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Marching for peace

Eugene residents
‘celebrate life’ in
spirited protest

Aaron Shakra
Pulse Reporter

Thousands gathered in Eugene on Saturday
for the “Celebration of Life Against War” rally
to protest potential military action against
Iraq, making one thing clear for the local
peace movement: its numbers are growing,

A crowd gathered at the Erb Memorial
Union shortly before 12 p.m., when the
march was scheduled to begin. A group of
percussionists led protesters down the
streets as they spiraled through campus
and marched down East 11th Avenue.

“We had over five or six blocks of solid
people,” said Alexander Gonzalez, an
organizer with Students for Peace, one of
the groups responsible for the event.

Protesters were boisterous in their
expressions of dissent regarding a potential
war against Iraq, chanting slogans such as
“Hey hey, ho ho, George Bush has got to
g0.” Oil, money and power seemed to be
the predominant themes of concern, based
on signs such as “Pure injections of oil” and
“What would Jesus bomb?”

In spite of the anti-war theme, dis-
parate opinions abounded. Speakers at
the Federal Building also addressed the
USA PATRIOT Aect and U.S. military inter-
vention in Vietnam.

Midway through the rally, a count of
5,000 was announced onstage. Sarah
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Portland peace
rally draws an
estlmated 45,000

Aimee Rudin
City/State Politics Reporter

They came in groups of twos and threes.
They came with their children, their parents
and their brothers and sisters. They came
with strangers to make a statement about
peace and the dangers of war.

On Saturday, organizers estimated that
45,000 people met at Waterfront Park in Port-
land and marched shoul- Y
der to shoulder through guyesspap
downtown, chanting,
praying and singing for
peace. The rally, organ- |
ized by the March 15th
Alliance for Peace and |
Justice, which is a part of
Peace and Justice Works, was one among nu-
merous peace demonstrations occurring
throughout the world on Saturday.

The theme for Portland’s mobilization was

“Stop the war in Iraq and at Home: Rally for
Peace in the Middle East.”

keynote speaker at the rally. He spoke to the
crowd just before the march began.

“I say to you, all of you, everyone here to-
day — by being here today you will send a
strong message to Washington and to the
world,” he said. “The people around the world
will not be inspired by our missiles, our
bombs or our guns. They will be inspired by
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give peace a chance.”

Lewis was one of the planners and a
keynote speaker at the 1963 March on Wash-
ington. Last October, he voted to oppose the
House resolution authorizing military force
against Iraq.

“For those who argue that war is a neces-
sary evil, [ say you are half right,” Lewis said.

Military
offers
perks,
service

Many University students double
as ROTC cadets or serve
in the Army National Guard

Jennifer Bear
Campus/Federal Politics Reporter

Even as the possibility of a war
between the United States and Iraq
creeps closer, a number of service-
minded University students relish
their chance to serve in the U.S.
Armed Forces.
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said she loves the
path she’s chosen
for her life. Stokoe added the Army
has held a special fascination for her
because it’s in her blood — she has
three brothers on active duty and a
father who's retired from the Army.

Stokoe’s family discouraged her
from becoming an officer and told her
it could be a life-threatening task, but
she would not be swayed.

“They realized the danger I am
accepting by trying to be in the
Army,” she said. “And if there’s a
choice about what Stokoe to send, I
want to go in my brothers’ places.”

For students who are interested in
joining the Army but want to be issu-
ing commands rather than receiving
them, ROTC may be the solution. Lt.
Col. John F. Sneed, a University mil-
itary science professor, said Army
ROTC is designed to prepare college
students to be leaders of soldiers. He
added there are 80 cadets enrolled in
the program this year at the
University, about 20 of whom are
female.

Stokoe said she did not want to
enlist in the Army as a regular soldier,
which is why she joined ROTC. She
added officers get a few more perks
than enlisted troops, such as a higher
pay scale and the right to complete
their education before they become a
commissioned officer. While the main
focus of students enrolled in ROTC is
to earn a degree and learn basic offi-
cer and leadership skills, Stokoe said
they weren't the driving forces
behind her decision to become an
officer.

“I got involved in the Army because

U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., was the our ideas. We must continue to stand up and Turn to Portland, page 20A [ want to serve my country,” Stokoe
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