
Paying the price for efficiency on the road 
While hybrid 

gas-electric cars 

are eco-friendly, 
the registration 

fee is twice 
that of gasoline- 

powered vehicles 

By Marcus Hathcock 
lor the Emerald 

On 
Earth Day, the only way to cruise is in 

an energy-efficient, eco-friendly-car. 
Like something out of a space-age 

movie, car makers are producing 
half gasoline-powered/half electric vehicles 
called hybrids. 

Two hybrid vehicles have already appeared 
on the mass market: the Toyota Prius and the 
Honda Civic Hybrid. These cars contain both a 

gasoline-powered engine and an electric bat- 

tery that the engine charges. According to Hon- 
da and Toyota, the motor operates the car at 

low speeds and during city driving, while the 

engine is used for driving speeds a generator 
cannot handle. 

The Prius and the Civic both average 48 miles 

per gallon, according to Honda. Toyota claims 
that on the highway, the Prius' efficiency im- 

proves to 52 mpg. 
“I think it's new territory for people,” Roma- 

nia Toyota salesman Bob DeBell said. “Everyone 
is always a bit wary of new technology, but these 
hybrids are becoming more and more popular.” 

While these vehicles have the advantage of 
being ecologically sound and economically 
smart, the Oregon Legislature recently enacted 
a bill doubling the registration fee for such hy- 
brids. House Bill 2133 affected many different 
types of vehicles, and changed hybrid owners’ 

two-year registration fees from $30 to $60. 
“On the surface, this (fee) sounds like a disin- 

centive (for people to buy hybrids),” Oregon De- 

partment of Motor Vehicles spokesman David 
House said. “It's simply a method to fund the 

highway system.” 
According to House, most of the money the 

Oregon Department of Transportation receives 
for highway maintenance comes from the 24 

cents per gallon gasoline tax. He said that since 

hybrid vehicles do not consume as much gaso- 
line as traditional vehicles, the Oregon Legisla- 
ture had to make up for the potential financial 
loss. 

House added that while the double fee for hy- 
brid vehicles may seem unfair and could be a 

discouragement to would-be buyers, Oregon's 
vehicle registration fees are the “second lowest” 
in the nation. 

“In other states, the registration fee is based 
on the value of the car,” he said. “A two-year reg- 
istration could be $400 to $600 for a new car.” 
With that in mind, House said Oregon's registra- 
tion fees aren't that bad. 

If the $60 fee still seems too steep, House said 
the government provides hybrid buyers a state 

income tax credit worth up to $1,500. 
“The state provides an 

incentive for people 
who purchase 

these vehicles,” 
House said. 

University Senior Research Associate of 
Physics Frank Vignola said that while the tax 

break is a good incentive, the registration fee is 
“foolish” and unnecessary. 

“I've heard people grumbling about this,” Vi- 

gnola said. He said that it's not the fee itself 
that irritates people; it’s that the government 
should simply take $30 off the $1,500 tax cred- 
it, instead of giving money out and then taking 
some of it back. 

“I don't think they realized what they were 

what they were doing when (the Legislature) 
proposed this bill,” Vignola said. “It's a mistake 
that can be fixed, but needs to be fixed.” 

DeBell said that the higher registration fees 
have little to no effect on hybrid buyers. 

“People don’t usually worry about the regis- 
tration fee,” DeBell said. “That's just something 
people expect to pay. Some people are a little 
miffed that they're buying an ecologically sound 
car and are being penalized for it, but that does- 
n't stop them from buying it.” 

Marcus Hathcock is a freelance reporter for the Emerald. 

Free Trees 
In honor of 

Earth Day, 
Sundance will 

give away 930 

Douglas Fir and 

Port Orford Cedar § 

seedlings 
11-6PM 

013774 

Saturday & Sunday, April 20th & 21st 

Natural Foods 
4% 
Unique Eugene 

Many thanks to D.L. Phipps State Forest 

Nursery for providing the trees 

Open Daily 7am-11pm • 24th & Hilyard • 343-9142 

Nourishing our Community since 1971 

The Best In Italian Dining Since 1973 

PIZZA 

4 N 

HOMEMADE 
pizza • shrimp fettucini • 

manicotti • calzone • ravioli • 

cannelloni • spinach lasagna • 
specialty dinners • fresh pasta 
florentine • fresh salads 

LUNCH • DINNER • FINE WINES • MICROBREWS 

TUESDAY: All You Can Eat 

Spaghetti & Garlic Bread: $3.50 

Free Delivery • 484-0996 
2673 Willamette (27th & Willamette) • 2506 Willakenzie (Oasis Plaza) 

Q£Q Warm Friendly Atmosphere 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
MUSEUM of NATURAL HISTORY 

Discovery Day 
Bring the family and your 
treasures ... 

./ Talk to the experts 

./ View displays 
4 Watch demonstrations 

4 Enjoy great food, and maybe win 
a raffle prize! 

Saturday, April 27, Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Museum of Natural History courtyard 
1680 East 15th Avenue, near Agate Street 
$3 per person; $6 per family 
Sorry, no monetary appraisals will be given 
(541) 346-3024 natural-history.uoregon.edu 
A benefit for the Friends of the Museum of 
Natural History 


