Nation & world briefing

Bush aims to privatize
half of all federal jobs

Ron Hutcheson
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT)

WASHINGTON — The Bush ad-
ministration announced plans
Thursday to turn over as many as
850,000 federal jobs to private com-
panies in an effort to improve serv-
ice and cut costs.

The proposal could eliminate
about half of the 1.7 million federal
civilian workers by contracting out
jobs ranging from lawn mowing to
satellite tracking. Private companies
could bid for the work under a
process that may be outlined as ear-
ly as Friday in the Federal Register,
which gives public notice of all gov-
ernment actions.

The aggressive effort to pare down
the federal work force is sure to in-
flame labor unions already upset by
President Bush’s plan to waive civil
service protections at his new de-
partment of homeland security.

The Washington area has the
largest concentration of federal work-
ers — about 360,000 — but the

move’s effect would be felt nationwide.

Bush administration officials say
they can impose the new bidding
process without congressional ap-
proval after a 30-day review period.

“The Bush administration seems
fairly antagonistic toward its federal
employee work force. If they can’t
bust their unions or take away their
civil service protections, they’re go-
ing to privatize their jobs,” said John
Threlkeld, a spokesman for the
American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees, a 600,000-mem-
ber affiliate of the AFL-CIO.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan did not answer directly
when asked if federal workers should
fear for their jobs.

Advocates of contracting out
government services predict sav-
ings of more than 30 percent when
federal jobs are put out for compet-
itive bids. Skeptics contend the
government is ill equipped to moni-
tor work by private contractors,
who may skimp on quality.

Office Depot gets
recycling pressure
from paper group

David Fleshler
South Florida Sun-Sentinel (KRT)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — After
embarrassing Staples Inc. into agree-
ing to sell more recycled products, a
coalition of environmental groups is
threatening to launch a similar cam-
paign against Office Depot.

ForestEthics and the Dogwood
Alliance declared victory this week
in their two-year campaign to per-
suade Staples to increase the recy-
cled content of its paper products
to 30 percent. Now the two groups
are preparing a letter to Office De-
pot urging the Delray Beach, Fla.,
company to make the same com-
mitment or face a campaign of
picketing, shareholder actions and
denunciations by celebrities.

“Staples now set a very high stan-
dard,” said Todd Paglia, director of the
Paper Campaign for ForestEthics, a
San Francisco environmental group.
“We're hoping that Office Depot re-
sponds with a strong environmental
policy, and there isn’t a year or two of
campaigning on this issue to get them
to see the light.”

Eileen Dunn, Office Depot’s vice
president for investor and public re-

lations, said the company already
has high environmental standards.
She said Office Depot offers more
than 1,700 products made at least
partially from recycled materials, in-
cluding a desk-organizer with a recy-
cled content of 85 percent. And she
said the company, which operates
more than 1,000 stores, requires
suppliers to certify that none of their
products comes from rainforests or
old-growth forests.

Dunn said the company’s recy-
cling percentage was already “in the
double digits,” but she was unable to
say what the percentage was.

“Office Depot has been focused on
the environment,” she said.

But Paglia said Staples had also re-
quired suppliers to certify that no
paper came from old-growth forests,
and the claim turned out not to be
true. ForestEthics released a report
last August, “The Credibility Gap at
Staples,” which claimed that Staples’
suppliers cut down trees in environ-
mentally sensitive forests of Indone-
sia and northern Canada.
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Looking for ways to pay for school?

Want a scholarship but don’t know where to look?
Feeling a little lost?

Get help! Come to a scholarship

Monday, November 18 or

search workshop.

Monday, November 25

Between 1 and 3pm
Klamath Hall Basement,
Room B13

Sponsored by the
University of Oregon
Office of Student Financial
Aid & Scholarships

7260 Oregon Hall ® 346-3221 financialaid.uoregon.edu

The Office of Management and
Budget has identified dozens of job
categories that could be turned over to
private contractors, including securi-
ty in government buildings, aircraft
and railway maintenance, geological
surveys, legal services and the over-
hauling and testing of space systems.
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ARE YOUR WEEKENDS
MISSING SOMETHING?
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Join us on Sundays for worship services featuring
Holy Communion. We have traditional services on
Sunday mornings and Marty Haugen services on
Sunday evenings.

Sundays 8:15 and 10:45 am & 6:30 pm
Student/Young Adult Bible Study, Sundays, 7:15 pm

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Corner of 18th & Potter * 345.0395
www.welcometocentral.org
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GO DUCKS!

Check us out at:

AMD Athlon ™ XP Processor
2100+ with QuantiSpeed ™
Architecture outperforms
Competitive 2.1 GHz
Processors.

In Partnership with UO Bookstore!
The “Executive Duck” Athlon XP~ System

* Green Casemaxx Aluminum ATX Midtower Case
* AMD Athlon XP 2100+

* 64 MB GeForce 2 MX AGP Video Card
* 256 Megabytes DDR 266 MHz SDRAM

* 80 IBM 7200 RPM ATA 100 Hard Drive
* Color Coordinated Keyboard and Mouse
* Netgear 10/100 Network Card

* GREEN Cold Cathode Light
WWWw.voscomputers.com , 17» 97 SVGA Monit or

System includes ATX case, 360 Watt power

CD, 56K V.90 modem, floppy, , sound, and

3131 West 11th. Ave.

Virtual Office Systems, Inc.

$1139.99

AMDA

supply, Windows 98 SE, ME, or XP, 52X QEM System Bulider
Gold Member 2002

stereo speakers

Call us at 343-8633 Open Mon-Sat 10-6

stens are albse myvailahde af the U0 Bookstore

“The Butterflies
of Cascadia”

Author
Robert Pyle

University of Oregon
Knight Library
Browsing Room
Tuesday, November 19
7:00 p.m. ¢ Free
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'UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

BOOKSTORE

“The Butterflies of Cascadia” is a field guide to every butterfly
species of Oregon, Washington, and surrounding territories.
More information on author events online at uobookstore.com




