Candidates wait for ruling

M Jacobson and Cook get
their case heard before the
ASUO Constitution Court

By Jeremy Lang
Oregon Daily Emerald

Ever since their disqualification
on the night of the primary election,
Executive candidates Bret Jacobson
and Matt Cook have been saying
they never broke election rules.

Bul on Friday, they finally had a
chance to plead their case to the
ASUO Constitution Court — the
group with the power to restore the
pairto the ballot.

During the matinee of four hear-
ings Friday, Jacobson also said the
ASUQ Elections Board violated
theirright to due process.

Jacobson and Cook admitted dis-
tributing campaign fliers in resi-
dence halls before the primary elec-
tion, but they said a resident let
them into the halls and accompa-
nied them while they distributed.

The board used elections and
University Housing rules barring
campaigning in the residence halls
to make its decision, but Jacobson
pointed out to the court that Univer-
sity Housing never convicted the

pair of breaking any rules.

But vice presidential candidate Jeff
Oliver, who filed the grievance that

led to the dis-
qualification,
said regardless
of Housing
rules, the Jacob-
son campaign
broke equal-ac-
cess rules be-
cause the resi-
dence halls are
locked.

“T don't feel
they needed to
be cited by
Housing,"
Oliver  said.

There'salot of
stuff that's un-
fair, but you've
got to follow
the rules.”

Jacobson
also criticized
the board for
not informing
them of the grievance after Oliver
filed it two days before the primary.

But ASUO Elections Board mem-
ber Emily Sedgwick, who investi-
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gated Oliver’s accusations, said she
contacted Jacobson the night before
the primary ended.

“They didn't have the actual
grievance in their hands, but they
knew,” she said.

Jacobson told the court the few
hours he had to respond before the
board disqualified them was not
enough time.

ASUQ Elections Rules do not des-
ignate that a specific person or group
has to serve a party with a grievance,
and Justice Alan Tauber wondered if
it was legal for someone such as Oliv-
er to file a grievance, and if the board
could rule and remove a candidate
without the candidate ever knowing
about the grievance.

If the court overturns the Election
Board's decision, Jacobson and Cook
will advance to the general election,
set to begin sometime spring term. Ja-
cobson and Cook placed second in
the primary, but third-place finishers
Eric Bailey and Oliver advanced af-
terthe disqualification.

Chief Justice Rob Raschio origi-
nally said the court would release a
ruling by Monday, but said Friday
the deadline might be pushed to
during orafter spring break.

Case dismissed for lack of witness

B Absent its key witness , the case against
Brooklyn and Nair was dropped on the spot

By Beata Mostafavi
Oregon Daily Emerald

While the other three hearings during Friday’s
ASUO Constitution Court marathon lasted for at least
an hour, the case against Executive candidates Nilda
Brooklyn and Joy Nair was over before it even began.

Chief Justice Rob Raschio dismissed the case not
even five minutes into the hearing because the key wit-
ness involved wasn't present. Freshman business ma-
jor Jarrett White had filed a grievance accusing the can-
didates of using ASUO phones to make campaign
calls. Although White hadn't personally witnessed the
incidents, ASUO Constitution Court Clerk Scott Austin
had signed an affidavit that said the two were intro-
ducing themselves on the phone as candidates and

then reminding students to vote.

Austin had left before the trial began, and Raschio
said that legally, Austin needed to be present for the

hearing to proceed.

“Everyone has the right to address accusers and
cross-examine them," he said after dismissing the case.
“We need to get on with this election.”

After several seconds of stunned silence from the
audience, Brooklyn and Nair supporters broke into

loud applause.

wrong.

Although the candidates said they hadn’t spoken to
Austin regarding his accusations, both again firmly de-
nied his claims, and said they had done nothing

“The allegations against us were completely untrue,”
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Brooklyn said.

Following the hearing, Austin
said he didn't know the case
would be dismissed without his
presence, and said he had no com-
ment about why he left or his reac-
tion to the hearing’s outcome.

But White, who didn’t get the
chance to present the case he’d
prepared, said he wished the hear-
ing could have proceeded, so the
court could hear both sides and
make a fair decision.

“I'm sorry we could not go
through with the proceeding and
find the real truth,” he said.

White added that although he
blamed himself for not knowing
the rule, he was also disappointed
with Austin for leaving.

“Scott Austin has let the student
body down by not attending,” he
said. “Democracy has been let down
today.”
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book, which are the rules governing
the ASUQ, they said.

Members of the MCC, on the oth-
er hand, argued that ASUO rules
grant the senate the right to allocate
funds, but they do not prevent other
student groups from exercising a
similar authority.

Madden and Sen. Jennifer Gree-
nough, who helped present the sena-
tors’ case, said that fee money should
be allocated by elected representa-
tives only. Allowing the MCC to dis-
tribute a large amount of funds as it
sees fit “will be allocation of student
fee money without a voice of stu-
dents,” Madden said. “There is no
way to ensure the intention of the stu-
dents will be fulfilled once the MCC
has this money."”

Glen Banfield, a member of the
MCC and the group’s primary
speaker during the hearing, said
that the rules only confer that right
to the senate.

“Nowhere does it say the student
senate has exclusive authority to al-
locate student incidental fee mon-
ey,” Banfield said. He added that
once the MCC or any other group is
given money, it is theirs to do with

as they wish.

At the University, fee money is
given without consideration of a
group's views — the process is
“viewpoint neutral.”

The senatars said that because the
MCC is a student group with a view-
point of its own, it would not be able
to distribute funds on a neutral ba-
sis, and so giving the MCC the pow-
er of allocation would put the fee
system into jeopardy.

Banfield said the idea of viewpoint
neutrality is directed only at the PFC,
the senate, the ASUO Executive and
the President’s office. A student pro-
gram has theright to distribute funds
based on its own views.

Justice Alan Tauber said the
Green Tape Notebook gives the sen-
ate the right to act on all fee alloca-
tions, a comment that seemed to
question the validity of the ballot
measure system for some cases.

“It's only fair that we allow the stu-
dents as a whole to be able to vote on
what they want their money to be
spent on,"” Banfield said, his voice
raising, “Ithinkit'sridiculous for stu-
dent senate and elected officials to
say ‘If1say no, then noisthe word,”

Another portion of the senators’ ar-
gument targeted the measure's lan-
guage, which the senators contend
was inaccurate and misleading,

Madden argued the measures
wording was “ambiguous at best,”
because it gave no specific explana-
tion of where the $18,555 would be
spent.

But Banfield pointed out that the
court is supposed to approve word-
ing that fits within established
guidelines, The measure’s wording
was approved earlier this month.

“The court did not believe the
measure was misleading,” Banfield
said. “Any problem after is not the
fault of the MCC."

Madden and the others also ar-
gued the MCC measure provided in-
accurate information about the
funding it receives from the fee.

Ballot measures must include the
group's current amount of funding,
MCC'’s measure provided its budg-
et from this year, but Madden said it
should have included next year'’s
budget amount.

The MCC had rewritten versions
of the measure to submit if neces-
sary, Banfield said, but he argued
against removing the measure from
the ballot completely.

“There is only one decision before
the court that is to lift the injunction
and continue the election, Banfield
said. “That is the only equitable and
the only legal remedy that is available
tothe court at this time."
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MARCH SPECIAL

Delica Beads
25% Off

@  lapanese Delica beads are
extremely uniform in

! shape & size—ideal for
amulet bags, peyote

Intensship & Volunteer
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stitching and loomwork P =
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or call Cmdynr?’?_bw()ﬂ?

10% off
7% with student I.D.

Harlequin

Help End School Violence!

www.ribbonofpromise.org
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GREATER GOODS

315 HIGH ST EUGENE 485-4234

. Compact Fluorescents
pecial WINTER Savings on selected

EnerGY STAR™ approved lamps
turn on your lights, longer, for less!

-

LZEkL

A Unique Housing Alternative for
llniveiw Students and Young Professionals

We @mbing the convenience of University living with the kind of
; wce you can only find in an off campus setting.

cepting
hplications ior
next year
starting April 2nd

Minutes by
the Autzen Fg

Stop by today and see why more
U of O students call us home!

V&cks Village

3225 Kinsrow Avenue, Eugene, OR ® 485-7200) = wuww.ducksvillage.com
Office Hours Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 91
Need a roommate? Stop by or call for a free roommate listing.

£ you advertise, {:hcy will ome. Try it

Advertise your event in the Oregon Daily Emerald. Call 346-3712




