
Whitney Harder of Eugene Skydivei 
checks his altimeter before deploying the parachute as sophomore Chanelle Olivo, Urban Moore, the owner of Eugene Skydivers, 

who is an education major, enjoys the free-fall portion of the skydive. 

Reporter takes leap of faith 
■ Jumping out of an 

airplane 10,000 feet above 
the ground can change 
one's outlook 

By Lisa Toth 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Since elementary school I’ve 
known that what comes up must 
come down — but I had no idea I’d 
be an example of the law of gravity. 

Even though my feet are safely 
back on the ground, I still can’t be- 
lieve I actually went skydiving for 
the first time — jumping out of a 

Cessna 182, 
10,000 feet 
above the 
ground. My 
poor par- 
ents would 
have heart 
attacks if 

they only knew. I haven’t told them 
yet. 

I questioned my own sanity as 10 
of my crazy college friends and I 
sped toward the “drop zone” at 
Creswell Municipal Airport, the 
tunes of Tom Petty’s “Free Falling” 
and Kenny Loggins’ “Danger Zone” 
filling my head. 

The gray skies and 45-degree 
wind-chill factor at Hobby Field 
wasn’t going to put a damper on our 

anticipation. When we arrived at 
the warehouse for Eugene Sky- 
divers, I could tell the level of nerv- 

ousness went up a notch because 
there was a line to use the portable 
toilets. 

After we filled out paperwork 
that acknowledged we would leap- 
ing at our own risk, Tandem In- 
structor Peter Keep orientated our 

group on airplane safety and how 
to mentally and physically prepare 
to jump. The first words that came 

out of his mouth were: “What’s 
wrong with you people?” 

Urban Moore, the owner of Eu- 
gene Skydivers, started the busi- 
ness out of his car using rented 
equipment in 1993. He said the 
sport attracts “Type A” personali- 
ties. 

“Basically, we are the kind of 
people your parents have always 
warned you about,” said Moore, 
who called skydiving “a finesse 
sport.” 

“Once you understand what you 
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are doing, the air does 95 percent of 
the work,” he said. 

After watching a demonstration 
video, I was already biting my fin- 
gernails. But Keep told us most 
people will only skydive once in a 

lifetime, so I decided I was going to 
make the most of it. 

“I’ve had three guys pass out, but 
I’ve never had a woman pass out,” 
Keep said. 

After we were orientated and I 
had pushed fatality into the back of 
my mind, we waved to the first vic- 
tim of the sky, sophomore educa- 
tion major Chanelle Olivo, as she 
climbed into the airplane. She 
would be jumping with Moore. 

Katie Breene, a senior political 
science major, and I were next on 

the list to take the plunge. Between 
nervous hugs and shrieks of excite- 
ment, I pulled on a purple jump- 
suit. 

“A ride at an amusement park is 
going to seem boring after this,” 
Breene said. 

Breene and I piled into the plane 
with our tandem jumpers, trained 
professionals from Eugene Sky- 
divers, who would be attached to 
us during the jump. Feeling 
cramped and claustrophobic, I 
knew once we got up in the air, the 
plane wasn’t going to land with me 

in it. 
As we took the sky, Darren 

McMahon, my tandem partner, 
asked me if I was nervous. I just 
nodded my head in reply, because 
my tongue was tied and my stom- 
ach was full of butterflies. To my 
surprise, McMahon told me he was 

nervous, too. 
I thought, “Great! I’m trusting 

this guy to make sure my parachute 
opens, and he’s getting nervous. 
He’s not suppose to be nervous. 

He’s done this before.” 
McMahon showed me the al- 

timeter strapped to his wrist that 
measured our altitude as we 

climbed higher and higher above 
the clouds. When we reached 
10,000 feet, the next few actions I 
went through became a blur. 

The world seemed so much safer 
when the door to the airplane was 

closed. McMahon released the han- 
dle, the door flew open and the cab- 
in became extremely loud and 
windy. I noticed the paint had been 
peeled off from the edge of the door 

by the petrified hands of those who 
had jumped before me. 

That’s when the terror set in. I 
didn’t want to look down. McMa- 
hon motioned it was time to jump. 

I told my feet they were going to 
have to move. Fighting the intensi- 
ty of the situation, not to mention 
the fierce winds, I swung my feet 
over the edge and onto the wheel of 
the airplane flying 85 miles an 
hour. I crossed my hands over my 
chest. 

My palms were sweating, and 
my senses were on overload. 

I heard McMahon yell the three- 
part exit count: “Ready, set, 
ARCH!” 

We pushed forward into the free- 
fall portion of the dive. With 90 

mph winds screaming past my 
ears, I felt myself dropping, and I 
arched my body like we had prac- 
ticed. 

I remember looking out over the 
clouds and seeing the peaks of the 
Three Sisters in the distance. The 
view was simply incredible. 

“For some people it’s an eternity, 
for others it’s over in a heartbeat.” 
Keep said. 

In actuality, the free fall lasted 
about 35 seconds. Then McMahon 
pulled the rip-cord that deployed 
the canopy at 5,000 feet. I had the 
opportunity to pull the handle, but 
I was too overwhelmed to actually 
do it. 

The rest of the ride was smooth 
sailing. We floated down through 
the clouds, and I helped turn the 
parachute in midair. Breene and 
her tandem partner, Jim Renfro, 
steered alongside us, and Breene 
and I screamed with excitement as 

we waved to each other. I looked 
down and realized how small 
everything was. McMahon and I 
practiced our landing before we ap- 
proached the ground. 

“You imagine what you are going 
to feel when you get out of the 
plane, and it’s nothing like what 
you think it’s going to be,” said 
sophomore art major Nancy 
Rhodes. 

We landed safely and proudly 
headed back toward the base, 
where we were greeted by our 

friends. Everyone who went sky- 
diving on Sunday came awTay feel- 
ing that somehow their lives had 
changed. 

Sale Dates: 10/24-10/28 

LONDON $269 
PARIS $359 
AMSTERDAM $385 
ROME $399 
FRANKFURT $315 
MADRID $375 
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Fares are RT for midweek travel and subject to availability Tkts are Non-Refundable and exclusive of taxes/sur- charges wNchrange from $30-$85 Tkts must be booked and pad for from Oct 24th-28th Departures from Nov 1 March o1,2001 No departures from Dec 12th through Dec 24th Must hold valid ISIC.mc, or IYTC card 
Some age and other restrictions may apply 

Shop extended hours- 
Tues-Fri 9-6, Sat: 10-4 

877 72 East 13th Street 
541-344-2263 
1-800-2COUNCIL 

(open 24 hrs 9am Tue-midnight Fri est) 
counciltravel.com 
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Who wins? 
One lucky person will win $25,000 toward the first year of law hostness, graduate or 
medical school 

How do I enter? 
Complete an official entry form online at www.kaptest.com, at your local Kaplan center, 
or by mailing to: "Kaplan gets you in and pays your way" Sweepstakes, P.0. Box 
9107, Medford NY 11763. The contest runs from August 15 to October 31,2000. 
When is the drawing? 
The winning name will be drawn on January 19, 2001. The winner will be notified by 
mail immediately following the drawing. 

Enter the “Kaplan gets you in... 
and pays your way” sweepstakes! 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN Open only lo legal residents of the United States and Canada, excluding 
Puerto Rico and Quebec, or students residing in those jurisdictions on a Studenl Visa who are 18 years or older. LIMIT: One entry 
per person All entries must be received or postmarked by October 31.2000 For additional eligibility restrictions and instructions 
to enter, see complete Official Rules, available at Kaplan Centers and on-campus sites in the U S. and Canada, online at 
www kaptest com, by calling 1-800-KAP-TEST or by sending a SASE to "Kaplan Gets You In And Pays Your Way" Sweepstakes. 
P O Box 9107 Medford, New York 11763 (WA and VT residents may omit return postage) Winner will be chosen by random 
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graduate school Odds ol winning depend on toial number ol eligible entries received Participation in this promotion constitutes 
entrant's lull and unconditional agieemeni !o and acceptance ol Ihe complete Official Rules VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. TAXED 
OR OTHERWISE RESTRICTED II you do not wish lo receive notice ol luture Kaplan, Inc promotions, contact us at Kaplan Test 
Prep. Marketing Dept. 888 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10106 or send an email to Test_prep@kaplan com with "remove trom 
mailing list" in the subject line 

| Test Prep, Admissions and Guidance. For Life. 
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Don't miss out. 

Work for your college paper. 
For more information on how to freelance for the Oregon Daily Emerald call 346-5511. 


