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WASHINGTON — France, Rus-
sia, Germany and Pope John Paul
IT all pleaded for peace Wednes-
day, but President Bush studied in-
vasion plans at the White House
with his top battlefield and-
er as war with Iraq .
lentlessly closer.

® The three na
coalition of the un g — vo%r
jointly to defeat a U.N. reqoluta'
that would authorize war, but th
Bush administration downplay
their stand.

* U.S. military officials com-
firmed that they have designed aﬁ

initial war strategy called “shock

and awe” that would unleash 10
times the firepower of the opening
phase of the first Persian Gulf War,

* The Israeli Army told resi-
dents of that nation to prepare gas
masks and a safe room in case Iraq
launches retaliatory chemical or
biological attacks against them.

Senior administration officials
said military action against Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein could
erupt late next week.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, they also said the Pen-
tagon and CIA have launched an
operation, code-named “Imminent
Horizon,” to hunt down an esti-
mated 300 Iragi agents in the
United States and more than 50
other countries before they can
launch terrorist attacks in retalia-
tion for a U.S.-led invasion.

The operation is aimed at
known and suspected intelligence
officers in Iragi diplomatic mis-
sions and at other Iraqis believed
to be operating undercover as
businessmen, tourists or academ-

: : i

ics, said a senior U.S. official who
requested anonymity. So far, two
Iraqgis are being expelled from the
Iragi United Nations mission in
New York, and a third has been or-
dered to leave the ]

, and the conse-
ntinuing refusal
e very, very real.”

ite House, the presi-
s schedule reflected the stark
e between war and peace.

er receiving a report in the
White %use situation room on
the Pentago: war plans from
Gen. Tom : Americas
top battlefield comm
Iraq, Bush welcon
voy from
Oval Office."

Cardinal Pio Laghi's
the latest in a&g‘m‘fef i oves by
the Vatican aimed at averting a
U.S. invasion of Ir: "ffl'he 82-year-
old pontiff has been an outspoken
and active opponent of Bush’s
plans, decla that there is no
moral or legal basis for war.

“It is illegal. It is unjust,” Laghi,
a former golf partner of the first
President Bush, told reporters af-
ter his White House visit.

In a letter to Bush delivered by
the papal envoy, John Paul II told
the president that he would “ask
the Lord to inspire you to search
for the ways of a stable peace.”

White House officials said Bush

Nation & world briefing

made his case that war may be the
best way to assure long-term inter-
national security.

Later Wednesday, Laghi held a
news conference at the National
ess Club after White House offi-
locked his plans to meet

und of talks Thursday at the -
Inited Nations and to attend a Se-

chief weapons ins !

; o dis-

to force,” Frenc
Dominique deé
Paris after a hastily
summit of the three nations’
foreign ministers. “Russia and
France, as permanent members
of the Security Council, will as-
sume their full responsibilities
on this point.” Both nations hold
veto power.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov said his nation would not
hesitate to veto the measure when
it reaches the Security Council for
a vote, expected next week.

To pass, a resolution must re-
ceive nine affirmative votes and no

7 .alled mml-

curity Council brle@qg Fa-ujay by
ns Blix.

" phasi
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War plans mount despite pleas for peace

vetoes from any of the five perma-
nent members of the 15-member
council — the United States,
Britain, Russia, France and China.

At the White House, spokesman
Ari Fleischer said the president
“remains confident in the out-
come of this.” He contended that
the foreigh ministers’ statement
+left the wind. v pen for more ne-
gotiations and p’rssntive outoorne
for the Unitadﬁﬁ(é& e

ke mneatedly em-
that Bush 4s not yet ap-
prove& ‘military mmn but they
also signaled that such a decision
was a foregone conclusion.

“U.N. resolutions will be enforced,”

Rumsfeld said. The pmxdent has . .mament,

- would mark “a serious failure for

In an attempt to mmmﬁze civil-
ian casualties and maximize dam-

age to key targets, at least so_per-l'. ’

cent of the bombs will
by lasers, satellites

eras, compared with 20 peréent |
in 1991, according to a senior

military official who requested
anonymity.

In another development that
suggested imminent hostilities, Is-
rael’s chief of military intelligence
told Knesset members that a U.S.-
led invasion of Iraq could begin as
early as next week.

“As of now, I want to emphasize
— get ready,” said Brig. Gen. Ruth
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Yaron, an Army spokeswoman.

The Bush administration is ex-
pected to give diplomats, U.N.
arms inspectors and other foreign-
ers in Iraq 72 hours of warning be-
fore an attack. Blix, the U.N. in-
spection chief, said his inspectors
could leave Iraq within 48 hours.

“We don’t know what’s going to
happen,” he said.

Blix said Iraq has recently
shown signs of greater coopera-

' tion with weapons inspectors, now
o that_an invasion force is gathered
-t its borders.

“They (Iraqi officials) have been
very active, [ would say, and even
proactive in the last month or so,”
Blix said.

He pointed to the ongoing de-

- struction of more than 100 pro-

hibited al Samoud 2 missiles and
seven recent interviews with Iraqi
scientists under the conditions
required by inspectors — without
Iragi monitors or any tape
recorders.

Though he said he remained
skeptical of Iraqi claims of disar-
the outbreak of war

the approach through inspection
to disarmament.”

He said additional inspections

- would be welcome and could con-

ceivably complete their mission

- relatively soon.

“It seems to me it would be a
rathepshort time to close the door
and say, ‘This is it,”” Blix said.
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