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Gleaning a better understanding of their pasts

B Students get a chance

to connect with their culture,
history, and family through a
summer trip in Israel

By Lisa Toth

Oregon Daily Emerald

The water in the Dead Sea is so
dense with minerals and salt that
people can float, but they can't
swim. Because of its content, the
sea cannot sustain any form of life.

Josh Frankel, kicker for the Ore-
gon football team, heard rumors but
didn’t believe them.

“I thought I'd go in and swim like
an Olympic champ,” he said. “I
soon realized that the rumors were
true.”

Frankel, a senior majoring in
journalism, was one of 40 Jewish
students at the University who at-
tended a free, 10-day trip to Israel
in June. Hillel, the foundation for
Jewish life on campus, offered the
trip.

As the largest Jewish organiza-
tion in the world, with foundations
and affiliates on 500 college cam-
puses around the globe, Hillel of-
fered the intense program to college
students around the world who
had never been to the ancient city
of Jerusalem, but identified them-
selves as Jewish people. The tour,
underwritten by Taglit/Birthright
Israel, balanced meeting new
friends with educational tours

Taglit/Birthright Israel, a partner-
ship of philanthropists, Jewish
communities and citizens of Israel,
is a worldwide initiative to provide
this learning experience to stu-
dents.

Stephanie Yellin, the Jewish
Campus Service Corps Fellow for
Hillel, graduated from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts in May and
started working at the fellowship in
August. She said staffing the trip
was an opportunity to meet 40 stu-
dents before she even arrived in Eu-
gene to start her new job.

One of the first stops on the trip's
itinerary was Hezekiah’s Water
Tunnel. The ancient system under-
neath Jerusalem was constructed
hundreds of years before Christ to
bring water to the city from Gihon
spring, east of the city. Yellin said
actually walking through the pas-
sage with flashlights was much
more exciting than just reading
about it.

The group visited the Western
Wall, the only wall still standing
from the second temple of
Jerusalem. Yellin said there were a
range of responses when the group
came before the wall. Some stu-
dents cried, while others felt no ef-
fects.

“When I first went to the Western
Wall, all T saw was a bunch of
rocks,” Frankel said. But as the trip
went on, he said he learned it was
not the physical rocks that were im-
portant, but the memories and his-
tory of the Jewish people that the

letter or request to God and to stick
it between the cracks in the rocks in
the wall,” Yellin said.

Yellin added that one of the re-
wards of the trip was being around
people who, like her, were con-
fused and were questioning their
religion.

The group camped in Tel Arad in
the Negev Desert and woke up at 4
a.m. to watch the sunrise from
Masada, a Jewish mountain, which
features the ruins of a Jewish com-
munity. Yellin said Masada is a
symbol of strength, honor and
pride.

“It’s hard to compare to anything
in America,” she said. “It's not like
going to visit the Washington me-
morial.”

Other highlights included the
club scene in Tel Aviv, community
service work for the elderly and vis-
iting the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Director of Hillel Rachel Canar
said the participants returned to
Eugene with a better understanding
of their identities and beliefs.

“This trip is so significant be-
cause it affords Jewish students the
opportunity to learn something
about their heritage, and hopefully
gives them an interest in positively
identifying with Jews,"” she said.

Yellin said she left Israel feeling
reconnected with her culture, his-
tory and family.

The trip will be offered again in
June of 2001. Students can contact

about the historic sites and a reli- rocks represented.

gious understanding of Judaism. “One tradition is to write a note,  line at www.israel2000.org.

Hillel at 343-8920 or register on-

Coutesy Pho‘to
Sophomore Pan Gruber and senior Erik Nlcolalsen help sophomore Lisa Warshaw down
an incline during a hike in the Negev Desert.

$29% for 500 MINUTES

All with Nationwide Long Distance.

250 Anytime Minutes
250 Night & Weekend Minl.ite_s
500 Total Minutes

All includin§ Nationwide Long Distance when you sign
a one-year Sprint PCS Advantage Agreement.

PLUS! SPECIAL BONUS FOR UO BOOKSTORE CUSTOMERS:

CAR CHARGER & HEADSET

(a $50 value; applies only to the Samsung 3500)
et e R
$ I 4999 Dual-Band Sprint PCS Phone ™

3 Samsung 3500

Sprint PCS Phone ™ * Ultra thin and compact

@ * Internal battery

* Variety of ringing options
$29.99 ofer available t nw customers only. Some restrictions apply. See printed material in store for details.
Offer good Sepember |, 2000 ~Seprember 10, 2000, Check starg svallability for phone model shown,

Samsung 3500

%& Sp‘iﬂt& The clear .alternative to cellular. spfint Pcs'

Stay In Touch.
NEW! Metrocall Pagers

Large selection of Numeric and Wordline pagers.
Easy payment plans.

Great colors!

Prices starting at %4|%°

$169 TALKABOUT
Personal Interactive Communicator

Keep in contact with everyone important to you

* fully backlit screen

+  2-way email and news updates!

* Send wireless messages to internet
mail addresses - or to another pager.

America’s
Wireless Network

METROCALL §

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON BOOKSTORE

Open Daily / M-F 7:45-6:00 / Sat 10:00-6:00 / Sun 12:00-6:00 / on the corner of I3™ Avenue & Kincaid Street / <www.uobookstore.com> / phone: 346-433 |

son'West, reporters.

Sports: Jeff Smith, editor. Scott Pesznecker,
asst. editor. Peter Hockaday, Adam Jude, Rob-
bie McCallum, reporters.

Student Activities: Jeremy Lang, editor. Emily
Gust, Beata Mostafavi, Lisa Toth, reporters.
News Aide: Suzanne 0'Kelley.

! Copy: Sara Lieberth, Katie Mayer, copy chiefs.
ates independently of the University with Brooke Ross, Kristy Hessman, BpOIErs. Jessica Davison, Lori Musicer, Tom Patterson,
offices in Suite 300 of thy Erb Memorial Perspectives: Michael Kleckner, editor. Jayna  Jessica Richelderfer, Rebecca Wilson, copy edi-
Union, The Emerald is private property. The  Bergerson, Bret Jacobson, Pat Payne, Eric tors.

unfawful removal or use of papers is prose-  Pleiffer, columnists. Photo: Catharine Kendall, aditor, Dan Brunell

cutable by law. Pulse: Monica Hande, edtor. Josh Ryneal,Ma-  Kevin Calame, Erin Swanson-Davies, photogra-

Oregon Daily Emerald NEWSROOM — (541) 3465511
P.0. Box 3159, Eugene OR 97403 Editor in chief; Jack Clifford

The Oregon Daily Emerald is published  Managing Editor: Jessica Blanchard
daily Monday through Friday during the Community: Darren Freeman, editor.

school year and Tuesday and Thursday An Adams, Rebecca

during the summer by the Oregon Daily oy : i Hewel, r?paners.
Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., atthe Univer-  Freelance: Serena Markstrom, edior.

sity of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. Amember  Higher Education: Simone Ripke, editor.
of the Associated Press, the Emerald oper-

phers,

Design: Katie Miller, editor. Azle Malinao- Al-
varez, Russ Weller, designers. Bryan Dixon,
Giovanni Salimena, illustrators.

On-line: Carol Rink, editor. Timur Insepov,
webmaster.

CLASSIFIEDS — (541) 346-4343

Trina Shanaman, manager.
BUSINESS — (541) 346-5512

Judy Ried!, general manager. Kathy Carbone,
business supervisor, Sarah Goracke, reception-
ist Qutaibah Hamadah, John Long, Sue Ryan,
ADVERTISING — (541) 3463712 Meghan Seeley, distribution.
Becky Merchant, director. Erin O'Connell, Van PRODUCTION — (541) 346-4381
Nguyen, advertising assistants. Doug Hentges,  Michele Ross, manager. Tara Sloan, coordina-
Trevor Kuhn, Jesse Long, Hillary Schultz, Chad  tor; Laura Chamberlain, Kara Fallini, Jillian
Verly, Lisa Wood, advertising sales representa-  Johnson, Melissa 0'Connell, Laura Paz, Ross
tives. : Ward, designers.




