
Nation & world briefing 

U.S. says Iraq is hiding 
arms from inspectors 
Warren P. Strobel 
and Jonathan S. Landay 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House said Thursday that President 
Bush has evidence that Iraq retains 
hidden caches of weapons of mass de- 
struction, dramatically raising the 
stakes in the U.S. confrontation with 
Saddam Hussein and suggesting that 
Bush is preparing for war. 

Top aides to Hussein have said Iraq 
will report to the United Nations this 
weekend that Iraq is free of the chemi- 
cal, biological and nuclear weapons and 
missiles that it was barred from possess- 
ing after the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

But White House spokesman Ari 
Fleischer said Bush had a “solid basis” 
for U.S. claims that Hussein is hiding 
such arms from U.N. weapons inspec- 

tors, who have generally reported co- 

operation from Iraqi officials in the 
early stages of their work. 

“The Iraqi government has proved 
time and time again to deceive, to mis- 
lead and to lie,” Fleischer said. 

He did not offer evidence for the 
assertion that Iraq is misleading 
the inspectors. 

But a senior U.S. official said this 
week that, once Iraq makes a report 
that the Bush administration expects 
to be false, the United States will push 
for more aggressive U.N. weapons in- 
spections designed to prove its case. 

That effort will be backed by more 

American intelligence-sharing with 
the U.N^pspections teams, this official 
and others said. 

First, U.S. experts plan to take sever- 
al days or more to pore over what is ex- 

pected to be a voluminous Iraqi report, 
looking for misstatements. 

If the United States concludes that 
Iraq is failing to comply with a U.N. dis- 
armament resolution that passed last 
month, it could ask the U.N. Security 
Council to approve military action 
against Iraq or, alternately, move on its 
own to topple Hussein. 

Senior defense officials, speaking on 

condition of anonymity, said that the 
United States could start an air cam- 

paign against Iraq even though an in- 
vasion force has not yet been sent from 
the United States. The ground force 
could be dispatched as the air strikes 
progressed, they said. 
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First Lady offers her holiday 
wishes, decorations to public 
uiego ibarguen 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 

WASHINGTON — It’s beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas in the na- 

tion’s capital, where a heavy snowfall 
blanketed the city Thursday and the 
White House unveiled its annual holi- 
day decorations. 

First lady Laura Bush led a guided 
tour of the presidential mansion, 
through several rooms adorned with 
grand green pine trees, radiant red 
poinsettias and a tribute to animals, 
great and small, that have lived and 
worked alongside U.S. presidents. 
Capping the day was an evening 
“Pageant of Peace,” during which the 
national Christmas tree was lighted. 

Accompanied by the first couple’s 
two dogs, Spot and Barney, Laura Bush 
offered the nation her seasonal wishes. 

I wish tor peace, said the first lady, 
who was clad in a red suit. “I hope that 
all Americans will remember other 
people during this Christmas, that 
theyll ask senior citizens in, visit with 
people who are lonely, that they’ll 
work in their food banks, that they’ll 
make sure that they use their good 
fortune to help people who are less 
fortunate.” 

She asked Americans to thank 
families of military personnel around 
the world. 

On the tour, the first lady said this 
year’s decorating theme was “all 
creatures, great and small.” Animals 
were represented around the mansion 
in a variety of forms. 

In the oval Blue Room, the 18-foot 
White House Christmas tree was 

covered with birds created by artists 

from around the country. Laura Bush, 
who described herself as an avid bird 
watcher, said her favorite was a big 
turkey that hung near the bottom of 
the tree. 

In the State Dining Room, the tradi- 
tional gingerbread house—made with 
80 pounds of gingerbread, 50 pounds 
of chocolate and 20 pounds of marzi- 

pan — was surrounded by marzipan 
figurines of past and current presiden- 
tial pets. An alligator, a snake, rac- 

coons, sheep, dogs and others symbol- 
ized “animals that have lived here, 
worked here, entertained and com- 

forted presidents and their families for 
the whole history of the house,” the 
first lady said. 
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Premier Travel 
• Airfare Specials!!! • 

Providence $198.00* 
Orlando $198.00* 
San Jose, CR $470.00* 
London $499.00* 

tax not included, restrictions max apply. 
_Subject to chauste wilhout notice 

Eurail Passes issued on-site!!! 
E-mail: fares@luv2travel.com 

1011 Harlow 
j 747-0909 
.Student Travel Experts 
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Premium Pour Bartending 
WWW.prBmiUm-pOUrilOm More than just a school! 
1010 Oak Street • Eugene, OR 97401 • (541) 485-4695 

What we have to offer.. 
Want to get (give) 

the best gift 
this holiday? 

Gift certificates are 
available for all services. 

Open House 
Dec. 5th, 6-8pm 
Just stop in and 

check us out! 

Special Session 
class hours 
11 am-4pm or 5 pm-lOpm 
12/14 to 12/22 
Special Rate 
Save hundreds with this 
one time offer. Graduates 
earn $18-$22 per hour 

015426 
Why are you waiting? You're ready to earn more $$$, aren't you? 

Cash for your 
Textbooks! 

Buy-Back 
Price 

Sell on 
Half.com 

Intro to Economics 
Intro to Psychology 
Intro to Calculus 
College Writing Skills 

Principles of Marketing 
TOTAL 

$20.00 
$21.00 
410.00 
41ft 00 
424.-00 

$65.00 
$47.50 
$53.50 
$19.99 

50.00 

4S9tO0C$235 

You Could Get 

$146.99 
MORE! 

More for 
your Cash! 
Playstation 2 
PS2 Spiderman Game 
Avril Lavigne Let's Go CD 
Star Wars Episode I DVD 
DMB Live @ Folsom CD 
Lord of the Rings DVD 
1 Pizza 
1 Grande Caffe Mocha 

Retail 
Price 

$199.99 
$57.99 

-$17.98 
429.99 
421.98 
$29.95 
-$9t©0- 
-$3^78 

Buy on 
Half.com 

$149.99 
$29.99 
$10.99 
$13.99 
$11.25 

$7.00 
$9.00 

.78 

TOTAL 4471.88 

You Could Save 

$134.66! 
* Quick & Easy • No Listing Fees • Safe & Secure 

*15 off' 
$50 purchase* 

Enter promo code 
WINTER2002 

in your shopping cart 
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