COMMENTARY

Colin Cavasher (left) and Ben Hubert practice for their production of ‘Spin the Bottle’
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By Mason West
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_ The student-operated Pocket
Playhouse begins its season
tonight with the play “Spin the
Bottle.” Written and directed by
senior video production major
Ben Martin, the play deals with
the connections Eatwean people
— how they are made and bro-
ken, what sustains them and why
we need them.

The theme of a spinning bottle
perfectly reflects the unpre-
dictable way the characters in the
play develop and interact. The
script and acting are so well done
that at times, it seems you aren’t
watching a play; you could just be
watching some people talking ata
party. This realism was achieved
by Martin’s unusual way of devel-
oping his production.

“T'had a rough sketch of what I
wanted to do, then I cast the show,”
he said. “Then I had improv ses-
sions with the cast set at a party
where they came in character.”

These parties were videotaped,
as well as other parties not involv-
ing cast members. After observing
the tapes and how people inter-
acted, Martin wrote the script.

“The ideas I played with and
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Fruit — fresh or frozen;
fresh veggies, too.
We blend & juice just for you.

No added sugars,
fillers or fluff.
To have the best smoothies
we use only good stuff.

where they went depended on
what the actors did,” he sdid.

The show was cast in May, and
the entire summer was spent on
the production. In addition to the
acted portion of the play, there are
video segments that help give in-
sight to characters and events.

The beginning of the play
shows an edited portion of the
film “Koyaanisqatsi” by director
Godfrey Reggio. The portion of
the film shown to the audience
was intended by the original di-
rector to reveal his disapproval of
what our society has become.
Martin uses a less dramatic adap-
tation of this message throughout
his play,

Another blend of multimedia
in the presentation is provided by
new University professor Camille
Dussinger. Martin came into con-
tact with Dussinger less than two
weeks ago by pure coincidence.
Dussinger has been working on a
continuing series of photographs
for the last seven years dealing
with the connections between
people. Her device for doing this
visually is posing people in situa-
tions and somehow connecting
them physically with a piece of red
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Bagels and baked goods
and munchies abound.
If you want a snack,
it’s here to be found.

Espresso or drip — cold or hot;
if you want the best coffee,
Ernesto’s is the spot.
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