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A HoIIywood ending for Tinseltown Lakers

By Chris Sheridan
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Like Magic,
Wilt and Kareem before them,
Shaq and Kobe can now be de-
scribed with just one word.

Champions.

After so many years of coming
up short, after hearing so much
about weaknesses and unfulfilled
potential, Shaquille O'Neal and
Kobe Bryant won their first NBA
championship Monday night.

In an exciting fourth quarter
that ended Larry Bird's coaching
career, O'Neal and Bryant led the
Lakers to a 116-111 victory over
the Indiana Pacers in Game 6 of
the NBA Finals for the franchise’s
first title since 1988.

O’'Neal scored 41 points, mark-
ing the third time he scored 40 or
more in this series, and Bryant
had 26 including four free throws
that clinched it in the final 13
seconds.

“We finally got a champi-
onship and it feels great,” Bryant
said.

O’Neal was the unanimous
choice for MVP of the series,
adding to his MVP awards from
the regular season and All-Star
game.

The victory gave coach Phil

Jackson his seventh title — his
first without Michael Jordan — in
just his first season coaching a
Lakers team that had been ousted
from the playoffs in each of the
first three seasons since O'Neal
and Bryant arrived.

O’'Neal, 28, and Bryant, 21,
hugged on the court after the fi-
nal buzzer, and O'Neal was
mobbed as he tried to leave the
court. With his exit blocked, he
turned around and headed to
center court to receive the cham-
pionship trophy.

As long as he worked to get to
this point, it was only fitting that
he stayed to get his rewards.

It was the 12th title in fran-
chise history for the Lakers, the
seventh since they moved to Los
Angeles in 1960. Magic Johnson,
Kareem-Abdul Jabbar and Wilt
Chamberlain had earned the Lak-
ers’ previous titles, and this
starstruck city had been anxious-
ly awaiting the next one — espe-
cially since the 7-foot-1, 330-
pound unstoppable force arrived
from Orlando in 1996.

Even though they trailed for
most of the first three quarters
against a better shooting, more
experienced opponent, the Lak-
ers were the better team down

the stretch.

Indiana tied the game at 103-
103 on a 3-pointer by Jalen Rose
with 5:04 left, but that was the
beginning of the end.

Robert Horry, who won his
third career title, hit a leaner from
the lane, and Ron Harper, who
won his fourth, stole the ball on
the Pacers' next possession.

O'Neal hit a soft 10-footer from
the baseline, Rose missed on a
drive and Bryant calmly sank a
20-footer, bobbing and weaving
and whistling ever so slightly as
he sauntered back to the bench
and Indiana called timeout with
3:28 left.

The Pacers then went to the
Hack-a-Shaq defensive strategy,
sending O'Neal to the line four
times in a span of 21 seconds. He
missed three of them before Jack-
son took him out with 2:27 left.

When O'Neal returned with
1:56 left, the Lakers’ lead was
down to 110-107 and Indiana
had the ball. Austin Croshere was
fouled with 1 second left on the
shot clock. He made both to make
it a one-point game.

Glen Rice answered with two
free throws, Croshere airballed a
turnaround jumper, Bryant
missed a drive and Miller rushed

a long 3-pointer and missed.

Bryant then was isolated at the
top of the key and was hacked on
a drive. He calmly made both free
throws with 13 seconds left for a
114-109 lead.

Dale Davis dunked for Indiana
to make it a three-point game
with 5.4 seconds left, but Bryant
again went to the line and calm-
ly sank two more to clinch it.

As he walked to the bench, he
pointed to his ring finger, the one
that will soon be adorned with a
championship ring.

Purple and gold confetti
streamed down from the rafters
as owner Jerry Buss addressed
the fans and commissioner David
Stern presented O'Neal with his
trophy.

O'Neal held it aloft in his mas-
sive left arm and waved it to the
crowd.

“I want to thank Phil Jackson,
the real coach of the year”
O'Neal said. “I want to thank you
all for believing in us. We're go-
ing to get one next year, too,” he
said.

O'Neal shot 19-for-32 from the
field and grabbed 12 rebounds,
while Bryant had 10 rebounds
and four assists to buffer an 8-for-
27 shooting performance.

Rice added 16 for the Lakers,
who outscored Indiana 37-27 in
the fourth quarter.

Rose had 29, Miller 25 and
Davis 20 for the Pacers, whose
quest for the franchise’s first NBA
title came up short. In the end,
they simply couldn’t keep up
with the energy the Lakers got
from a crowd that waited 12
years for this moment.

JFor much of the game, it
looked like that party wouldn't
happen until Game 7 Wednesday
night — or maybe not at all.

The Lakers repeatedly whittled
down deficits and got within one,
only to watch the Pacers surge
back ahead. But when Los Ange-
les made yet another charge ear-
ly in the fourth and finally took
the lead, it was the Pacers who
had to play from behind.

That'll be the next test for the
Lakers, to see if they can build a
dynasty to replace Jordan and the
Bulls.

For now, though, it's one title
— the one O'Neal and Bryant
have been waiting so long to win,

Their playoff run included a
stunning comeback from a late
16-point deficit to defeat the Port-
land Trail Blazers in Game 7 of
the Western Conference finals.
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095 PERSONALS

cultural geog class last summer
too). All was nonsense due to my

mistake! Hope tods:"e you again.

105 TYPING/RESUME SERVICES

At 344-0759, ROBIN is GRAD
SCHOOL APPROVED. 20-year
thesis/dissertation background.
Term papers. Full resume service.
Editing. Laser pr. ON CAMPUS!

120 MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

Emily from Equador
says “The C.H. is my
favorite bargain!”

The Clothes Horse
Buy, Sell, Trade
T20E 13th » 3455099

140 BICYCLES

10 speed Trek Road Bike. Genera-
tor head light, rack, good condition.
$100 OBO. Call Ellen 485-8247.
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Morning Person?
Make some extra cash!
Apply to deliver the Oregon Daily Emerald, 6:00-8:00am.
newspaper delivery.
6:00-8:00 am every day the Emerald is published.
Requires your own RELIABLE vehicle.
Work study ok. Apply in person, Mon-Fri. 8-5. 300 EMU.
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145 COMPUTERS/ELECTRONICS

Macintosh Performa computer and
DeskWriter printer. Lots of software,
including Microsoft Office (Works,
Excel, eic.) and Apple Works. Lots
of games. Works wonderfully well.
$400/obo, Email for more info/ques-
tions. lingone @ netzero.net

150 TV & SOUND SYSTEMS

CASH! We Buy, Sell & Service
VHS VCR's & Stereos. Thompson
Electronics, 1122 Oak, 343-9273

180 TRAVEL & LODGING

BE FLEXIBLE. . . SAVE $$$ Europe
$249 (o/w + taxes) Cheap Fares
Worldwidel! Hawail $129 (o/w) Call
800-834-9192 www.4cheapair.com

185 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
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BUYER BEWARE
The Oregon Daily Emerald assumes no
liability for ad content or response. Ads are
screened for illegal content and mail order
ads must provide a sample of item for sale.
Otherwise, ads that appear too good to be
true, probably are.
Respond at your own risk.

200 WORK STUDY POSITIONS

Work study students needed
for summer term 2000 in Interna-
tional Education & Exchange. If
interested, please complete appli-
cation in 330 Oregon Hall. Appli-
cation deadline: Friday, 6/23/2000.
Interviews will be held June 28-30.
For more info, please call Noreen
at 346-1205 or noreen@ore-
gon.uoregon.edu

200 WORK STUDY POSITIONS

NOW HIRING WORK STUDY
ONLY: office assistance for Hon-
ors College office. Paid office ex-
perience desirable. $8.50 an hour.
Apply at 320 Chapman Hall or call
Janice, 346-2514. Must be work
study qualified for summer term.

Now hiring for fall term jobs in

Contact Campus Recycling at 346
1529. Leave message with a mail-
ing address and phone number to
obtain application.

205 HELP WANTED

KWVA FM, UO Campus Radio, is
now accepting applications for the
student board seats for KWVA
Board of Directors. Applicants
should be enrolled at least half time,
previous management and/or board
experience a plus. Job descriptions
and applications are available out-
side of the ASUO Office, Suite 4 of
the EMU. The deadline for applica-
tions is Tuesday, July 11th at noon.
All applications can be tumed in to
the KWVA box in Suite 4 of the
EMU. For additional information,
contact Kelly Lea at KWVA, 346-
4091. KWVA s an EOQ/AA employ-
er committed to compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

205 HELP WANTED

HAVE FUN &
MAKE SOME
MONEY!

Students needed to hand out
sports sections outside Hay-
ward Field on the day of the
Prefontaine Track meset Satur-
day, 6/24, 10:30-12:30. Apply in
person, Suite 300, EMU. The
Oregon Daily Emerald is an
equal opportunity employer
committed to a culturally di-
verse workplace,

205 HELP WANTED

Earn Extra Cash. $50-$300/hr.
Amateur film maker looking for fe-
male models 18-30. 688-0923.

LOSE WEIGHT! 100% guarantee,
100% natural. Healthy & nutritious.
DR. RECOMMENDED.

Call Today! (972) 606-5210.

Start at $ 8 p 0 O/h I’ plus bonus!

University of Oregon
Annual Giving Program

NOW HIRING UO/LCC sudents only
applications available anylime

Agate Hall, Room 124
346-2059

Annual Giving Program » UO Development Office
E Transforming Lives through Knowledge
|

FREE ways to earn lots of BIG
summer cashl JOIN NOWI
WWW. ch. tsurfars.com/bl 43




