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creation and funding of a database
of international students, setting up
new requirements for schools and
universities and new INS admis-
sion procedures,

“(The proposals) may be contro-
versial, but there has to be recogni-
tion that this is an unprecedented
time in the country, and our nation-
al security depends on our system
functioning to ensure that terrorists
do not take advantage of the vulner-
abilities in the student visa pro-
gram," Feinstein said.

Feinstein first spoke of the propos-
als last Thursday in an interview
with the New York Times. Although
University and other higher educa-
tion officials were not surprised by
the proposals, many questioned the
need for such strong measures.

“It would be a shame to see this
kind of reaction in response to the

events (of Sept. 11),” said Ginny
Stark, associate director of the Of-
fice of International Education
and Exchange.

Student leaders agreed.

“In the past, the Oregon Student
Association has opposed any and all
efforts to restrict access to educa-
tion,” said Joelle Lester, OSA execu-
tive director.

A spokesman for Feinstein said
higher education officials were con-
sulted during the formulation of the
proposals, which attempt to fill in
gaps inregulations in student visas.

“It was the educators who told us
there were (visa) monitoring gaps,”
said Jim Hock. “The student visa
category is the most unregulated
and exploited visa category.”

Hock said reforms are necessary
to the student visa program be-
cause officials believe at least one
of the suicide pilots involved in
the attacks enrolled at a college in
Oakland, Calif.,, in November
2000, but never appeared at
school. He also said the proposals
should come before a committee
in the next two weeks.

Many officials lay fault on lax
processes by the INS. Stark said that
all international students must go
through rigorous application and
screening processes before being ac-
cepted to the University.

However, once the student enters
the University, “there is never any
follow-up by the INS,” Stark said.
After international students have
entered the country, Stark said, the
INS should do a better job in track-
ing students’ movements.

Academic officials and the federal
government have often been at odds
over many issues relating to interna-
tional students. Many Universities
and NAFSA: Association of Higher
Educators complained this summer
about the rising number of student
visarejections in some countries, no-
tably China. Also, many officials
fought with the INS over the pro-
posed Student and Exchange Visitor
Program, a database which will track
international students and scholars,
At one point, the INS attempted to
force universities to collect a $95 fee
from each international student to
pay for the program.

Feinstein's proposals address
many issues surrounding the data-
base, including full financial support.
Rogers, who is also the chairman of a
consular-affairs working group for
NAFSA, fears the database will be too
obtrusive and error-prone.

“The government has the need to
obtain information, and I don’t have
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an issue there,” Rogers said. “The
potential for abuse and fraud is
enormous. We all know how hard it
is to change federal records when
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something wrong goes in.”

John Liebhardt is the higher education editor
for the Oregon Daily Emerald. He can be
reached at johnliebhardt@dailyemerald.com.

Close the distance...

Do you need to be away from campus during the term?
* Attending an internship site

* Working a job

* Family needs

You can close the distance with online courses!

Some courses require a reading packet, which can be obtained through the mail

from the UO bookstore.

AAD 250: Art & Human Values *

AAD 252: Art & Gender *

ASTR 121: The Solar System *

ASTR 123: Galaxies & Expanding Universe *
PHYS 101: Essentials of Physics *

PHYS 162: Solar Energy & Alternatives *

These courses require you to establish exam proctor arrangements in your location if
you are unable to take exams in Eugene. A text book is required, which can be
obtained through the mail from the UO bookstore.

Complete course information, special requirements, and testing procedures are
available on our website. A reliable e-mail account and Internet connection are
mandatory for all courses. It is expected that students will complete the course
within the term, as you would if this were a classroom course. Some courses are
self-paced and allow students to finish early. Testing procedures vary per course.

* These courses are administered by the office of Continuing Education and have

addition to your regular tuition.

...with online courses!

EC 201: Intro to Economic Analysis: Microeconomics
EC 202: Intro to Economic Analysis: Macroeconomics
GEOL 306: Volcanoes & Earthquakes *

GEOL 307: Oceanography *

LING 150: Structure of English Words

PS 201: United States Politics

PS 204: Introduction to Comparative Politics

a self-support fee of $415. If you are a full-time student, this fee will be in

Close the distance at
de.uoregon.edu
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