WA Philadelphia dance troupe
brings its eclectic style to the
Hult Center on Monday

By Jen West
Oregon Daily Emerald

Dance often expresses much
more than the movement of feet. It
can explore the artistic characteris-
tics of a simple handshake.

Philadanco (Philadelphia Dance
Company) incorporates such cul-
tural idiosyncrasies into its per-
formances. The Hult Center for the
Performing Arts will present Phi-
ladanco on Jan. 21 at the Silva
Concert Hall.

Joan Myers Brown, who serves
as both the troupe’s executive di-
rector and artistic director, said
she founded Philadanco in 1970
for young African-American
dancers who had little or no op-
portunity to perform without
leaving the community. She said
she enlisted her friends’ and rel-
atives' help, and they all worked
together to start up Philadanco.

Philadance has now grown to
include dancers from many cultur-

al backgrounds and performs for
audiences around the world, ac-
cording to Dawn Marie Watson,
one of the dancers in the company.

Brown said Monday's perform-
ance will consist of two ballets
from “Messages from the Heart”
and two other selections.

“The audience is going
fo expect high energy
—but we surprise people.”

Gabriele TesfaGuma
dancer, Philadanco

“It was supposed to be a full
evening of four ballets, but two of
the ballets (from “Messages from
the Heart") were not to my liking,”
Brown said.

The program will also include
musical selections from Zap
Mama, an Afro-Euro a cappella
women'’s ensemble; Led Zeppelin;
The Mysterious Voices of Bulgaria,
a Bulgarian female choir; and an
original score by composer
Michael Wimberly.

Japan Night
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shows recipients that many people
are thinking of them.

“The cranes are usually given to
someone who is sick or has suf-
fered misfortune,” Honda said.

An origami booth will be one of
the activities open to visitors after
the formal events of the evening
conclude. There will also be tradi-

tuesday

Snooker 1/2 price.

sunday | Pool Special

Bring a friend and get 25% OFF regular price.

| Table Tennis Special
Play 15 minutes, get the next 15 minutes FREE.

wednesday | Dorm Pool Special
Show your dorm key and get 25% OFF regular price.

thursday | Duck Days Pool Special
Wear UO colors or apparel and get 25% OFF regular price.

friday/saturday | Snooker Special

Play 30 minutes, get the next 30 minutes FREE.

emu ground floor | 346-3711 | www.emu.voregon.edu /break

tional Japanese games with prizes, a
Japanese club with a nonalcoholic
bar and a Japanese haunted house.

The $6 student admission ($7
general) includes the bento dinner,
one free drink, cotton candy and
entrance to all entertainment.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and close
at 9:30 p.m.

E-mail reporter Mason West
at masonwest@dailyemerald.com.

Brown said the company'’s goal
is to “expose the audience to the
work of many choreographers.”

Watson described the company’s
style of dancing as a mix of ballet,
jazz, modern and African dancing,

“You can expect a very ener-
getic performance,” she said. “You
always get your money’s worth,
We dance all night long.”

She said one of her favorite
dances in the show is called
“Hands Singing Songs,” which
explores how handshaking has
evolved and changed. The slang
term for the hand gestures is
“dap,” she said, and it is the
way many African Americans
shake hands. :

“It shows how expressive we
are,” Watson said.

Gabriele TesfaGuma has been
dancing with Philadanco for
five years.

“The audience is going to expect

high energy — but we surprise
people,” he said.

He predicted that audiences will
be left wondering how the dancers
maintain such high energy
throughout the performance.
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Dancers to mix jazz, ballet, African

“There's always something
new happening, and it keeps per-
forming fun and exciting,”

TesfaGuma said.

He added that in his experience,
the dance world is changing to em-
phasize more of the technical as-
pects of dancing,

A dancer’s personality shines
through the performance, he
said, and “all the dancers (in
Philadanco) are very well
trained, but it's still important to
be able to touch people — bring
emotions to performance.”

The performance will begin at
8 p.m. following a preconcert lec-
ture by Brown. The lecture is free
and open to the public. It will be-
gin at 7 p.m. in Studio One at the
Hult Center.

Tickets are $18 to $26 for the
general public and $14 for youth
and students. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Hult Center box of-
fice by calling 682-5000, at the
EMU Ticket Office or online at
www.hultcenter.org.

E-mail reporter Jen West
at jenwest@dailyemerald.com.
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Will an old friend
appear today?

find out in the ODE Classifieds
every day!

WAREHOUSE

Jan. 16-19

Wednesday-Saturday
9:00 AM -9:00 PM

Jan. 20
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9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Fashions from the pages of the
J-Crew Catalog up to 70 % off!!

(Nothing over 39.99!)

*excluding leather & cashmere

Lane County Fairgrounds
Auditorium
796 W. 13th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402

From North: Travel Southbound on I-5 until you reach 1-105. Take the

westbound offramp into Eugene. As freeway approaches it ends on 7th St., stay
in the middle lane and travel down Jefferson Ave. This will lead you directly to
the fairgrounds,

From West: Travel castbound on the 126, This road will turn into West 11th
St. as it enters Eugene. Stay in the right hand lane as West 11th approaches

Garfield, and then turn right into Garfield, merge immediately into the left
hand lane and turn left into 13th St. continuing eastbound. The fairgrounds
will be approximately 1 mile down.

We accept Visa, Mastercard, American Express
J-Crew Credit Cards, Cash and Checks (with frroper ID)

*Includes Irregulars, Damaged & Customer Returns




