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build his psyche up during the 
start of the Pac-10 season. He then 
made his presence felt with a ca- 

reer-high 11 points in the Ducks’ 
victory against Washington State 
on Jan. 20. 

Then, when center Julius Hicks 
went down with a sprained ankle, 
Christoffersen exploded onto the 
scene in the next two games with 
an eight-point effort on the road 
against Southern California and a 

new career-high mark of 15 points 
against UCLA. He also showed off 
his defense in Oregon’s upset vic- 
tory against Arizona when he 
blocked three shots, including one 

memorable stuff where he took the 
ball right out of 7-foot center 
Loren Woods’ hands on an at- 

tempted dunk. 

Since then, he’s been a regular 
part of the rotation and someone 

that Kent feels comfortable with 
putting in. 

“Chris can change the game,” 
Kent said. “The key thing for him 
is bringing it every game. When 
you give a 7-footer some confi- 

dence, there’s no telling what can 

happen. We’ve let him come at his 
own pace, and it’s nice to see that 
he’s getting there.” 

Besides Christoffersen and his 
coach, the one who appears the 
most excited about the center’s 
emergence is junior guard Freddie 
Jones. The two came in together as 

freshmen, and Jones has known 
for quite some time how good a 

player Christoffersen could be. 
Jones has encouraged and 

pushed the big man through the 
tough times and would like to see 

Christoffersen continue to reach 
his potential. 

“Chris is unstoppable when he 
wants to be,” Jones said. “Early on 
his career, he was just happy-go- 
lucky and trying to be more of a 

teammate than an impact player. 
And now he’s realized that he’s 
better than a lot of people, and his 
game shows that. 

“But I’ve seen a lot more from 
him that everybody else hasn’t 
yet.” 

Christoffersen hasn’t been 
blind the past two years. He has 
felt the frustration from his coach- 
es, teammates and fans. He has 
heard some of the snickers and he 
has read what the media has writ- 

ten about him. 
“I’ve been tired of getting all 

those college basketball magazines 
every year and always reading 
about how big a disappointment I 
was, and, ‘Is Chris Christoffersen 
finally going to come this year?’” 
he said. 

So it is with a great sigh of relief 
that he now runs down the court 
with a spring in his step and grabs 
a rebound or blocks a shot or takes 
it strong to the hoop for the score. 
And he is always humbled when 
he hears the Mac Court faithful 
chant his name, cheer him on or 
even wave flags of his home coun- 

try as he plays. 
“It’s just unbelievable how the 

fans have stayed behind me since 
freshman year,” Christoffersen 
said. “That’s what helps me out 
the most.” 

And it’s also gratifying for “Big 
Chris” to not walk around from 
class to class and have some peo- 
ple view him as “The Big No- 
body.” 

“It’s been weird before, where 
I’ve walked around and people 
have been like, ‘Oh, you play for 
the Ducks? What’s your name 

again?”’ Christoffersen said. “So 
it’s just so nice now to walk 
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around campus and have people 
come up to me and tell me that 
they believe in me. It makes every- 
thing a lot easier when you have 
that support.” 

But just because you may see 
that Christoffersen smile during 
the day, you can count on “the in- 
timidation look,” as he put it, 
coming out for the remaining five 
games of the season, and for every 

contest of his senior season next 

year. 
“I’m improved a little bit, but I’m 

still only 30 percent of my poten- 
tial,” Christoffersen said. “So I’m 
not going to get too comfortable 
with where I’m at right now and 
just keep getting better, and keep 
up the aggression. 

“I’m just so ready for everything 
now.” 

Henderson still wishing, waiting for team to call 
By Ben Walker 
The Associated Press 

Rickey Henderson sits at home in 
the Bay Area, watching the spring 
training highlights on TV and wait- 
ing for the phone to ring. 

“It’s strange,” he said Wednes- 
day. “You’re supposed to be there, 
and I’m not.” 

No job yet for the greatest leadoff 
hitter in baseball history. No possi- 
bilities right now, either. 

Instead, he’s back in San Francis- 
co. Working out daily — and won- 

dering. 
Could the stolen base king’s ca- 

reer be finished at age 42? Will he 
ever achieve the major milestones 
that would further ensure his future 
place in the Hall of Fame? 

“I don’t know what to say. I don’t 
know what’s the catch or what’s 
wrong,” he said. “I don’t know 
what I have to do to get the oppor- 
tunity to go to camp and win a job.” 

Henderson needs 86 hits to reach 
No. 3,000. He’s three walks short of 
breaking Babe Ruth’s career mark 
(2,062) and needs to score 68 times 
to top Ty Cobb’s major league 
record of 2,245 runs. 

“There’s some neat numbers out 

there, sure, but that’s not why I 
play,” he said. “I know I still enjoy 
the game, being on the field and 
competing.” 

Henderson is coming off a diffi- 
cult season in which he stole 36 
bases while playing for the Seattle 
Mariners and the New York Mets. 

Henderson hit .219 in 31 games 
for the Mets, was released and 
signed with Seattle. He batted .238 
with four home runs and 30 RBIs in 
92 games for the Mariners, then 
scored the winning run that fin- 
ished off a first-round playoff 
sweep of the Chicago White Sox. 

Admittedly, his time with the 
Mets was turbulent. It did not help 
him when it was revealed he was in 
the clubhouse playing cards when 
the Mets lost the 1999 NLCS at At- 
lanta. 

“I went through some things last 
year that players shouldn’t have to 
go through,” he said. “It was odd. It 
threw my whole season off.” 

There had been talk the Cincin- 
nati Reds considered Henderson 
this month, but nothing material- 
ized. His agent is surprised at the 
lack of interest. 

“If Deion Sanders and Sid Fer- 

nandez can get jobs, I don’t see why 
Rickey Henderson can’t,” Jeff Bor- 
ris said. 

“I’ve talked with all the general 
managers, a few of them several 
times, and they say they have no 

spots,” he said. “I’ll be in spring 
training in about three days and as I 
make the rounds, I plan to talk to 
every GM face-to-face. Things tend 
to change in spring training every 
day.” 

Henderson even called a couple 
of teams himself, without success. 
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