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Premier Travel 
• Airfare Deals!!! • 

New York $375.00* 
Mexico City $450.00* 
London $525.00* 
Auckland $950.00* 

*tax not included, restrictions may apply. 
Subject to change without notice. 

Eurail Passes issued on-site!!! 
E-mail: faresffl Iuv2travel.com 

1011 Harlow 

| 747-0909^^^1 
|Student Travel Experts' 
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"The Land East" 
Traditional 

Greek & Indian Food 

Lunch 
Monday through Saturday 

Dinner 
7 Nights a Week 
992 Willamette 

Eugene, Or 97401 

343-9661 

dansko 

regtdar price shoes 

adidas 
over 100+ 

styles 
Simple 
957 Willamette • 687-0898 

www.Lazars.com 

You ki m I s in you. The e Ip go farther fc start" 
where others stop It’s why rnty 

S^OTC. It’s a class where you'll face unique challenges 
while developing skills like how to think on your hget 
and be a good leader. Register today. And hold on tight. 

Jt D M V EkfTlY’C w4p WiPl IWf 1 SB \m s^|# 
Unlike any other college course you can take* 

Call 346-ROTC 

COMMENTARY 
‘Cool off’ between legislative jobs 

"'C JTour state senator or represen- 
V' tative is working for you in 
JL the halls of the Oregon legis- 

lature today. Tomorrow he or she 
may be representing a special inter- 
est in those same halls as a lobbyist. 

I have a problem with that 
arrangement. 

The legislature should not be a 

stepping stone for someone looking 
for a lucrative job as a lobbyist. 
There should be a clean break—call 
it a cooling-off period—between 
representing the people and repre- 
senting special interest groups. 

House Speaker Mark Simmons 
raised this ethical cloud recently by 
accepting a job as political affairs 
director for the Oregon Association 
of Nurserymen. He plans to contin- 
ue serving as Speaker of the House 
while working for the nurserymen, 
although he has said he will not lob- 
by members of the Legislature until 
next session — when he will no 

longer be a sitting lawmaker. 
Don’t get me wrong. Mark Sim- 

mons is a decent guy who is just 
trying to make a living. But there is 
a larger question here. Should spe- 
cial interest groups have the ability 
to purchase the connections and 
influence of a legislator while that 
legislator is still in office? 

Under the current system, a law- 

Guest Commentary 

Mark 
Hass 

maker could be “interviewing” for 
a lobby job while he or she is still in 
office, in effect doing favors for the 
prospective employer. I think that 
stinks to high heaven. 

Twenty-seven other states have al- 
ready put the brakes on this poten- 
tial for trouble by banning lawmak- 
ers from immediately becoming 
paid lobbyists after they leave office. 
Oregon should add its name to this 
list and prevent legislators from lob- 
bying their former colleagues for two 

years. Making them sit out for at least 
one full legislative session may deter 
special influence groups from trying 
to buy their way into our representa- 
tive system of democracy. 

Oregon already has a similar ban 
for administrators of regulatory 
agencies, such as the Oregon Lot- 
tery and the Department of Con- 
sumer Affairs and Business. They 
can’t lobby or represent a group 
with business before the agency for 
two years after leaving their job. 

More than 20 former legislators 
lobbied the Oregon Legislature dur- 
ing the 2001 session, according to 

the Portland-based Money in Poli- 
tics Research Action Project. Five 
had left office within the previous 
year. I’m not questioning the integri- 
ty of these people. But appearance is 
important if we want to restore trust 
in our government officials. 

The public is already jaded about 
government. Just the suspicion that 
legislators spend time ingratiating 
themselves with prospective em- 

ployers is like pouring grease into a 

hot fire. Jumping from the legislature 
to the lobby feeds into the very cyni- 
cism that keeps people from voting. 

The legislature can take a big 
step toward reversing this cyni- 
cism by passing the Revolving 
Door Act to assure citizens their 
leaders are looking out for them 
— not looking for a new job. 

The Revolving Door Act is drafted 
and ready to go when the legislature 
convenes. In fact, it could have been 
considered in our recent special leg- 
islative session. But under Oregon 
House rules, permission is required 
for all legislation before it can be in- 
troduced in a special session. 

Sadly, the Speaker of the House 
never granted that permission. 
Mark Hass, Class of ’80, is a state 
representative whose district includes Raleigh 
Hills, part of Beaverton in Washington County 
and part of southwest Multnomah County. 

Letter to the editor 

University community 
invited to attend hearing 

Will the Moss-Columbia-Villard 
neighborhood be razed? Do you care 

about this idyllic 12 blocks owned 
and neglected by the University? 

It is possible that the right thing 
will happen to these blocks and 
the families living in them, but it 
is far more likely if your opinion 
is heard. 

Please take the time to attend the 
hearing on July 24 at 5 p.m. at City 
Hall or submit written comments 
to the City of Eugene Planning Of- 
fice anytime before the hearing. 

Zachary Vishanoff 
Eugene 
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90 CoMmoNs DRive 
EuGenE, OR 97401 

Open House 
This Weekend! 

338.4000 
OpeN 7 Days a weeK 

FuRNisHed 1, 2 & 4 BeDRoom AparTmeNts 
wiTh WasHeR & DRYeR 

• CLubHousE w/GaMe Room 

• FiTNess CEnTEr 

• AMPle REsiDEnT and VisiTor PArKinG 
• SwiMMinG Pool 

• LiGHtEd VoLLeyBaLL & BASKetBaLL CouRts 
• OuxdooR Gas GriLLs & BBQ 

• DECKeD OUT kiTCHeNS 

• CAbLe/lNteRNeT Hooxups 
• EMerGeNcY AlArM Buttons 

• iNdividuAl LeASEs 

• RooMMaTe MaTcHinG SERvicE 
• On Bus RoUTe to CAMpus 

4 BeDrooM, 2 bAtH stAmNg aT $325 
2 bEdRooM, 2 earh sTaRtinG At $395 

www.universitycommons.com 


