"Someday weh sites will he
what hands are all about. After

c:mmlr"ﬁ unsigned or independent-label
pop musicians are crealing their own web
sites to boost their sell-promotion efforts.

In a city like Boston, with a hol music
scene, its common lor local bands 1o havie
their own web site. Bul that wasn't the case
just a few years ago.

"Most people were not web savvy, or
they didn’t even have computers at home,”
says Shaun Wolf Wortis, lead guitarist and
singer of the Boston-based band Slide, who
posted the first incarnation
of his band's web site in late
1995, The site, slide.com,
now averages around 3000
visils cach month, "At that
tume, | remember that 100
vistlors a year secmed ke a
lot,” he says

Sack then, a mention to
a Shede fan that bis band had
aweh sile was mostly met
wilh blank stares aned com
ments hke, "Next frme o

‘cybercate, Fl iy Lo
remember o lind you guys,”
recalls Wortis.

Meyw iuu:‘a-u'r'l A menbion
01 1m|m|.|r stle can send
visttor numbers through the
rool. On July /1999, shock-
wave.com, . sile thal spe
crabizes m entertamment soll
ware, awarded “site of the
day” to another Boston
based unsigned band, the
Control Group (the-control-
group.com). Thal day the
band's site receved 5000

T

unigue visits, according to guitarist and
vocahist Andrew King. For the next few

months, the site received an dverage of
10,000 visits a week
as 20,000, said King,

somelimes as much

_the live experience, it'll be the

most satisfying thing."

At the time, the Control Group site
offered a free €D you e-mailed the group
your mailing address. The band only print
ed 1000 copics of the CD, and email
requests from fans exceeded the supply by
several thousands

For small-time acts, it can be awlully
gratitying to see popular web sites offer the
same type of exposure to independent
artists as it does to major label artists
Shockwave.com showcases a video in its

music section from the

unsigned Boston band Jim’s

Big Ego (bigego.com), nexl

to Beck and The Cue

“The wely i an o Y Wy

o suck i people who 1 ally

lovee musie, bocanse the visu
P als el the soumneds |-|-!-|r all
Lhes ey les af the b
_'."nlll;;_” says i Infantimo ol
Jims Big Feo. "Someday, wel
|||"| .';l"lli |I|' '.')’||-|[ |I|J||r" e
all about. Alter the lve
expernence 1t be the most
satisfying thing.”

And even when a band
gets signed to a major label.
lans apparently still love to
check the web site, The
unofficial site of the Old
97's (hitbyatrain.com) an
alternative country baned

Irom Texas thal s now

apned 1o Elektra, receved

mere Q00 hits hack in 1995

[he site now ¢y rently

recemves an -!\v’l'l.l_."l" ‘Pl

9,000 visits o month, says
s1le th"-\lg_'II]I'I Frank Farly

Around the Lime ol the bands Dirst
Trajea lahel release -}_\II:\_,-' ran a contest Tor
visttors to hill out a form ll!".lllllllg'_ the Limies

they called radio stations to request an Old

-ﬂ!mlITIIm

97 SONgE. The hist of radio stations te tar
goet was supphied by the label, and members
of the Old 97 signed paraphernalia and
donated special items as prizes. Early got an
cmail from the web master of one of the
rachio stations, saying that receiving e-mail
from an "entire fan base of a band at once
gets a hittle annoying. | have forwarded your
requests though”

So log on, rock on. Il you've ot a band
aned you want o penerate o bues, the ane
cheap place to start s the Internel. »

For much more info on promoting your band on the

Internet. and a guide to indie music magazines, go to
steamtunnels.net and search for keyword “indie.’

indie bands to check out on
the Internet:

Anyry Salad

Demmis Brennan
angrysalail.com

tHenmshrennan.com

Colepnz
www.colepitz.com

:

ad

The Sheila Divine
theshellativing com

The lupiter Project
thejupiterproject com

The Shyness Climiec
hip:/ fmembers inpor
com/theshynessclinic/

Wheat
nopmusak.com/wheat




