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Security screener Don Dove sits at his checkpoint waiting for the afternoon rush at the Eugene Airpont.

Airport security runs smoothly

M The Eugene Airport had
only occasional bottlenecks
at security, even though
new legislation took effect

By Brook Reinhard
Oregon Daily Emerald

Eugene's airport appeared to run
without problems over the week-
end, in spite of employing new se-
curity measures designed to keep
airplanes from being bombed.

“Airlines and our security compa-
ny have had to react and put on addi-
tional manpower,” Eugene Airport
operations director Mike Coontz said.

Congress passed the Aviation
and Transportation Security Act on
Nov. 19 in response to the events of
Sept. 11, mandating new security
measures that, at the time, even
Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Mineta publicly said would be
hard to meet.

But the Eugene Airport saw no
significant delays this weekend,
apart from the occasional bottle-
neck at security.

“The line goes from real short to
real long, real fast,” Horizon Air
employee David Wilcoxen said.
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Employees such as Wilcoxen are
responsible for checking passenger
identification and requesting help
from airport security screeners so
they can randomly check bags for
bombs. While he doesn't personal-
ly take part in any of the security
screenings, Wilcoxen has memo-
rized the rules already.

“If you don’t get on the plane,
your bag doesn’t go,” he stated.

Don Dove, an airport security
screener hired three months ago,
said security has followed stricter
procedures for some time,

“It’s no different than yester-
day,” Dove said Friday morning.
He doesn't search every bag, but
when he does, he rummages
through it, taking out all the cloth-
ing and looking for illegal and
banned materials.

“This airport ain’t that big,” Dove
said. Right now, he only examines bags
when the airline computer tells him to.

Passengers were aware of the
new regulations Friday and already
had started packing differently.

“My packing doesn’t get quite as
personal,” traveler Marian Hill
said. Several minutes after check-
ing her baggage, Hill walked
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through security and waited at least
five minutes while officials went
through her purse, examining her
wallet and taking everything out
before letting her proceed.

“It's not that the regulations
aren't necessary, I just don’t know
how effective they’ll be,” she said.

Margaret Murphy, a Monday
morning passenger on her way to
California to look for a job, had seen
security screeners go much further.

In California, “they made me
take off my tennis shoes and
checked the soles for gunpowder,”
Murphy said. She isn’t packing any
differently, but she said that new
regulations have made her aware
how important it is to examine
what’s taken on a plane.

Screeners at the Eugene Airport
weren’t examining any shoes, and
Coontz stressed that the airport is
trying to make the transition as easy
as possible.

“Even though there’s more secu-
rity required, we want to make it an
easy experience going through the
airport,” Coontz said.

E-mail community reporter Brook Reinhard at
brookreinhard@dailyemerald.com.
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* Airfare Specials »

$192.00*
$399.00%
$499.00*

Ft. Lauderdale -
Mexico City -
San Jose, CR

PHOTO
SPECIALS

JANUARY 21-27

REPRINTS AND
ENLARGEMENTS

3x5-6forS.9

4x6-5forS$1.00
5x7-2forS1.50
8x10/12-51.50

35mm rmfnr ne

g days for 3x enlorgements
and 5-10 days for 8x enlargements

FUJICOLOR
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UNIVERSITY of OREGON

BOOKSTORE

www.uobookstore.com

See what you've been missing.

3 EUGENE
LOCATIONS

US WESTSIDE
1740 West 18th Ave. 2540 Willakenzie Rd.
343-5555

766 East 13th Ave.
343-3333

1249 alder street
eugene, of 97401

appetizers + burgers * wraps * soups
sandwiches « salads * specialties

Student Specials
with your UO i.d. card

Macaroni Mondays
$499

Burger & beer Tuesdays
includes a pint of your

ch0|ce $5°°

Fried chicken Wednesdays
with all you can eat fries

3550

French-fry Thursdays
all you can eat $3°%

(Special offer after 5:00 pm only)

Also featuring:
Wraps
Sandwiches
Soups
Salads
Desserts

And other homemade specialties

g 344.1960
open mon-fri 11am, sat/sun 9am

frame & lenses
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SHELDON
484-9999
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The nation’s

blood supply depends
on you to donate regularly.

Register in the EMU
Building Main
Lobby




