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John Erickson, a field tech from Tech Logic, works out bugs in the new Tech Logic
book sorting machine in the new Downtown Eugene Public Library.
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G.Z. “Charlie” Brown, professor and
director of the ESBL.

Library patrons are finding that
bookshelves near windows are posi-
tioned to maximize the light in each
aisle, which also saves energy. On
cloudy days, the library’s electric
lights adjust automatically.

These improvements came
from ESBL research and recom-
mendations,

Of all the additions to the new li-
brary, including art, self-serve
checkout stands, heated floors,
and more books, staff and space,
the most expensive one won’t even
be seen by the public.

The new fully-automated book
return system is the first of its kind
in Oregon, and it cost the library
$2 million, Library Director Con-
nie Bennett said.

Previously, librarians checked the
books in by hand. Now, three con-
veyor belts take books from return
slots, reactivate their sensors, meas-
ure their size and determine their
spine direction in order to place the
book on the right reshelving cart.

“It's very special,” Nishimura
said. “It will reduce stress demands
on staff and save on staff time.”

One drawback to the new library,
at least for drivers, is a lack of free
parking. Sixty-four metered parking
spaces are located below the library,
and there are several hundred me-
tered spaces and paid garages within
three blocks.

“People expect to find paid park-
ing downtown,” Nishimura said,

Library officials suggest taking a
bus — Lane Transit District’s down-
town station is located right across
the street. There are also more than
100 covered bike-parking spaces
around the library.

Contact the reporter
at romangokhman@dailyemerald.com.

Say hello to iPod.
1000 songs. In your pocket.

Check low pricing at the UO Bookstore.
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Visit www.uobookstore.com or call (541) 346-4331

Use your UO student or faculty ID
as your passport around town!

Or, BREEZE around town! Catch the BREEZE
to great shopping and restaurants. It’s the Way to Go!

It showcases shortcuts to and from the UO campus.

*Pass is provided through the ASUO student fees.

With it, you can ride all buses on all LTD routes FREE *— anytime and anywhere LTD travels.

Look for your Handy Dandy Guide at the EMU or the LTD downtown center. Lp

Lane Transit District

687-5555 (Guest Services)
Itd@Itd.lane.or.us (£-mail)
www.ltd.org (internet)
800-735-2900 (17v)




