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A note on how this works: The pickers (the sports staff, the editor-in-chief and one designer) choose
teams against the Las Vegas spread, meaning that if the picker chooses the favored team, that team
— win by more points than the spread — for the picker to ‘win’ the pick.
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Rivalries loom

for Pac-10 teams

The Big Game and the battle for
the Victory Bell are two of the
Pac-105 slated rivalry games

Around the Pac-10

Jesse Thomas
Sports Reporter

It’s that week when the fans get a
little more rowdy.

When a little more is at stake than
just another “W.”

The week when states get divided.

It is the traditional rivalry week
in the Pacific-10 Conference — a
time when pride means more than
anything.

The desert schools get the weekend
off, but California, Washington and
Oregon will be split as schools fight for
bragging rights for the next year.

The Pac-10 includes the oldest
and longest football series on the
West Coast. This week can make or
break each team’s post-season
hopes, and with the race heating up,
it’s anybody’s game.

USC (8-2, 6-1 Pac-10)
at UCLA (7-3, 4-2),
12:30 p.m.

Bells will be ringing in Pasadena
on Saturday afternoon.

Southern Cal and UCLA meet in
the Rose Bowl for the 72nd time in
the battle for the Victory Bell.

The Bruins must try to erase last
year’s painful memories of the 27-0
spanking they took from the Trojans in
front of 88,000 at the Coliseum. USC
had not shut out UCLA since 1947.

The rivalry dates back to most
students’ great-grandparents’ time,
as it began in 1929. Since then, the
Trojans lead the series 37-27-2 and
have won the past three years. The
last meeting at the Rose Bowl was in
2000, when the Trojans were victo-

rious. USC ended their losing stint in
Pasadena after having lost the four
previous matchups.

The Trojans are riding high, as they
have won five straight after starting 3-
2, USC continues to chase Washing-
ton State for a share of the Pac-10 ti-
tle, and UCLA has to worry that the
Trojans have beat their last four oppo-
nents by an average of 21 points.

USC is coming off a 34-13 stomp-
ing of Arizona State, in which the
Trojans rushed for a season-high 201
yards against the Sun Devils. Quar-
terback Carson Palmer is just 76
yards shy of becoming the Pac-10
career leader in passing yards.

UCLA has had freshmen in the
pocket for the past three weeks, and
the quarterbacks have yet to throw
an interception. The Bruins are
coming off a bye week and have won
three straight after losing to Califor-
nia on Nov. 19th.

The rushing game is solid for the
Bruins, with freshman Tyler Ebell
averaging 135 yards per game over
the last six contests. Ebell will have
his work cut out, as USC has not let
any player rush for more than 100
yards this year.

All favors seem to point to USC,
but with UCLA’s passing getting bet-
ter by the day, and with solid rush-
ing, the Victory Bell is within the
grasp of both teams.

Stanford (2-8, 1-6) at
California (6-5, 3-49),
12:30 p.m.

It’s time again for the Big Game.

Stanford and California will meet
for the 105th time, in the oldest col-
lege football series on the West
Coast, dating to 1892,

Neither team has a chance for
bowl eligibility in the last game of the
season for both teams.

Turn to Pac-10, page 98




