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Oregon senior defensive end Saul Patu (48) gets a lift up from a teammate Saturday night as linebacker Kevin Mitchell (39) looks on.
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continued from page 7

color photo of receiver Marshaun
Tucker celebrating his second
touchdown of the game.

The story’s opening sentence
read, “You don't hear them men-
tioned as a national championship
contender, but perhaps the 10th-
ranked Ducks should start quack-
ing.”

On collegebes.com, an online
fan poll asked which team should
win the national championship.
The eight choices were Clemson,
Florida, Florida State, Miami, Ne-
braska, Oklahoma, Virginia Tech or
someone else,

The Huskers led with 24 per-
cent of the vote, followed by the
Sooners (22 percent) and the Hok-
ies (14). “"Someone else” was in
fourth place with 12 percent of the
vote. Who could that someone
else be?

Even the national media is sug-
gesting Oregon may be Miami-
bound.

“I don't have any thoughts on
that; my thoughts are on Arizona
State,” Bellotti said. “For us, the
one thing I do know is that if we
win out we control our opportuni-
ty to go to the Rose Bowl. We're be-
coming a good football team,
we've got the attention of people,
but we have to continue to prove
that.”

With the right losses in the up-
per echelon of the NCAA, the
Ducks could be going somewhere
besides Pasadena this winter.

Three teams in the Associated
Press poll’s top six will lose at least
once in the coming weeks. Top-
ranked Nebraska and No. 3 Okla-
homa, both undefeated, face each
other Saturday, and the Huskers
later play No. 10 Kansas State. Sec-
ond-ranked Virginia Tech, also un-
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defeated, battles No. 4 Miami. Un-
defeated Clemson, ranked fifth,
has to play No. 6 Florida State and
No. 8 Florida.

The most likely outcome of all
those top-six matchups is that Ne-
braska will probably be the only
undefeated team in the NCAA by
season'’s end, possibly leaving the
BCS standmgs No. 2 spot up for
grabs.

The Ducks will need help to
have a shot at the national title.
Nebraska must blow out Okla-
homa to push the Sooners down in
the polls. Miami must beat Vir-
ginia Tech. Clemson must lose a
game but beat either Florida State
or Florida, or both.

“They talk about it, but with
things like that we've really got to
stay focused on the season,’
Tucker said. “Once you start
thinking about those teams, you
get relaxed on different teams
durmg the week. It doesn't mat-
ter. Wherever God blesses us
with, that's where we're going to
go.”

Oregon could have been a solid
Orange Bowl candidate this sea-
son, had a few things worked out
differently.

What if the Ducks weren't
snubbed behind Washington in the
coaches’ poll? What if Notre Dame
had beaten Nebraska on Sept. 9,
instead of losing in overtime? Or,
the big question: Where would the
BCS rank Oregon if it had beaten
Wisconsin?

Perhaps CNNSILcom said it best

in an article by staff writer Stewart
Mandel.

“Moral of the story, for all you
nervous Florida and Oregon fans
out there, is this,” he writes. “It's
fun to speculate, it's great to
dream, but the mind is a terrible
thing to waste — on math.”
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