
instant rebate 
on a new Nokia phone 

Offer ends this Monday—hurry while supplies last! 
February 21-25, new customers get a Nokia 5170i phone for just $49.99 plus 
tax after $30 instant rebate, plus the first month of service is free! That’s five 
days only to get $30 off, right there in the store. Then, you can enjoy truly 
unlimited calls over your Cricket® service area for just $32.95 a month plus 
tax, and U.S. long distance for just 8« a minute. Hurry-this limited time offer 
ends on. Monday. Visit participating Cricket® locations while supplies last. 

cricket 
Comfortable Wireless0 

Get started with a new Nokia 51701 phone for just $49.99 plus tax. 

For more information call 1-800-CRICKET or visit us at www.cricketcommunications.com 
—- Cricket Store -;-—- 

Springfield 
Gateway Park 

1024 Harlow Rd. 
541-744-1473 

—- Also Available at -—-——- 

(Eugene) A+ Wireless, 841 E. 13th • Ace-America's Cash Express, 895 W. 7th • Chevron, 1710 W. 18th 
Executive Wireless, 166 West 6th • Ship N' Chex, 1020 Green Acres • Soundsational Car Audio, 2940 W. 11th • The Site Source, 1801 Willamette 

Totally Cellular, 1050 Green Acres • Western States Cellular, 1701 W. 11th Ave. • (Springfield) • ACE-America's Cash Express, 177 Q St. 
Direct-Tel Wireless, 105 S. 14th • Totally Cellular, 107 W. Q • (Junction City) MTM Communications, 325 Holly St. 
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Christensen 
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it really quick to James (Davis), who 
had back-cut on the bottom and then 
I back-cut from the top, and James 
somehow got it to me. 

“Then I thought I was going to 
trick the lay-up again, but I finally 
got it in.” 

I 
As is evidenced by his detailed 

description of the action, Chris- 
tensen’s mind thinks like a coach. 
His first year on the Ducks in 1997- 
98 was also Kent’s first year as a 

coach. Christensen was given the 
opportunity to walk on and hasn’t 
wasted his five years of sitting on the 
bench in the Pacific-10 Conference. 

“I definitely want to coach,” said 
Christensen, who was voted the 
team’s most inspirational player in 
2000. “That’s all I have dreamt 

| about. I want to be a college coach 
I for life.” 

I 
He is described by his teammates 

a^The link between the coaches and 
the players. Often, Kent will talk to 
him to see get a pulse on his team, es- 

pecially that of Chris Christoffersen. 
Christensen and Christoffersen 

met at a basketball camp in Den- 
mark in 1995. Two years later, 

I 
Christoffersen came over from Den- 
mark as an exchange student and 
lived with the Christensens while 
playing basketball at Nordhoff High 
in Ojai, Calif. 

Christensen was a year older and 

| walked on at Oregon and Christof- 
fersen followed the next year. The 

i two seniors still live with each other, 
along with Christensen’s little broth- 
er and Christoffersen’s girlfriend. 

“That was always a huge wish 
list for both of us to be able to play 
college ball together,” Christof- 
fersen said. “It’s worked out great. 
He’s one of the smartest guys on the 
team and everybody loves him.” 

“How can you not like Kristian?” 
fellow senior Mark Michaelis said. 

i“He’s 
a great guy. It’s a jewel that we 

have him. You don’t really notice 
him unless yoy’re in the program. 
He knows so much about the game.” 

Now, the affable smile at the end 
of the bench has one final game left 
at Mac Court. His mother, Pia, will 
be flying up from California on Sat- 
urday to be there with her son as 

they honor the seniors before the 
game against Washington. 

It’ll be an emotional time for the 
family as they celebrate a college 
career that began in tragic circum- 
stances. A week before Christensen 
was to arrive at Oregon as a fresh- 
man in the fall of 1997, his father, 
Peter, passed away. 

“That was a tough first year, but 
coach Kent and coach (Greg) Gra- 
ham have really looked out for me,” 
said Christensen, whose father 
once played for the Dallas Cow- 
boys. “They’ve helped me along. 
And this year, for the first time real- 
ly, I’ve been able to get all the prob- 
lems behind me and just have fun 
and enjoy it.” 

He can even make fun of himself 
for situations such as his shot at- 

tempt against Oregon State last Sat- 
urday that nailed the side of the 
backboard and sent the bench into 
non-stop laughter. More than any 
game action, though, he’ll take with 
him the memories of being a part of 
the team. 

It s finally hitting me that it’s 
coming to an end,” Christensen 
said. “This has been my family for 
so long.” 

And he can’t Hvait to have his 
mother there by his side Saturday 
when he bids adieu to his faithful 
fans. 

“It’s going to be amazing, but 
more so for my mom,” Christensen 
said. “She’s been put through so 

much. I’ve paid for my own school, 
taken out loans, just trying to get by. 

“It hasn’t been easy for us, but it’s 
been worth it.” 

E-mail assistant sports editor Jeff Smith 
atjeffsmith@dailyemerald.com. 


