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world on all distances be-
tween 1,500 meters and 5,000
- meters,” he said.

From 1996 to 2000, El Guer-
rouj lost just three races in 54
- attempts, which included a
stretch of 29 consecutive wins.
That streak ended dramatical-
ly at the 2000 Olympics in
| Sydney when El Guerrouj, the
i clear favorite, was out-legged
| by Noah Ngeny of Kenya in

| the final meters of the 1,500.

It seems the Olympic spot-
light has been El Guerrouj's
only kryptonite. In the 1996
Atlanta games, he tripped in
the final lap, finishing 12th.

“It was the end of the world
... Every day I think of what
happened,” El Guerrouj said
in 2000 of his Atlanta fall.
“The memories have made me
strong like steel.”

And he showed that
strength in his win at the
2001 Pre Classic. Running in
a field that included Canadi-

an champion Kevin Sullivan,
Bernard Lagat of Kenya and
high school phenom Alan
Webb, El Guerrouj took con-
trol early and kept his lead —
despite his frustration with
the pace setter.

“The pace setter were out
a little too fast,” he said last
year. “To be able to run a
3:49 without pace setters is
pretty good.”

In an attempt to aid his
quest to break his own record
in -the mile, El Guerrouj is
bringing his own rabbit to
Hayward Field this year.

While this year’s Pre does
not feature sprint champion
Maurice Greene, El Guerrouj
will make wup for his
absence.

“Just having him here
makes my day,” Jordan said.

El Guerrouj may make more
than just Jordan's day Sunday;
in the end, everybody will
know his name.

E-mail sports editor Adam Jude
at adamjude@dailyemerald.com.

Jonathan House Emerald
Hicham El Guerrouj, waving to the crowd at the 2001
Pre Classic, returns to Hayward Field on Sunday for
just his third race in the United States.
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get an additional 10% off
sale merchandise now!

Eileen Fisher - ISDA - Lucky Jeans
Michael Stars - Velvet Tees - Laurie B
Nicole Miller - Blue Marlin - Kisca
Allen & Allen - Max Studio
Betsey Johnson - Iris Singer - Hard Tail

P www.melangedwomen.com
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and pizza parlour.
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