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Golfers hope to extend season at Trysting Tree

B The Oregon women’s golf
team needs to finish eighth or
higher this week to make it to
the NCAA Championships

By Peter Hockaday
Oregon Daily Emerald

For the Oregon women’s golf
team, thisisit.

One tournament, one chance for

the Ducks to get to the NCAA Cham-
pionships.

Oregon will make the 45-mile
trek to Corvallis today for the NCAA
West Regionals, which will be held
at the Trysting Tree Golf Course. The
Ducks will face a field of 19 other
teams — 12 ranked in the nation’s
top 50 —and must finish in the top
eight or they'll face elimination
from the NCAA Championships.

“We have our work cut out forus,”
Oregon head coach Shannon Rouil-
lard said. “Ibelieve that if we stick to
our guns and play really well we'll be
[atthe NCAA Championships].”

When Rouillard found out about
the Ducks’ 12th seeding at the region-
als, she said the Ducks would focus on
the teamsseeded 8-11. Those teams are
No. 17 Michigan State, No. 35 Wash-
ington, No. 31 Furman and No. 26 In-

diana. Oregon needs to beat all those
teams to advancein the postseason.
“Our goal is to break 305 three
days in arow,” Rouillard said.
Rouillard will take an inexperi-
enced team to this year’s regionals.
Senior All-American candidate Jeri-
lyn White is the only current Ore-
gon golfer who competed in the
postseason last year, while White
and senior Dawn Berry competed

two years ago. White and Berry will
both head for Corvallis this season,
and joining them will be junior
Kathy Cho, freshman Lacy Erickson
and sophomore Megan Heckeroth,
“With our team, and how inexpe-
rienced they are, who knows what
we could shoot,” White said. “I'm
keeping positive thoughts, though.”
The Ducks start play today and
conclude Saturday in Corvallis.
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Oregon would tack on four more
for the game, including a two-run
blast from freshman Kate Peterson,
and ride the right arm of pitcher
Connie McMurren all the way toa
confidence-boosting 7-0 victory.

“You get to a point where you
haveto put everythingelse aside
and worry about the now, and not
focus on what's already hap-
pened,” Oregon head coach Rick

Gamez said. “Iwas proud of the
kids the way they came back.”

Peterson, whowent 2 for 3 in
game two, admits that the season
has been tough on herand her
teammates, but she insists that this
isasquad withno quitinit.

“We're always here to battle,” Pe-
terson said. “We're going to put up
our fight and even if we strugg!e
we're going to keep fighting.”

Even though the Vikings (23-36)
are only a fourth-place team from the
Western Athletic Conference and not
aPac-10juggernaut, the dominating

Oregon shutout win provided a rare
bright spot for the Ducks as they pre-
pare for season-ending games with
No. 5 California and fourth-ranked
Stanford this weekend.

“We're going to come out and
leave everything on the field in our
last two games,” Peterson said.
“I'm abeliever in that sports teach
you more about life than anything
else. Sometimes you have bad
years, but I've learned a ton this
year.”

Peterson also contradicts coach
Lombardi's earlier statement that
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“That was definitely something
she needed,” said head coach Rick
Gamez of McMurren’s seven-strike-
out, one-walk performance: “After
throwing last weekend at Washing-
ton, she was a little bit disappoint-
ed, but she threw very well today
and that’s going to help her confi-
dence going into this weekend.

“We've expected that from herall
vear long, but obviously it hasn't
happened for all of us. It is good to
see that she still has thatin her.”

The Ducks (28-37 overall, 1-17
Pacific-10 Conference) added two
more runs in the third inning on a

Laux double down' the right-field
line, scoring Lisa Wangler and Haij.

“The big key was just making the

routine plays,” said Laux, who fin-
ished the day 4 for 6 with five RBI.

Freshman Kate Peterson hit a
two-run home run in the sixth to put
the Ducks ahead 7-0. McMurren
started a 1:6-3 double play in the top
ofthe seventh to end the game.

“It was nice to go out together and
hit the ball, which we've been strug-
gling with lately," Peterson said. I
was seeing the ball well all day and
just needed to connect right. It felt
good toseeitandripit.”

In game one, Haij doubled in two
runs to put the Ducks up 2-0 in the
third.

Oregon freshman pitcher Anissa
Meashintubby held Portland State
(23-36 overall) scoreless until the fifth
inning, when Kiauna Anderson —
the key to the Vikings’ sweep over the
Ducks earlier this season — singled

Register Now for

inaruntocut the Ducks' lead to 2-1.

In the next inning, the Vikings
scored three runs on a Meashintub-
by throwing error to come from be-
hind and win, 4-2.

All of Portland State’s runs were
unearned. Meashintubby, who
struck out six while allowing eight
hits, fell to 4-2 on the season.

Morgan Seibert (17-19) picked up
the win for Portland State.

With the victory in the first game,
the Vikings took three of four games
from the Ducks this season, their first
series win against Oregon since 1985.

Hutchison was 5 for 6 on the day
with a double, one RBl and one run
scored.

To conclude the season, Oregon
hosts No. 5 California Friday and
No. 4 Stanford for a doubleheader
Saturday.
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Book Your Summer in Oregon

Summer session starts June 25. Pick up your free summer catalog
- today in the Summer Session office, 333 Oregon Hall, or at the UO
Bookstore. You can speed your way toward graduation by taking

winning is “the only thing."

“Idon't believe winning is every-
thing," she said. “If you come out
and give it your all, then you can
walk away satisfied.”

As the cellar-dwelling Ducks,
who will lose only one senior from
their current lineup, head toward a

postseason-less conclusion, per-
haps another noted Lombardji
quote would suit them better:

“It's not whether you get knocked
down; it's whether you getup.”

Jeff Smith is the sports editor of the Emer-
ald. He can be reached at
Smittside@aol.com.
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1 5 0OFF \itn Bike Purchase!
Haro ¢« K2 « KHS « Pacific Cruiser
Dyno * GT ¢ Redline « Free Agent

Bike Tune Up
$49.95 - $59.95

[465 COBURG RD.*342-515 l_ Free Parking

10-6 Daily * www.thebicyclebarn.com

Resource
Assistance
for Rural
Environments

A bcginning to Ltilong Work!

Gain experience in leadership, project management, facilitation,
grant writing, citizen involvement, planning methods, education and
outreach, technical writing, working with the media, computer
skills, and small government/non-profit management.

RARE's mission is to increasce the capacity of Oregon's rural
communities in order to improve their economic, social, and
cnvironmental conditions. Participants assist rural Oregon in the
development and implementation of projects relating to community
and economic development, watershed, and natural resource
planning, policy coordination, and delivery of social services.

Participants receive a living allowance, a housing allowance, and
medical health insurance. Participants may also be eligible for
relocation assistance. In addition, at the successful completion of
one year of service, RARE p'n'licip-mu are clii,.ihlc to !'(.‘Ct.‘i\'t.‘ an

required courses during summer.

University of Oregon Summer Session
http://uosummer.uoregon.edu/

/(_'Jr“.'.-}i\-

Informational Meeting;:
out our

May 14th, 2001+ 5 pm
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