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United Way, YMCA provide ways to help out

M College students can get
involved in the community,
which has a plethora of
volunteer opportunities

By Lindsay Buchele
Oregon Daily Emerald

Lane County offers many commu-
nity service options to those looking
to do more than just work and play
this summer — from enhancing the
habitat ofa Western Pond Turtle to be-
coming a Big Brother or Big Sister.

Lorna Baldwin, a coordinator of the
City of Eugene Stream Team, said the

team needs volunteers to do every-
thing from collecting seeds in the

West Eugene Wetlands to salvaging
native plants from development sites.

There are opportunities available
for students not only to interact with
their environment, but also with the
people and organizations of the com-
munity.

“Volunteering can help a college
student to become involved in their
community,” said Katie Paletta, Unit-
ed Way of Lane County volunteerspe-
cialist. “It's easy to become wrapped
upin your individual life, and volun-
teering helps students go beyond
that.”

The nonprofit organization United
Way attempts to get community
members to care for each other by
matching volunteers with other non-

Seat belt advocates’

By Nedra Pickler
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Advocates of
tougher seat belt laws give more than
a third of the states a below-average
grade for their efforts to protect against
highway deaths.

The report by the National Safety
Council kicks off a nationwide police
crackdown on drivers who do not
wear seat belts and do not buckle up
kids. More than 10,000 U.S. law en-
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forcement agencies will have check-
points and increased patrols begin-
ning Monday and lasting through
Memorial Day.

The study found that people use
belts more often and die in trafficacci-
dents less frequently in the District of
Columbia and 17 states that allow of-
ficers to stop and ticket unbuckled
motorists.

Nineteen states got D's and F's in
the report. Chuck Hurley, executive
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profit organizations in need of help,
Paletta said.

“All of the volunteer opportunities
areavailable to college students,” she
said. “We currently have 500 posi-
tions available.”

She said the positions are never
completely filled because the 84 agen-
cies United Way connects with vol-
unteers arealways in need of people.

One ofthese agencies is the Eugene
Family YMCA, which runs the Big
Brother/Big Sister programs in Eu-
geneand Springfield.

Jude McKay, program coordinator
for the Big Brother/Big Sister pro-
gram, said there is always a need for
volunteers who are willing to help
keep kids safe and off the streets.

Volunteers are matched with little
boys or girls who may be missing an
important figure in their lives or are
being raised by a single parent, McK-
ay said.

“We try to match the volunteers up
with the kidsasbest as we can,” McK-
ay said. “It's not done on a first-come,
first-serve basis. We're looking for an
adult who shares an interest and con-
cern forthechild.”

For the Big Brother/Big Sister pro-
gram, the University is one of the
largest sources of volunteers.

“They’re recognizing that maybe
they got a break along the way and
want to give others the same chance
they got,” McKay said.

He also said that the formal rela-

tionship between the big sibling and
little sibling ends when the child
reaches age 16, but often the pair con-
tinues the relationship.

Information about volunteer o
portunities are available through the
University at the Career Center.

report gives states poor grades

director of the Air Bag & Seat Belt
Safety Campaign, said politiciaas in
those states refuse to pass laws that
are proven to savelives.

The report graded the states based
on a government-approved seat belt
use survey, the strength of restraint
laws, fatality rates and participation
oflaw enforcement in the crackdown.

“The U.S. ranks behind virtually
every otherdeveloped country when it
comesto seat belt use, with deadly con-

sequences,” said Alan McMillan, pres-
ident of the National Safety Council.
Traffic crashes killed 32,061 Amer-
icans in 1999 — or 15 per 100,000
people, thereport said. Canada has 92
percent seat belt use and a traffic fa-
tality rate of about 9 per 100,000.
California, which at 89 percent has
the highest seat belt use in the coun-
try, is the only state to earn an A.
Twelve other states and the District of
Columbia receive a grade of B or
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above. All of those states except one
— Washington — have primary en-
forcement laws.

Several other states are considering
primary seat belt laws. Florida state
Rep. Irv Slosberg sponsored a bill this
year to strengthen the state’s law after
his teenage daughter died in a crash
when she was not wearing a seat belt.

“No father should everhave to face
the kind of pain I did when Dori was
killed,” he said.
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‘Book Your Summer in Oregon

Pick up your free summer catalog today in the Summer Session office,
333 Oregon Hall, or at the UO Bookstore. You can speed your way toward
graduation by taking required courses during summer.

University of Oregon Summer Session
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Session
Glasses Begin
June 2.
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Oregon Daily Emerald
P.0. Box 3159, Eugene OR 97403

The Oregon Daily Emerald is published
daily Monday through Friday during the
school year and Tuesday and Thursday
during the summer by the Oregon Daily
Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. A
member of the Associated Press, the
Emerald operates independently of the
University with offices in Suite 300 of the
Erb Memorial Union. The Emerald is pri-
vate property. The unlawful removal or
use of papers is prosecutable by law.

NEWSROOM — (541) 346-5511

Editor in chief: Jack Clifford

Managing editor: Jessica Blanchard
Community: Aaron Breniman, ediitor.
Lindsay Buchele, Sue Ryan, rgporters.
Freelance: Jenny Moore, editor.

Higher education: Andrew Adams, editor.
Brooke Ross, Hank Hager, reporters.
Student activities: Emily Gust, editor.
Kara Cogswell, Beata Mostafavi, Lisa Toth,
reporters.

News aide: Ben Lacy.

Perspectives: Michael Kleckner, editor.
Rebecca Newell, Pat Payne, Aaron McKenzie, Casey

Holdahl, columnists.

Pulse: Bevin Caffery, editor.

Dave Depper, Mason West, reporters.
Sports: Jeff Smith, editor,

Peter Hockaday, Adam Jude,

Robbie McCallum, reporters.

Copy: Sara Lieberth, Katie Mayer, copy chiefs.
Jessica Davison, Michael Kleckner,

Julie Lauderbaugh, Lori Musicer, Eric Qualheim,

Jessica Richelderfer, copy editors.

Online: Carol Rink, editor.

Timur Insepov, webmaster.

Design: Katie Miller, editor. Brooke Mossefin,
Sean Graf, Russ Weller, designers.

Bryan Dixon, Giovanni Salimena, illustrators.

Photo: Tom Patterson, editor.

Adam Amato, Jon House, R. Ashley Smith,

photographers.
BUSINESS — (541) 346-5512

Judy Ried|, generai manager.

Kathy Carbone, business supervisor. Sarah
Goracke, receptionist. Masahiro Kojima, John
Long, Jeff Neely, Laura Ramelli, Mike Chen diistri-
bution.

CLASSIFIEDS — (541) 346-4343
Trina Shanaman, manager. Katy Hagert, Amy
Richman, Laura Staples, assistants.

ADVERTISING — (541) 346-3712

Becky Merchant, director.

Doug Hentges, Katie Harsany, Nicole Hubbard,
Trevor Kuhn, Jesse Long, Chau Nguyen, Adam
Rice, Hillary Schultz, Chad Verly, Lisa Wood,
sales representatives.

Erin O'Connell, Van Nguyen, assistants.

PRODUCTION — (541) 346-4381

Michele Ross, manager.

Tara Sloan, coordinator. Laura Chamberlain,
Cassie Keller, Melissa 0'Connell, Laura Paz,
Ross Ward, designers.




