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U.S. soldiers, Kurds 
killed by friendly fire 
Mark McDonald and Ken Dilanian 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 

IRBIL, Iraq—In the latest “friendly 
fire” episode of the Iraq war, American 
planes apparendy fired by mistake on 

friendly Kurdish guerrillas and U.S. 
Special Forces soldiers on Sunday, 
killing at least 18 Kurdish fighters and 
injuring about 80 people. 

Four Americans also were believed 
to have died in the attack. U.S. officers 
from the 173rd Airborne Brigade at 
Bashur airfield in northern Iraq said 
American Special Forces soldiers were 

killed, but would not give details. 
Also killed was a translator for the 

British Broadcasting Corp., Kamran 
Abdul Razzaq. 

The U.S. Central Command said in 
a brief statement: “Coalition aircraft 
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were conducting close air support mis- 
sions at the time, and were in coordi- 
nation with ground forces. The cir- 
cumstances contributing to the 
incident are under investigation. 

Wagih Barzani, the Kurdish spe- 
cial forces commander and the 
younger brother of the powerful 
Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, 
was critically injured. 

Barzani was flown by helicopter to 
Bashur airfield, where he was treated 
and evacuated to a military hospital in 

Germany. He was in stable but serious 
condition with a shrapnel injury to the 
brain, said Lt. Col. Harry Stinger, the 
commander of the 250th Forward Sur- 
gical Team. 

In an interview with Knight Ridder 
on March 29, Barzani said his forces 
were at U.S. disposal in the fight to oust 
Saddam Hussein. 

“Anything the Americans need, we 

are ready to provide,” he said, and 
promptly invited an American re- 

porter to sit for a lunch of rice, bread 
and fish. 

The “friendly fire” incident oc- 

curred near Dibakan, a town recently 
liberated by Kurdish guerrillas about 
30 miles southeast of Mosul, Iraq’s 

third-largestcity. 
A group of some 18 vehicles in the 

American and Kurdish convoy, includ- 
ing military transports and journalists’ 
vans, was making its way to Dibakan 
when the commander of the U.S. team 

reportedly stopped to call in an air 
strike. It was believed he had seen an 

Iraqi tank that had taigeted the convoy. 
BBC “World Affairs” editor John 

Simpson, who was in the convoy, said 
he saw two U.S. F-14 jets come in low 
over the convoy. What followed, he 
said, was “every type of horror.” 

“I saw the bomb coming out of one 

of the planes, just one bomb and then 
extraordinarily I saw it as it came down 
beside me,” he said. “It was painted 
white and red and it crashed into the 
ground about 10 yards from where I 
was standing.” 

Several of the vehicles had been car- 

rying ammunition and rockets, which 
later exploded in the fires caused by 
the bombing. TV footage of the scene 

showed a dozen hulks of cars and 
trucks lying burned and twisted along 
the road. 

© 2003, Knight Ridder/Tribune 
Information Services. McDonald 
reported from Irbil; Dilanian from Bashur. 

Soldiers fall sick; 
sarin suspected 
Tom Lasseter 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 

ALBU MUHAWISH, Iraq—U.S. sol- 
diers evacuated an Iraqi military com- 

pound early Monday after tests by a 

mobile laboratory detected the pres- 
ence of sarin, a powerful nerve agent. 

The testing came after more than a 

dozen soldiers from the Army’s 101st 
Airborne Division who guarded the 
military compound on Saturday night 
came down with symptoms consistent 
with exposure to very low levels of 
nerve agent, including vomiting, dizzi- 
ness and skin blotches. 

The soldiers, along with a Knight 
Ridder reporter, a CNN cameraman 

and two Iraqi prisoners of war, were 

sent for decontamination and hosed 
down with water and bleach. 

A spokesman for U.S. Central 
Command in Qatar said the military 
was investigating. 

If subsequent tests uphold the find- 
ings, it would be the first evidence of 
weapons of mass destruction, a cor- 

nerstone of the Bush administration’s 
rationale for the invasion of Iraq and 
something that eluded United Nations 
inspectors for months. 

Early tests for chemical agents at 

the compound were inconsistent. 
Some showed the presence of so- 

called G-Series nerve agents, which in- 
clude tabun and sarin, both of which 
Iraq has been known to possess. A 
hand-held scanning device also indi- 
cated the soldiers had been exposed to 
a nerve agent. Other tests, however, 
came back negative. 

A senior defense official in United 
States said Sunday night that the mili- 
tary was aware of “false positive” read- 
ings, and there were “no deleterious ef- 
fects” on military personnel due to 

nerve-agent exposure. 
More precise tests by an Army Fox 

mobile nuclear, biological and chemi- 
cal detection laboratory indicated the 
existence of sarin and triggered the 
evacuation of the captured military 
compound by dozens of soldiers. 

Even as the tests were being done, 
high-ranking commanders hastened 
to the scene on Sunday to examine the 
sites. They made no comment after- 
ward on what was contained in the 
sites near the village of Albu Muhaw- 
ish, on the Euphrates River about 60 
miles south of Baghdad. 
© 2003, Knight Ridder/Tribune 
Information Services. 

344-7288 

521 Market St, Eugene 

triangle^/ Si iiri^-B rains.com 

GO ^ 

DUCKS! 
TRL: INGLE 

REEN PRINTING 
EMBROIDERY 

Oregon Daily Emerald 
P.O. Box 3159, Eugene OR 97403 
The Oregon Daily Emerald is pub- 

lished daily Monday through Friday dur- 
ing the school year by the Oregon Daily 
Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon.The 
Emerald operates independently of the 
University with offices in Suite 300 of the 
Erb Memorial Union. The Emerald is pri- 
vate property. The unlawful removal or 
use of papers is prosecutable by law. 

NEWSROOM — (541)346-5511 
Editor in chief: Michael J. Kleckner 
Managing editor: Jessica Richelderfer 
Freelance: Ayisha Yahya, editor News desks: Brook Reinhard, Jan 
Montry, news editor. Jennifer Bear, senior reporter—campus/federal 
politics, Aimee Rudin, senior reporter- city/state politics, Caron 
Alarab, safety/crimeAransportation, Roman Gokhman, campus/city 
culture, Lindsay Suav6, family/health/education, Ali Shaughnessy, 
environment/scienceAechnology Pulse: Jacquelyn Lewis, editor. 
Ryan Bornheimer, senior reporter. Aaron Shakra, reporter. Joe 
Bechard, Nika Carlson, Natasha Chilingerian, Ryan Nyburg, Mason 
West, columnists Sports: Peter Hockaday, editor. Adam Jude, senior 
reporter. Hank Hager, Jesse Thomas, reporters. Commentary: 

Salena De La Cruz, editorial page assistant. Jessica Cole-Hodgkinson, 
DJ Fuller, Philip Huang, Julie Lauderbaugh, Chuck Slothower, colum- 
nists Design: Adelle Lennox, editor. Jennie Cramlet, Colleen 
Froehlich, graphic designers. Steve Baggs, Peter Utsey, illustrators. 
Tyler Wintermute, junior illustrator Photo: Adam Amato, editor. 
Jeremy Forrest, senior photographer. Danielle Hickey, Mark 
McCambridge, photographers Copy: Jennifer Snyder, Jennifer 
Sudick, copy chiefs. Brandi Beavers, Susan Gayton, Heather 
Thompson, Travis Willse, Talia Wilson, copyeditors Online: Erik 
Bishoff, editor. Eric Layton, webmaster. 
BUSINESS — 346-5512 General manager: Judy Riedl 
Business supervisor: Kathy Carbone Receptionist: Sarah Goracke 
Distribution: Joel Domreis, Heather Lake, Matt O’Brien, John Long, 

Mike Sarnoff-Wood 
ADVERTISING — DISPLAY 346-3712 CLASSIFIED 346-4343 
Director: Becky Merchant Sales manager: Michael Kirk 
Special publications and classified manager: Hilary Mosher 
Sales representatives: Tim Bott, Michelle Chan, Aaron Golden, Kim 
Humphries, Jenn Knoop, Lindsay McNamara, Mickey Miles, Valisa 
Nelson, Laura Staples, Sherry Telford, Jeremy Williams Assistants: Liz 
Carson, Katy Cooney, Katy Hagert, Erin O’Connell, Keri Spangler, Kate 
Workman 
PRODUCTION — 346-4381 Manager: Michele Ross 
Production coordinator: Tara Sloan Designers: Emily Cooke, 
Matt Graft, Andy Holland, Marissa Jones, Jayoung Park, Laura Paz, 
Kira Stoops 


