Do you believe in love?

W Call it lust, trust or a total
bust — we all struggle to find
out what love means

By Hank Hager

For the Emerald

John Lennon once said, “All
you need is love.” Whether this is
true or not, love is something that
shapes our lives. It affects how we
eat, how we sleep and just general-
ly how we feel about ourselves.
Love allows us to live. It leaves us
with memories that last our entire
lives.

But what is love? Is it something
we conjure up in our minds, or
does it physically lie in our hands?
There may not be one true defini-
tion. Instead, it depends on each
individual to come up with their
own,

John Lysaker, a philosophy pro-
fessor, said he believes in love, but
thinks that it is dependent on age
and commitment.

“Early on, it is more based on a
sort of courage or willingness to
risk and open one’s self up to an-
other,” he said. “It means some-
thing when we're 16. It's some-
thing different when you're in the
first year of a relationship, and it
means something else when
you’ve been with someone for 30
yea'rs."

Often times, a love-like feeling
is involved because people be-
come infatuated with their mate
quite easily, only to realize that
they may have acted too quickly.
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A heart a day keeps the Dr. away.
Don’t forget to place your Valentine message to your Valentine.
Valentine messages will publish in the Oregon Daily Emerald Wednesday, Februar'y 14th

- Chris Cocciolo, a freshman, ex-
perienced this firsthand. “When I
was in a relationship, I thought I
was in love, but then I realized it
was just a lust thing,” he said.
Even so, Cocciolo does believe in
love at first sight,

“Some people just have a con-

; ‘ ‘ Love is a general

umbrella term under
which a lot of emotions
can occur. They come to
mean something different
when we are in love.

nection. I think when you see that
person, you'll know. It will be just
like lightning strikes,” he said.

Not everyone believes that love
at first sight is a good thing. Fresh-
man Melissa Holloway said she
believes there is more to love than
physical attraction.

“When I think of love, it’s more
feeling. It's not only attraction, be-
cause communication is important
in a relationship. Love at first sight
is just more physical,” Holloway
said.

People do not have to be in a
long relationship to experience
love. Many argue that there is a
special person out there for every-
one, and the trick to finding him

or her is having patience.

“I think there’s that one person
out there for us. One person that
we're meant to be with, I'm going
to find her, and she’s going to find
me, and it’s just a matter of faith,”
Cocciolo said.

No matter how long a relation-
ship lasts, emotions are height-
ened, especially if the people are
in love.

“Love is a general umbrella term
under which a lot of emotions can
occur. They come to mean some-
thing different when we are in
love,” Lysaker said. “Sometimes
that's anger and frustration. But
there's a special kind of anger and
frustration that occurs under the
context of love. If I love someone
and they hurt me, it's gonna hurt a
lot more.”

Holloway agrees that love
makes emotions more powerful.

“It’s just like your heart feels
warm, and when you see that per-
son, you light up. You just have
mutual understandings and feel-
ings. Both people have to be in
love,” Holloway said.

Love can change over time, and
the ability to renew interests with
a significant other can help in a re-
lationship. Lysaker said he feels
that to be in love, sometimes ele-
vating that person can help.

“The ability to marvel in the
other person’s presence certainly
helps. To be stunned every now
and then, and then say ‘this is re-
ally an incredible person.'”
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ORDER EARLY,
CUPID'S IN
TOWN!

* Beautiful Roses
e Specials:
“Tu-Lips for You”
“Hugs and Kisses”

“Squeeze Me
& Pucker Up”

Order
Today!

24-hour Qrdcr service

Eugene’s Flower Home

“The University Florist”
610 East 13th Avenue (at Patterson)

485-3655 OR toli-free 1-800-478-3655
www.ftd.com/eugenesflowerhome
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Thai Cuisine

Authentic Vegetarian, Curry
& Seafood Dishes

One of The Largest Selections of
Imported Beers & Wines

Voted The Best Asian Restaurant
of its Kind in Eugene

“12 years of experience
serving Eugene”

Pony Express
For Delivery Call 485-2090

Hours Change!
* Mon-Thu: 11am-9pm
* Fri: 11am-10pm
« Sat: Noon-10pm
= Sun: Noon-9pm

Bring your heart in by February 12th
to the Emerald Clagsified Office Suite 300, EMU + 346-4343

Most creative message wins dinner for two.
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