eBooks—Not

Tree Books

The digital revolution
comes to literature.

By Emile Andre

n March, 400,000 readers bought
Stephen King's Riding the Bullet the very
first day it was available. Doesn't sound like
such a big deal for America’s best-selling
author—right? Wrong. All 400,000 of
them downloaded the electronic version.

Many print publishers are doing elec-
tronic editions as well as hardcover paper-
back and audio books. Not every book is
available in eBook format yet—but that
day is not far off.

The eBook phenomenon began in the
'70s, with Project Gutenberg
(gutenberg.net) an early effort to make
the classics available electronically. Other
attempts to make the classics available
online include the MIT site dedicated to
Shakespeare (http://tech-two.mit.edu/
Shakespeare). When dedicated eBook
devices like the Rocket eBook Reader and
SoftBook Reader came out in late 1998, it
inspired publishers to make thousands of
titles available. And with software like
ActiveSync and Microsoft Reader, which
make eBooks available for handheld devices,
eBooks are now widely available for personal
digital assistants.

One sign that eBooks have made it in a
big way is a new prize—$100,000, award-
ed at the Frankfurt Book Fair for the first
time this year for the best book published
only in eBook format.

Like most of the digital world, eBooks
are more widely available for PCs than for
Macs. The industry is troubled by a lack of
standards as well: with almost a dozen dif-
ferent file formats, some compatible with
some devices, some with others.

~ EBooks range from about $2 to $25.
Some eBooks are sold with Softlock, soft-
ware that lets you preview before you buy.
You can download them or buy the CD-
ROM—downloads usually cost a little less.

A little browsing of some eBook links
will give you an idea of what's available
online. Check out some of the sites in the
box at right to get started. ¢
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‘here's a buneh ofgreatsrtessemngtlm
eebook community. Here's a few to start

with: eBookconnections.com has a basic
‘primer to what eBooks are, and how to

find them. This is also the place to find out

‘about new releases, with monthly best-

seller lists and hot links

to other eBook sites.

offers selections from

several authors (eBook

and traditional). It also

carries breaking eBook
news and a free newsletter.

: isa

clearinghouse for all
eBooks—go here to find
out what's available. The

major categories are sci-
ence fiction, romance and
thrillers—the nonfiction
| books are almost nonex-
istent. The site does have interviews with
authors, bios and lots of new releases.

EBookNet.com has lots of titles, and
a chat room for folks to compare notes on
the various eBook devices (see box
above). Also has good advice for newcom-
ers to the electronic publishing world.
Scribesworld.com/reviews/ has short
reviews of lots of dfﬁa‘ent eBook genres,
fiction and non-
fiction alike. i
Good place to
go to see if you
really want to
buy something.
Peanutpress.com is a site dedicated to
‘eBooks for handheld devices. Lots of mag-
azines, tons of
newspapers and, of
course, eBooks.
Many sites
offer eBooks for
sale. Start here:
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