
a flying 
machine 

Junior Jason Willis, a former walk-on, is 

shining and smiling in his role as the Ducks’ 
top receiver so far this season 

8y Adam Jude 
Jregon Daily Emerald 

ou don’t need X-ray vi- 
sion to see the smile 
pouring out of Jason 

JL Willis’s helmet when his 
favorite play is called. 

""he junior wide receiver is no 

longer surprised when quarterback 
Joey Harrington calls out the “fly 
sweep” in the huddle. But before 
Willis became synonymous with 
end-around, the former high 
school running back was just con- 
tent with contributing any way he 
could. And contribute he did in 
Oregon’s 35-30 victory over Texas 
in the Holiday Bowl last season. 

“It was a shock to me,” Willis 
said of the play call which led to 
his four-yard touchdown run Dec. 
29. “I was in the huddle, and he 
called the play and I was like 
‘Wow, this is coming to me, I gotta’ 
get in there.' And I did. I couldn’t 
believe it. It was just an unbeliev- 
able feeling. 

“Hopefully there’ll be more to 
come." 

It’s hard to imagine Willis doing 
more, but if he gets his way, there 
will be much more to come for the 
former walk-on. 

Along with his knack for run- 

ning, Willis, since joining the 

Ducks in 1998, has developed 
great hands. The 6-foot-l, 190- 

pound junior leads the team with 
15 receptions and 191 yards. 

“I think I’m finally coming on 

now, I’ve improved over the years 
and finally coming up and making 
my spot,” Willis said. 

Along with his regular duty as a 

“possession receiver” in a high- 
powered offense, Willis also makes 
his mark on special teams. 

“With [receiver] Keenan 
[Howry] and Joey coming in as 

the go-to people, I’m just trying to 
be a possession receiver,” Willis 
said. “I’m just trying to fill in the 
spot that Marshan [Tucker, Ore- 
gon’s leading receiver last year] 
left behind. As far as special 
teams, I think that’s a big part of 
our team. Special teams win 
games and I want to contribute in 
any way I can.” 

If everything had ended up as 

originally planned, Oregon would 
be trying to prevent Willis from 
catching the ball instead of throwing 
to him. Out of Saint Bernard High 
School in Compton, Calif., Willis 
made an oral commitment to be a 

defensive back for Arizona State. 
The day before he was sched- 

uled to sign, however, Willis found 
out that he could not sign with the 

Adam Amato Emerald 
Junior Jason Willis, the Ducks’ top receiver this season, makes a diving attempt in Oregon’s 24-10 win over Utah on Sept. 8. 

Sun Devils because the school had 
some problems with recruiting. 
Luckily, though, Willis was accept- 
ed to Oregon on academic merits, 
he said. 

The No. 3 receiver last season, 
Willis has proven to his coaches 
and teammates that he belongs on 

the field every down. 
“His success hasn’t surprised 

me,” senior fullback Josh Line 
said. “He's just had to play behind 
people who are superstars and it’s 
his time to shine. I’m not surprised 
by anything he’s done because I’ve 
seen him do it throughout his 
whole career here in practice and 
in games. I’m excited for him.” 

Howry, a starting receiver the 
last two seasons, knows better than 
anyone that Willis deserves every 
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bit of success and recognition that 
he gets. 

“He means a great deal to this 
team,” Howry said. “He’s one of 
those rare players that gets every- 
thing done. He’s unbelievable.” 

And although the entire offense 
has yet to come together like many 
expected it to in the preseason, 
Howry said the receiving corps has 
gelled better than any group he’s 
been a part of. 

“This has never happened be- 
fore so early in the season,” Howry 
said. “The last two years I’ve been 
here both receivers have never re- 

ally played together in the same 

games. All of the receivers have re- 

ally stepped it up this year, espe- 
cially Jason.” 

If Harrington hopes to stay in 

the Heisman Trophy race and if 
the Ducks hope to accomplish 
their goal of reaching the nation- 
al championship, Willis, Howry 
and the entire supporting cast 
must lift the offense to the next 
level. 

“Offensively, we just need to 
come together consistently and 
we’ll be unstoppable,” Willis said. 
“As far as backs, I think we have 
the best backfield in the nation. 
The receiving corps, right now 

we’re not carrying the team, but we 
are stepping it up and making 
some big plays.” 

If Willis’s first two games are any 
indication of how big he will be, 
the Ducks seemed to be well on 
their way to fulfilling some of their 
lofty goals. 

Water Bottle 
& Carabiner 

($ 13 Value) with 
purchase of any 
$65 or greater 

Day Pack 
-' 

160 E. Broadway, Downtown Eugene 
Up the Escalator at Valley River Center 

Oregon Daily Emerald 
P.O. Box 3159. Eugene OR 97403 

The Oregon Daily Emerald is published daily Mon- 
day through Friday during the school year and Tues- 
day and Thursday during the summer by the Oregon 
Daily Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., at the University of 
Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. A member of the Associat- 
ed Press, the Emerald operates independently of the 
University with offices in Suite 300 of the Erb Memori- 
al Unioft. The Emerald is private property. The unlaw- 
ful removal or use of papers is prosecutable by law. 

NEWSROOM — (541H46-SS11 
Editor in chief: Jessica Blanchard 
Managing editor: Michael J. Kleckner 
Student Activities: Beata Mostafavi, editor. 
Kara Cogswell, Diane Huber, Anna Seeley, re- 

porters. 
Community: Lindsay Buchele, editor. Sue 
Ryan, reporter 
Higher Education: John Liebhardt, editor. 
Eric Martin, Leon Tovey, reporters. 
Commentary: Julie Lauderbaugh, editor. 
Jacquelyn Lewis, assistant editor. Tara 
Debenham, Rebecca Newell, Jeff Oliver, Pat 
Payne, Aaron Rorick, columnists. 
Features/Pulse: Lisa Toth, editor. Dave Depper, 

Mason West, Pulse reporters. Marcus Hath- 
cock, Anne LeChevalier, features reporters. 
Sports: Adam Jude, editor. Jeff Smith, assis- 
tant editor. Chris Cabot, Hank Hager, Peter 
Hockaday, reporters. 
Freelance: Katie Mayer, editor. 
Copy: Jessica Richelderfer, Chris Ryan, 
copy chiefs. Clayton Cone, Jessica Davi- 
son, Kathleen Elhi, Jamie Flores, Melissa 
Healy, copyeditors. 
Online: Marilyn Rice, editor. 
Design: Russ Weller, editor. Sarah Cohen, 
Morgan Dethman, Heather Gee Pape, design- 
ers. Steve Baggs, Peter Utsey, illustrators. 

Photo: Tom Patterson, editor. Adam Amato, 
Jon House, Adam Jones, photographers. 

ADVERTISING — fS4m46-V712 

Becky Merchant, director. 
Lisa Wood,safes manager. Jill Hazelbaker, 
Michael Kirk, Trevor Kuhn, Lindsay McNa- 
mara, Mickey Miles, Hillary Shultz, Chad 
Verly, Jeremy Williams, safes representa- 
tives. Van Nguyen, Valisa Nelson, Erin O’- 
Connell, assistants. 

CLASSIFIEDS — (54m46-4A4* 

TrinaShanaman, manager. Erin Cooney, 
Katy Hagert, Laura Staples, assistants 

BUSINESS — (S41U46-SS12 
Judy Riedl, general manager. 
Kathy Carbone, business supervisor. 
Sarah Goracke, receptionist 
John Long, Mike Chen, Teal Fleming, Jeff 
Neely, distribution. 
-PRODUCTION — (S4m46-4W1 
Michele Ross, manager. Tara Sloan, coordi- 
nator. 
Laura Chamberlin, Matt Graff, Heather 
Jenkins, Birch Lu, Laura Paz, Amy Rich- 
man, designers. 


