
The Pit’s the place 
McArthur 

Court is every- 
thing that is right about 
college sports. 

The place has no luxury boxes, 
caters to the students, and you can’t 
find a drop of alcohol in the entire 
place. (Of course, serving alcoholic 
beverages is banned by the NCAA, 
but it’s kind of ironic considering 
that “Budweiser” advertisements 
adorn the third-level seating area.) 

As the venerable 75-year-old 
Mac Court hosts its first, and likely 
its last, Pacific-10 Conference Tour- 
nament this weekend, the specter 
of a newer, more modem arena has 
reared its ugly head. I mean, isn’t it 
kind of a neat thing to say that Ore- 
gon has one of the most revered 
gymnasiums and playing facilities 
in all of the college world? 

It’s definitely been a treat to be 
able to see some great basketball 
played at the Pit since I arrived at 
the University last year. 

But discussing a new building is 
kind of an inevitable thing in this 
day and age. This is something that, 
in a perfect world, no one wants to 
talk about. Corporate sponsorships 
and luxury boxes are the name of the 
game today, and undoubtedly will 
become the sole focus of a new are- 

na, whether those discussions are a 

year or 20 years from now. 

And that’s a shame. The new 

buildings across the country sparkle 
like a diamond in sunlight, but there 
really is no personality to them. 
Some of the greatest places to watch 
a game—like Stanford’s Maples 
Pavilion or Duke’s Cameron Indoor 
Stadium—are neither the biggest 
nor the most plush. But, boy, can 

they pack the fans in. 
The Pit is definitely one of those 

buildings. The players love stand- 
ing on tbe Oregon “O” at half-court, 
and the fans, well, let’s just say, 
they are some of the most intense 
on the West Coast. What other 
school can lay claim to a nickname 
like the “Pit Crew,” much less take 
pride in it? 

So now there is discussion about 
a new building that would seat 
16,000. Of course, with a capacity 
like that, the place would be a mul- 
ti-purpose facility and could host 
more than just basketball. 

But 16,000? Is that really neces- 

sary? Is there really a need to attract 
the Britney Spears and ’NSYNCs of 
the world? 

Absolutely not. 
And to say that Oregon basket- 

ball could continually pack in 
16,000 per game is foolish talk. The 
Pit holds a little more than 9,000 

fans and has sold out just six of 16 
men’s home games this season. 

But unlike football, basketball is 
not of religious stature to the peo- 
ple of Eugene. Sure, when the 
teams are successful, the fans will 
come out in droves. But what hap- 
pens when the Ducks have a down 

year? 
The city of 

Eugene could 
not support a 

16,000 seat 

arena, but it 
could support 
a building, of 
say, 13,000. 
That number 
could be ap- 
propriate for 
the kind of at- 
tendance fig- 
ures the Ore- 
gon basketball 

teams already receive. The 
women’s team, for example, fills 
more than half of Mac Court during 
their games, which is tops in the 
Pac-10. These figures would easily 
translate into an arena that size. 

But whatever is decided, the 
Oregon Athletic Department needs 
to make sure that all teams get ac- 

cess to the new building. 
University Vice President Dan 

Williams said Monday that fans 
will still be able to see “wrestling, 
volleyball and possibly women’s 
basketball at McArthur Court if a 

new building is constructed. 
I just have one question to that: 

Why wouldn’t every team that’s able 
to play indoors get the chance to 

compete at the new facility? Every 
athlete on campus deserves to get the 
same treatment as others on campus. 

Just because volleyball doesn’t 
attract more than 1,000 fans a 

match doesn’t mean they wouldn’t 
benefit from an improved facility 

Of course, something like this 
would need to be discussed if a new 

arena is agreed upon, but that kind of 
talk needs to be dismissed. Each ath- 
lete has a right to the best things the 
University has to offer, and a new sta- 
dium would be one of those things. 

The day is upon us when the un- 

thinkable has begun to happen. It 
has been in the back of everyone’s 
mind for quite awhile now, but 
only recently has the presence of a 

new facility been discussed. 
It’s tough, but we’re all just going 

to have to like it. 
But whatever happens, remember 

the 75 years that McArthur Court has 
given die University. There will nev- 

er be another place like it. 

Sports brief 

University to install 
new field with NeXturf 

University students will be the 
beneficiaries of the decision not to 
reinstall last year’s playing surface 
into Autzen Stadium when the ma- 

jority of the facility’s renovation is 
completed this summer. 

Instead, the NeXturf synthetic 
surface, installed in Autzen Stadi- 
um for the first time last summer, 
will be used by the University to aid 
in the addition of a second artificial 
surface field on campus for use by 
the Department of Physical Activity 
and Recreation Sendees. 

The new turf field, originally 
planned as part of the construction 
of the Recreation Center two years 
ago, was deleted from the project to 
remain within budget. The field 
will serve to complement Oregon’s 
lone multi-purpose student recre- 

Wrestling 
continued from page 9 
Fresno State on Feb. 8 and No. 25 

Oregon State on Feb. 13. 

Oregon is not ranked in the Divi- 
sion I Coaches Poll, but Fresno State 
holds the No. 20 position. The Bull- 
dogs recently defeated No. 13 Ari- 
zona State and a strong Cal Poly 
team. Fresno State’s senior leader, 
Stephen Abas (125 pounds), now 

holds a school record of 137 victories. 
Individually, four Oregon 

wrestlers are ranked in their weight 
classes. Heavyweight Eric Webb is 
ranked No. 20, falling one spot from 

Women’s 
continued from page 9 

the best single-season percentage in 
the Ducks’ history. 

Finally, at 4.15 assists per game, 
she ranked sixth in the Pac-10. 

Sophomore Cathrine Kraayeveld 
was fourth in the conference in 
field goal percentage at .500, and 
with 7.6 rebounds per game, she 
ranked sixth in the conference. 

Craighead ended her Oregon ca- 
reer by shooting 42 percent from 
beyond the three-point arc, and 
was ninth in the Pac-10 with 1.79 
steals per game. 

Record watch 
Craighead, who finished her reg- 

ular season career with two three- 
pointers against Washington on 

Saturday, now has 160 in her ca- 

ation field, which is primarily used 
for the University’s intramural 
sports and recreational programs. 

The second artificial surface, 
which will be located immediately 
south of the existing recreational 
field and to the west of Hayward 
Field, is expected to be completed 
in time for the beginning of the 2002 
fall term. 

The Athletic Department’s gift 
will not only include the turf, but 
the site excavation and preparation 
for installation as well, with all the 
costs, including the purchase and 
installation of the new turf at 
Autzen Stadium, estimated to be be- 
tween $800,000 and $900,000. 

When the synthetic surface was 

installed at Autzen Stadium last 
summer, the original intent was to 
have it removed following the 
Ducks’ final football game Dec. 1 in 
order to diminish possible damage 
that could have occurred during the 
current stadium expansion and ren- 

ovation project. It was then to have 
been permanently reinstalled in 
time for the 2002 football home 
opener against Mississippi State on 

Aug. 31. 
The Athletic Department has de- 

cided to replace the former surface 
with FieldTurf, which consists of 
polyethylene and polypropylene 
fibers designed to resist extreme 
temperature and weather condi- 
tions. 

“Because of our extraordinary 
football season, we are in a position 
to offer our turf to the Department of 
Physical Activities and Recreation 
Services free of cost, thus enabling 
intercollegiate athletics to install an 

alternate product that will be more 

suitable to our needs,” Oregon Ath- 
letic Director Bill Moos said. “NeX- 
turf will be ideal for PARS consid- 
ering the demands on their facilities 
from intramurals, club sports and 
general student use. 

—from staff and wire reports 

last week. No. 17 Brian Watson 
maintained his ranking in the 141- 

pound class as did No. 10 Shaun 
Williams at 125 pounds. Senior Eu- 
gene Harris (165 pounds) improved 
his ranking one slot from last week 
and now holds the No. 4 position. 

Up and down Beavers 
In their last dual meet of the sea- 

son, Oregon State broke Boise 
State’s seven-match winning streak 
with a 20-11 victory on Feb. 16. 
This win followed two straight 
losses to Fresno State and Oregon. 

The Beavers’ heavyweight 
wrestler No. 7 Jason Cooley won 

reer. That is good enough to place her 
second all-time in Oregon history, 
trailing only Missy Croshaw’s 189. 

Her 42 percent made this season 

is also good for fourth all-time, this 
time trailing Michele Ebele’s 1988- 
89 mark by 5 percent. 

At one of the guard positions, 
Williams has again made her way 
into the record books. The Portland 
native is ninth in school history in 
scoring at 1,335 points. She trails 
eighth place by 57 points. 

Williams scored 471 points this 
season, including 331 in Pac-10 
play. If she keeps up that pace, she 
will end her Oregon career next 
season with 1,806 points, good for 
fourth all-time. 

Regular season notes 
The Ducks finished 10-8, their 

ninth straight winning season in 

his seventh straight match in the 
win and Oregon State head coach 
Joe Wells is encouraged with the. 
way his team is wrestling. 

“This was a big match for seed- 
ing opportunities and for us to 
vault off of this dual meet win,” 
Wells said. “Boise State had just 
come off beating Oregon and Fres- 
no State, and we kind of won in 
fine fashion, so I’m pleased with 
me win. I’m excited about opportu- 
nities for the Pac-10 champi- 
onships.” 
E-mail sports reporter Chris Cabot 
at chriscabot@dailyemerald.com. 

conference play... Oregon averaged 
72.7 points per game, fourth in the 
Pac-10 ... Three Ducks recorded 
double-doubles this season, with 
Kraayeveld earning five ... On Jan. 
6 against Arizona, Williams became 
the only Duck to post more than 30 

points in a game with a career-high 
tying 31... Kraayeveld was the only 
Duck to be named Pac-10 Player of 
the Week when she earned the hon- 
ors on Feb. 18 ... The Ducks led the 
Pac-10 again in attendance as 4,613 
fans on average watched Oregon at 
McArthur Court. They did not, 
hoT' *er, draw in the largest crowd 
of the season; 6,193 watched Ore- 
gon State defeat the Ducks in Janu- 
ary, but an earlier Stanford-Ten- 
nessee game in Palo Alto, Calif., 
attracted 7,391 people. 
E-mail sports reporter Hank Hager 
at hankhager@dailyemerald.com. 
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Room 300, Erb Memorial Union 
PO. Box 3159, Eugene, OR 97403 
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Online Edition: 
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To place an ad, call 

(541) 346-4343 or 

stop by Room 300 Erb 
Memorial Union 

105 TYPING/RESUME SERVICES 

At 344-0759, ROBIN is GRAD 
SCHOOL APPROVED. 30-year the- 
sis/dissertation background. Term 

papers. Full resume service. Editing. 
Laser pr ON CAMPUS! 

— 

“Give Me Five!** 
Run your “FOR SALE” ad (items 
under $1,000) for 5 days. If the 
item(s) doesn’t sell, call us at 

346-4343 and we’ll run your ad 
again for another 5 days FREE! 

Student/Private Party Ads Only»No Refunds 

Wednesday is New Comic Day 
at Emerald City Comics. 
770 E. 13th 345-2568. 

130 CARS/TRUCKS/CYCLES 
’98 2D red Honda Civic DX, CD, al- 
loy wheels, 42k mi., $9,000 obo 
345-8883 Alex. 

160 PETS & SUPPLIES 
Free Dalmatian to good home. 

461-8105 

165 SPORTS EQUIPMENT 

White water kayak, Dagger Vortex. 
Full package, fits 5’10"-6’4". $500. 
998-1330. 

180TRAVEL & LODGING 

Travelling soon? Apply for a credit 
card and fly as low as $119 round 
trip. Call today 485-8839. 

190 OPPORTUNITIES 

BUYER BEWARE 
The Oregon Daily Emerald assumes no 

liability for ad content or response. Ads are 
screened for illegal content and mail order 
ads must provide a sample of item for sale. 
Otherwise, ads that appear too good to be 
true, probably are. 

Respond at your own risk. 

Leadership Opportunity 
Volunteer to represent the student 
body on the Oregon Daily Emerald 
Board of Directors. It’s the kind of 
community involvement that you’ll 
enjoy and employers value. 
The Board meets once a month (ex- 
cept during December, July and Au- 
gust) to oversee broad policy issues 
including financial, legal and person- 
nel matters. You don’t have to worry 
about content and day-to-day stuff- 
just the big picture. This volunteer 
position is open to currently-enrolled 
students at the University of Oregon. 
To apply please email your name, 
phone #, major, expected graduation 
date and a brief statement of interest 
to 
emerald @ oregon.uoregon.edu 
Applications will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
The Oregon Daily Emerald is an 
equal opportunity employer commit- 
ted to a culturally diverse workplace. 

Summer Work in Alaska! 
Alaska Seafood Processing Jobs Di- 
rectory. Send name, return address 
& $15 money order to KLD Market- 
ing. 117 Farmview Drive, St. Helens, 
OR 97051. 

COMPUTER/ MAILORDER 
$500-7500 mo. PT/FT 

Free info, 800-984-9258 
yestodreams.com 

Full selection of pre-employment de- 
tox products. Higher Source. 135 E. 
13th St. Open late every day. 342- 
6135. 

Part-time weekend mill work avail at 
Eagle Veneer in Junction City, 
please apply in person at 16th & 
Greenwood. M-F 7am-5pm. 

205 HELP WANTED 
Now accepting applications for peer 
health education interns through the 
UO Health Center. This small semi- 
nar class accepts 12 new students/ 
term. If interested go to 
http://healthed.uoregon.edu and fill 
out the application or call Ramah 
Leith 346-0562. 

CAMP COUNSELORS have the 
summer of a lifetime & get paid for it! 
Overnight camps in Pocono Mtns of 
PA need couns to teach & assist in 
all activity areas! Apply on-line at 
www. pineforestcamp. com. 

Cruise line. Entry-level, on-board po- 
sitions avail., great benefits. Sea- 
sonal/ Yr.-Round. 323-644-2102. 
www.cruisecareers.com. 

Earn what you’re worth! Large inter- 
national company needs distributors 
for home business. 1-888-233-4951. 

www. jrmoney now. com 


