Police arrest two sniper suspects
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Even as attempts at negotiations
lurched, the rebels threatened to
kill 10 people each hour if their de-
mand for an end to the 3-year-old
war in Chechnya was not met, said
two reporters for an Italian news
agency who were released from
captivity Thursday.

Hundreds of heavily armed Russ-
ian troops, police officers and special
forces soldiers encircled the theater,
Inside the main hall, nerves began to
fray, a hostage said by cell phone.
The Chechens refused police offers
'of food but were providing hostages
with water and chocolate. At least
three of the hostages are Americans.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin
" broke his public silence about the
crisis, saying the Russian govern-
ment would exercise “maximum

safety” in working for the release of
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Maskhadov, who was the Chechen
president when Russian troops
stormed back into the territory in
October 1999, said his government
was not responsible for the
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