-

12 - Thursday, May 31, 2001 - Oregon Daily Emerald

Sports brief

Women’s discus thrower ends
Championships early

For Oregon sophomore Mary Et-
ter, the NCAA Championships were
over almost as soon as they began.

The Duck discus thrower fin-
ished third-to-last in the discus fi-
nal Wednesday afternoon, ending
an up-and-down season for the
Everett, Wash., native. Her best toss
of 139 feet, two inches was well
short of her season best and person-
al record of 175-9.

Etter threw that distance in April,
aweek after she raised her personal
record. Since then, the sophomore
has struggled to regain her early-sea-
son form.

However, Etter never sunk as low
as Wednesday's mark. As recently

as two weeks ago, she threw 168-8 at
the Pacific-10 Conference Champi-
onships to finish fourth in the con-
ference.

Last season, Etter achieved All-
American status in the discus witha
throw of 166-11, good enough for
eighth place nationally. This sea-
son, Etter's throw of 139-2 was 29
feet short of eighth-place Andrea
Thornton of Washington State. Et-
ter finished 19th overall.

Idaho’s Katja Schreiber won the
discus final with a toss of 197-11.

Etter was one of four Oregon
women competing in the NCAA
Championships. Pole vaulter Niki
Reed will compete in the finals of her
event Friday, as will javelin throwers
Sarah Malone and Niki Reed.

The pole vault competition starts
at 5 p.m. Friday, and the javelin be-
gins at 6 p.m. — Peter Hockaday

Freshman experiences defeat

M Oregon freshman Trevor
Woods fails to clear a height in
the pole vault at the NCAAs

By Jeff Smith
Oregon Daily Emerald

The scene exemplified what the
NCAA Track and Field Champi-
onships are all about, but this was
not a picturesque moment of an
athlete exulting in celebration from
ajob well done.

Rather, the image of Oregon
freshman pole vaulter Trevor
Woods lying on the ground motion-
less with a black shirt over his face
provided a clear example of how
much these athletes work toward
this one precious moment.

And when their time comes and
they don’t succeed, the reality of it
all can be overwhelming.

Woods’ successful freshman
campaign came to a close Wednes-
day as he no-heighted in the men'’s
pole vault after missing on all three
of his attempts.

“I haven't felt this disappointed
in so long,” said Woods, who fin-
ished fourth at the Pacific-10 Con-
ference Championships earlier this
month. “I won’t ever forget the no-
height at Hayward."

What made the day all the more
frustrating for Woods was that
many of his family and friends
were on hand from his hometown
of Coos Bay.

“That's what's weighing on me

the most,” he said. “Usually the
disappointment only lasts 20 min-
utes or so, but the fact that this was
at Hayward in front of a lot of peo-
ple from Coos Bay... man...

“There’s a lot of things I know 1
could have accomplished.”

The bright side is, of course, that
Woods is young and has three more
years to get back to the NCAAs and
redeem himself.

“This is part of the development
and maturity process,” Oregon
head coach Martin Smith said. “In
respect to Trevor, what a tremen-
dous accomplishment to get to na-
tionals as a freshman. Clearly he's
disappointed as an athlete, but

. what a learning experience this was

for him.”

Britney Spears leads sports news from around the world

The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Pop
star Britney Spears will encourage
NASCAR racers to drive to victory
at the upcoming Pepsi 400.

Spears, 19, will serve as grand
marshal for the race at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway on July 7.

At her command, the field's 43
drivers will start their engines in
front of more than 200,000 race
fans at the Speedway and millions
of fans watching the televised
broadcast.

“Britney has captured the hearts
of fans around the world with her
musical and performance talents,
and I'm sure she’ll capture the at-
tention of NASCAR fans and com-
petitors as part of the Pepsi 400 at
Daytona,” Speedway president
John Graham said.

SYDNEY, Australia — Olympic
track champion Cathy Freeman
will work with hemeless people in

the western part of the United
States as part of her year off from
training, according to the Sydney
Morning Herald.

The newspaper said the Aus-
tralian 400-meter gold medalist
plans to spend 4-to-5 hours a day
working with tent dwellers in Port-
land, Ore., which is the home of
her husband, Alexander Bodecker.

She was motivated to help the
Portland homeless after buying a
publication written by them, she
said.

“I bought one off a vendor, and
inside the front page was a plea for
volunteers — and I was very excit-
ed,” she told the newspaper Thurs-
day. “I wentin to see the managing
director straight away, and now I
am doing a mix of different things
for them,

“1 like the idea of helping peo-
ple. I get tired of myself.”

SALT LAKE CITY — Put on an

Olympics, and suddenly everyone
wants to be your friend.

Salt Lake City already has a half-
dozen sister cities, and more are
lining up.

Emissaries from the Chinese
cities of Yinchuan and Mianyang
have met with City Councilman
Roger Thompson and Mayor
Rocky Anderson to begin talks
about economic development.

European immigrants have sug-
gested Sarajevo, Bosnia, and Turin,
Italy, former and future Winter
Games host cities. A representative
of the National Tongan American
Society added Nuku'alofa, Tonga,
to the mix.

There was even a request to link
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to Utah’s
capital.

Salt Lake City’s six relationships
are the most of any Utah city, but
pale in comparison to Los Angeles’
21 sister cities and New York City,
which has dozens.
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Salt Lake City adopted a policy
last year that future sister cities
must have a local group willing to
foster the relationship.

An unofficial committee has
suggested putting a hold on all sis-
ter-city requests until the Olympic
hype dies down.

“We're not seeking requests. But
we're not refusing them either,”
sister city coordinator Sandi Mar-
ler said. “We'll consider all of
them.”

TOKYO — Exactly one year be-
fore the 2002 World Cup soccer
tournament, stamps commemorat-
ing the sport’s showcase event
went on sale at post offices across

Japan.

Appearing on the 1.4 inch-by-
1.1 inch stamps are the games’ col-
orful mascots, Ato, Nik and Kaz —
grinning creatures from a fantasy
world called Atmozone.

The stamps will sell for about 75
cents, with about 8 cents of that
going to the Japan World Cup Or-
ganizing Committee, said postal of-
ficial Hideo Sakamoto. South Ko-
rea, which is co-hosting the 2002
games, has already issued its own
commemorative stamps.

The Japanese post office said in
a press release that it expects to
sell some 30 million stamps, rais-
ing approximately $2.5 million for
JAWOC.

Stiegeler

continued from page 1

throw. “I enjoy watching people
succeed, especially if they're on
our team. The throw spoke for it-
self.”

Stiegeler entered the competi-
tion as the man to beat with a mark
of 245-9.

“l was nervous coming in,” he
said. “But 1. had a big throw in
warm-ups and that was a pretty
easy throw. And then after the
throw, the pressure was off. I was
just trying to nail a big one after
that.”

None of the 18 other competitors
even came close to threatening
Stiegeler's mammoth mark. Vesa
Jappinen, a junior at Texas-El Paso,
was second in the javelin at 239-7.
Nathan Junius of powerhouse Ten-
nessee was third at 233-11.

“We, as coaches, get nervous
when its expected to just be auto-
matic and it doesn’t work that
way,” Smith said. “And I think
that's the strongest part of John’s

character — he didn't get trapped
into thinking that way. He knew it
was going to require a great com-
petitive effort and great concentra-
tion.”

Oregon decathlete Santiago
Lorenzo, who is in second place
after five events, said Stiegeler’s
performance motivated him.

“He’s one of my best friends on
the team and his throw really
pumped me up,” Lorenzo said.
“He always tells me, ‘I’'m going to
win the national championship.’
And I'm happy for him, He defi-
nitely deserves it.”

Stiegeler said the hometown
crowd helped him, as did his ex-
perience with the field.

“This is the best place to com-
pete in the nation,” Stiegeler said.
“This is one of the few places
where people appreciate competi-
tion. Most of them had never
thrown at Hayward, so I definitely
had an advantage.”

Stiegeler will receive his cham-
pionship trophy today at 4:15 p.m.
at Hayward Field.




