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en their mmarkably long
lific career, they are tied to lg:?'r
instruments to achieve their
unique brand of sprawling, high
voltage rock. With their equip-
ment gone, it was as if someone
cut their anchor. Anyone who has
heard SY, even just once, can usu-
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By Mason West
Oregon Daily Emerald

For music aficionados, compi-
lation CDs are like a Vegas buffet:
you can get lots of different stuff,
and it's all good. But the “essen-
tial selection vol. one” takes a dif-
ferent approach to compilation
CDs. Instead of having a montage
of different performers, it devotes
an entire CD to a D] to remix pop-
ular songs of their choice.

This two-CD album is mixed by
two of the biggest name DJs in the
world today, Fatboy Slim and
Paul Oakenfold. Each DJ has their

own disk with over 70 minutes of

If his 1yncs are even the alight—
est bit autobiographical, R&B
singer Avant needs a shoulder to
cry on, a good dating service to get
the hook-up, and someone to tell
him that women no longer are

solely responsible for running a
household.

That said, let me add that he
will definitely not need help sell-
ing copies of “My Thoughts,” his
debut album on Magic Johnson's
new label with MCA Records,
once these tracks move into the
regular rotation at radio stations

On “Mv Thoughts.” Avant

ing criticism a p s act. You
can’t compare it with a standard
because it wasn't created with a
standard in mind. That leaves
their former work as the only
available device for comparison,
So where is Sonic Youth in all
this, you ask. Exactly where they
left off with 1998’s “A Thousand
Leaves,” pushing their attitudes

scene., His sc

heard all over television and radio

laat year. His sound is easily dis-

ishable from most other DJs
and can be labeled almost comic.
His songs are very upbeat and
make you want to get up and
jump around, Just by listening to
his musie, you can tell that he is
loving his job.

However, his lighthearted mu-
sic doesn’t take away from his
professionalism. Fatboy Slim has
been intensely involved in the
world of music since the mid
‘80s. He has undergone many mu-
tations since that time but always
seems to end up on top.

Oakenfold is another survivor
in a constantly changing industry.
While his name may not be as
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loves R&B — trust me, these slow
jams are so mellow that you won't
really care what Avant’s singing
about, just how soon you can use
his tracks for background music
for a serious make-out session,
He has major-hit potential with
his track “Reaction,” a pop/rap-
flavored tune with the requisites:
naughty sex references, a catchy
beat, and two guest raps (both of
which almost steal his thunder).
This was my personal favorite
track, one I still can’t seem to stop
playing. Even though I know the
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ground since Lou Reed gave the
job up in the late 70s. The band

took over with its formation in
1981. Also, the members’ com-
bined voices have always had a
haunting, ghostly vocal reverb
that punctuates meditative lyrics.
And their tunes have always been,
Tum to Sonic Youth, page 6B

G)akeufoid s mix is mnre trance
based than Fatboy Slim’s, but it
also brings in some house and
other beat styles. However, Oak-
enfold is always so close to the
edge of music trends, one should
be careful defining just what it is
he’s doing. It might be something
you have never heard of before.

Aside from being a great DJ,
Oakenfold is a very successful
producer and has been responsi-
ble for bringing many great artists
into the public eye. As a matter of
fact, he helped launch the career
of Mr. Will Smith himself back in
the ‘80s. Betcha didn’t know that.

In a market where there are so
many DJs with albums available,
a consumer must be choosy if
they are going to get good music.
Luckily there are artists such as
Tum to Dance, page 7B

Fer balam:e ha has songs
speakaboutthadownsidesoflos—
ing or falling out of love, with
tracks such as “Separated” and
“Get Away.”

“If1 never see you again I won't
be mad at all/ because 1 believe
that you're my downfall,” he
sings in “Separated,” in which he
plays the wronged lover well, wa-
vering between being bitter and
wistful over a separation with a
girlfriend.

In “Get Away," a great song to
play to yourself when you’re pin-
ing after an ex, or need a good cry.

Turn to Avant, page 71




