uoregon.edu/~gbae for more information

Vote on DuckWeb Today ~ Wednesday

Paid for by Christa and Greg for ASUO Exec




