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Police examine another fatal shooting

Eunice Moscoso
Cox News Service

ROCKVILLE, Md. — Police were
investigating a fatal shooting Monday
night in northern Virginia for possible
connection to the sniper shootings
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UNITED NATIONS — The
passe between the United Sta
and France over military action in
Iraq has deepened in recent days
after an effort to reach a compro-
mise stalled, with the French in-
sisting that the Americans must
come back to the UN. Security
Council before they can use force,
diplomats said Monday.

President Bush on Monday spoke
in coneciliatory terms of the United
Nations, insisting that the negotia-
tions are still moving forward. “We
are working with all the parties to
get a resolution done,” he said at
the White House on Monday as he
departed for Michigan.

“Anything we do must make it
very clear that Saddam must dis-
arm, or there will be conse-
quences,” he added.

But Bush stressed, “The use of
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mer Marine with apparent similari-
ties to the sniper being sought in the
shooting spree.
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al-Qaida was behind the car bomb-
ing Saturday night that turned a
crowded Kuta Beach nightclub into
an inferno in the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim nation. Most of the
dead are foreigners.

Meanwhile, law enforecement offi-
cials in areas just outside Washing-
ton beefed up security at shopping
malls and other facilities during the
Columbus Day holiday weekend.

Montgomery County Police Chief
Charles Moose said that police have
been responding to Taany calls that
turned out to be false élh]'%é, such as
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funds to collect money for victims of
the shooter.

The Vietims' Rights Foundation
joined a coalition of business groups
who hope to raise at least $250,000 to
pay for medical bills for surviving vic-
tims, the education of slain vietims’
children and other expenses.

In addition, the United Way has
set up a fund to support the immedi-
ate and'long-term needs of the vic-

ims afid their families.
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Bush’s targeting iraq

WASHINGTON — While the
White House prefers to foeus o
Iraq and the clear threat the Bush
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administration insists that Saddam

Hussein poses, the accelerating se-
ries of worldwide terrorist attacks is
wrenching the administration’s em-
phasis back to the unfinished and
amorphous war against al-Qaida.«.

The weekend bombing outside a
nightelub in Indonesia and other

recent attacks, presumed to be the

work of al-Qaida, are adding new
credence to administration critics
who contend that the White House
has been imperiling the war

st al-Qaida terror cells by
the world’s attention and
h tion 8 resources to a poten-
 tial war against Iraq.

: -‘-‘I@l-Qzlid;_afis proving that their ca-
. pacity is unlimited and they can go

_ anywhere, yet we have our presi-

dent focused completely on Iraq,
‘which is almost a sideshow to what
al-Qaida is doing,” said Youssef
Ibrahim, an expert on Iraq at the
Ceuncil on Foreign Relations. “If al-
Qaida has proved anything in the
past three days, it is that we are
very far away from having won the
war oncterror.”

President Bush agreed with at
least part of that sentiment Monday,
saying that “It’'s going to take a
le to succeed,” but he also

q of its weapons of

" mass destruction is just as integral a

part of the war on terrorism as pur-
suing al-Qaida. o

— Howard Witt, (Ju’cagu Tribune
(KRT)
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