Waldo Lake Plan Withdrawn:

Will Motors Remain On Pristine Waters?

Advocates of protecting the Waldo Basin and restoring it's natural
quiet, free of motorboat whines, are disappointed that the Forest
Service recently withdrew the Waldo Basin Plan. The selected alter-
native of the plan prohibited the use of gas engines on the lake after
2005, while encouraging motorboat users to switch to electric mo-
tors. The plan also changed the classification of the lake from roaded,
motorized to semiprimitive, as well as other protective measures re-
garding the Charnelton road, commercial permitting, dispersed camp-
ing and snowmobile access. The progressive plan was signed by the
forest supervisor last December.

Four opponents of the plan filed appeals. After a long regional ad-
ministrative review process the Willamette Office withdrew the
management plan before a decision was made by the appeal review
board. The reason for the withdrawal remains unclear at this time,
but more supporting data may need to be gathered for the plan to get
through the appeal process. At any rate, even if the changes are mi-
nor, the plan will likely have to go through another full NEPA pro-
cess requiring many months before Waldo can get the protection it
deserves. If you are interested in helping the Forest Service keep
Waldo on the agenda and moving forward, please consider sending
a note to the Forest Supervisor and the Middle Fork District Ranger.

Oregon WFR Courses 2002-3
Several Wilderness Medicine Institute (WMI) Wilderness First

Responder (WFR) courses have already been scheduled in Oregon;
prices range from $465-$495 per course. Here’s the details:
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