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Fife, Clemens set to battle again in 2003

Oregon quarterbacks end
the season with as many
questions as they had

at the start of 2002

Seattle Bowl
Peter Hockaday

Sports Editor

SEATTLE — One year later,
the Ducks find themselves in a
familiar position.

Who will play quarterback
next season?

After both Jason Fife and Kellen
Clemens had mostly unspectacu-
lar performances in Oregon’s 38-
17 loss to Wake Forest in the Seat-
tle Bowl on Dec. 30, Oregon head
coach Mike Bellotti and the Ducks
find themselves with a handful of
quarterback questions. Almost as
many questions as they had after
the departure last year of Joey
Harrington, who was taken third
overall in last year’s NFL draft.

“The quarterback job is open,”
Bellotti said after the game.

Fife started the Seattle Bowl but
lasted only three drives before
Clemens took over as the main sig-
nal-caller for the rest of the game
until the closing minutes, when
Fife took back the reins. Fife threw
seven passes in the first half, com-
pleting only one four-yard swing
pass to Keenan Howry.

Clemens showed more confi-
dence when he was handed the
ball, but he was unable to engineer

Bonnie DeSimone
Chicago Tribune (KRT)

SAN FRANCISCO — They say
comatose patients can still hear,
that people in the room with them
should never stop talking.

The New York Giants, up by 24
late in the third quarter of
Sunday’s NFC wild-card game,
talked trash. The San Francisco
49ers, with their vital signs appar-
ently flatlined, got it loud and
clear, kept talking to each other
and kept their cool.

“l heard somebody ask who
could make a play,” 49ers receiver
Terrell Owens said of the team’s

the Ducks any kind of comeback
as they got within seven points at
24-17, but never closer.

“I thought Kellen did OK; it's hard
to evaluate him without looking at
the film,” Bellotti said. “But obvious-
ly we're looking for more than OK.”

Clemens completed 61 percent
of his passes, on 19-0f-31 passing,
for 161 yards and one touchdown.

“I think we would've been booed
if we had taken Kellen out of there,”
Fife said. “He had the hot hand.”

Fife, meanwhile, had the cold
hand from the beginning. He com-
pleted his first pass, the swing to
Howry, but later in the drive
missed Howry badly in the end-
zone on a crucial third-down play.
On the second drive, Fife missed
Samie Parker twice as the Ducks
went three-and-out.

After another three-and-out drive
in which Fife threw two incomplete
passes, Bellotti pulled the junior in
favor of the redshirt freshman.

Clemens also completed his first
pass but missed his second at-
tempt on an unsuccessful drive.
Clemens didn’t find his rhythm
until the last drive of the first half,
when he engineered a nine-play,
61-yard masterpiece with time
winding down. The drive culmi-
nated in Clemens’ seven-yard
strike to Parker, a touchdown that
brought Oregon within 21-10 at
the half. Clemens was 7-for-7 pass-
ing on the drive.

So mow the Ducks face the same
decisions as last year, only this time
the decisions seem more ominous.

“It’s going to be competitive,”
senior wide receiver Keenan
Howry said of Oregon’s quarter-
back conundrum. “It’s going to be
won in spring ball and fall camp.”

That was the philosophy last year
after the bowl season, and Fife
proved to be the stronger of the two
quarterbacks, especially after an im-
pressive outing in the Spring Game.
He carried that success into the reg-
ular season, posting impressive sta-
tistics as the Ducks moved to 6-0 af-
ter six games. But as Oregon started
playing tougher opponents, Fife
went the other way. He became
shaky, even shouldering the blame
when Oregon failed to generate
much offense at Washington State.

Clemens finally got a chance to
prove himself but threw an inter-
ception on his first pass attempt
against Washington.

And that led to this week, when
Bellotti told the media he would
play both quarterbacks and stuck
to his word.

“The coaches made the deci-
sion based on how we were per-
forming,” Fife said of this week’s
quarterback shift.

And after a dismal loss in the
Seattle Bowl, Fife and Clemens
will be the answers to the same
questions that came up last year.
Only this year, they’ll have the
motivation of that loss to help
them find the answers.

“This will fuel our fire for next
year,” Fife said.

Contact the sports editor
at peterhockaday@dailyemerald.com.
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Kellen Clemens (11) played most of the Seattle Bowl, but couldn’t lead a Duck comeback.

49ers come back from 24 down to stun Giants

determination as the clock ran
down. “I said I could. Then other
guys chimed in.”

Quarterback Jeff Garcia operat-
ed in the two-minute offense with
the swift improvisation of an
emergency-room surgeon to lead
the 49ers back to within five
points, then connected with Tai
Streets on a 13-yard touchdown
pass with 1 minute left.

Although the 49ers failed to
convert the subsequent two-point
conversion, an errant Giants snap
snuffed a 41-yard field-goal
attempt as time ran out, giving
San Francisco a 39-38 victory. It

was the second-biggest resuscita-
tion in NFL playoff history, and it
sent the crowd of 66,318 at 3Com
Park into a delirium that could
have woken the dead.

“In the fourth quarter, it seemed
like we had so much more ener-
gy,” said 49ers wide receiver J.J.
Stokes. “They were taking their
helmets off, wincing, breathing
hard. 4 think they got winded. I
think they relaxed and took us for
granted a little bit.

“They were just a bunch of
loudmouths. All they did was talk,
talk, talk, trying to get us out of
our game. It didn’'t work. They

lost. They go home.”

Garcia passed for 331 yards and
three touchdowns and rushed for
another. Owens, coming off a two-
week layoff due to a groin injury,
also did double duty, throwing for
one key 25-yard gain and hauling
in nine passes for 177 yards.

The 49ers erased a 38-14
deficit, and one illustrious observ-
er called it the most stirring come-
back in franchise history.

“This was unsurpassed, unbeliev-
able,” said former 49ers coach Bill
Walsh, now a team consultarit. “As
great a game as we've had. We final-
ly broke out after an average to

good season. This team had to
demonstrate to each other that they
could play a great team and win.”

There was speculation that a
loss Sunday would cost 49ers
coach Steve Mariucei his job.
Instead, he engineered the biggest
postseason rally since Buffalo
came back from 35-3 third-quar-
ter deficit against Houston 10
years ago to win 41-38 — and the
49ers survived to face Tampa Bay
next week.

(c) 2003, Chicago Tribune. Distributed
by Knight Ridder/Tribune Information
Services.
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Horoscope by Linda C. Black

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (Jan. B). A friend can
teach you how to achieve results you never
thought possible. If somebody else can do it,
why not you? If you don't know how, study.
Abundance s almost within your grasp.

To get the advantage, check the day's rating:
10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) _Todayisa5 _Is
self-doubt threatening to undermine your
confidence? Or is that your intuition warning
you to slow down? Watch, look and listen.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) _ Today is an 8 _
You've had to stuff your emotions for the
past couple of days, but it's not wise to do
that forever. Schedule private time to share
things with an excellent listener.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) _ Today isa 6 _
You could spend the whole day with a fasci-
nating friend, discussing plans for the future,
but that would cause trouble now. Limit that
conversation, and take care of somebody else
who needs your attention.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) _ Today isan 8 _
The more you think about it, the more it
makes sense _ something that happened a
long time ago. Loving and growing older
helps us understand.

LED (July 23-Aug. 22) _ Today isa 5 _ The
work you're putting in could lead to a promo-
tion and a change in status. That leads to
influgntial new friends, so put your back into
it

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) _ Today isan B _
Does it seem as if your task is becoming just

a little bit easier? Thal's because you've final-
ly gotten part of the problem to fall into align-
ment. Good work.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) _ Today isa 7 _
Your goals can be advanced by serving oth-
ers now. Put your heart into it. They can tell
If you aren't.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) _ Today isan 8 _
A potentially difficult situation at home can,
and will, be overcome. You're a paragon of
patience, but it doesn't hurt to be reminded.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) _ Today is a
5 _ If you're contemplating a change, get a
wise older person's advice. No need to learn
everything the hard way. Use somebody
alse’s experience.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) _ Today is an
8 _ More work, more ideas, more profits _
you're on a roll, Follow through on plans
you've long contemplated. Long-held plans
will ba the most successful ones.
AQUARIUS (Jan, 20-Feb. 18) _Todaylsa6 _
If you're not getting through to a person you
love, ask a friend to intervene. Sometimes it's
easier to bring up a tough subject with a
moderator present.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) _ Today isan 8 _
Past difficulties have made you stronger.
What you'll go through now to defend your
position is nothing in comparison.

100 LOST & FOUND

Glasses seeking owner!
A pair of ladies glasses were left at
the Oregon Daily Emerald. Please
call 346-5511 to identify.

105 TYPING/RESUME SERVICES

At 344-0759, ROBIN is GRAD
SCHOOL APPROVED. 30-year the-
sis/dissertation background, Term
papers. Full resume service. Editing.
Laser pr. ON CAMPUS!

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

COMPARE TEXTBOOK PRICES!
Search 24 bookstores with 1 click!
S&H and taxes calculated.
http://www.bookhq.com/

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW LOUIS VUITTON Purse. Still
In box, retailed for $575 plus tax.
Sacrifice at $395. Call 345-6086.

Give Me Five!™

Run your “FOR SALE" ad ﬁitems
under $1,000) for 5 days. If the
item(s) doesn't sell, call us at
346-4343 and we'll run your ad
again for another 5 days FREE/
Student/Private Party Ads Only + No Refunds )

Is Aries due for/”

i

a pay raise? ([

daily grind > knight library
hearth café > lawrence hall
atrium café > willamette hall

190 OPPORTUNITIES

A free DVD Player plus extra money

for spring break! Actually very easy!
Visit www.hbmonthly.com

BUYER BEYWARE
The Oregon Daily Emerald assumes no
liability for ad content or response. Ads are
screened for illegal content and mail order
ads must provide a sample of item for sale.
Otherwise, ads that appear too good to be
true, probably are.
Respond at your own risk.

205 HELP WANTED

LogicTools, a leading Supply Chain
software company, has an entry-lev-
el opening for a Software Analyst.
Primary responsibilities include test-
ing PC and web-based business ap-
plications and writing documenta-
tion. Recent graduates encouraged
to apply. Computer science back-
ground not required. Send resume
and cover letter to

jobs @logic-tools.com.

| 346-4343 |

Child care needed weekday after-
noons, 2:30 to 5:00PM. Must have
own transportation. 686-8073.

Application deadline is February 14th.

Creat Opportunity
For Fall of 2003!

v Would you like to work with first-year students?
v Would you like to use your leadership skills?
v Would you like to work closely with a UO faculty member?

If so, apply to be a
Freshman Interest Group Teaching Assistant (TA) or
Residential FIG Academic Assistant (FA)

For a TA application, go to http://learning.uoregon.edu.
FA applications are available at UO Housing and Area Desks.
% Call 346-1079 or 3461241 if you have any questions.




