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Theater’s 90-year-old namesake still acting

W Horace Robinson built Joseph Gilg, development di-

rector of University Theatre, said

junior high. Robinson graduated
from the University of Iowa and

the University's theater
departmentintoa
top-notch program

that today's program is a reflec-
tion of Horace’s values.
“He's the man for our pro-

later went on to receive a gradu-
ate degree.

When he arrived, the theater

gram,” Gilg said, who has known

By Rory Carroll
Oregon Daily Emerald

For many students, Robinson

Robinson since 1973. “The pro-
gram was built by him.”
Robinson first arrived here in

department consisted of only one
other faculty member. Robinson
began as the technical director

Theatre is just the name of anoth-
er campus building. What they
may not realize is that Horace
Robinson, the man who built the
University's theater program, still
lives in Eugene and continues to
be active in the theater.

1933, accepting the considerable
challenge of being one of the
founding teachers at the universi-
ty and later taking on the task of
designing the theater.

Born in Apache, Okla., Robin-
son’s interest in theater began in
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and scene designer. He said that
the theater program has changed
considerably since then.

“It has increased, of course,

considerably in size,” Robinson '

said. “We had a very active pro-

-gram at the time. We did six

shows a year. It was, I guess, easi-
er, because there wasn'’t any TV
competition and very little of the
theater in Eugene. So the Univer-
sity Theater was the main dramat-
ic outlet of the town at the time."”

The theater began with a lot of
public interest.

“We had very good audiences.
I would say, much more town
participation than student,’ he

said.

Robinson said that, over time,
the theater has become a pre-
dominately  student-oriented
place.

Before the theater took Robin-
son’s name, the theater was
named the University Theater.
There was a move to change the
theater’s name when Robinson
retired in 1975,

Robinson said that the Univer-
sity’s theater was once the major
theater in the Northwest and ex-
cellent by 1949 standards, but
that it has not progressed to meet
20th-century standards.

“At the time, it was the best in
the country,” Robinson said.
“Things have  progressed,
changed considerably both in
terms of plays and material and
methods and technology and so
forth and unfortunately the pres-
ent theater hasn't kept up with
those. It is, shall we say, rapidly

becoming an outmoded theater.”

The same can not be said for
Robinson the man. Married for
76 years and having celebrated
his 90th birthday last October,
Robinson is still active in the the-
ater community. He still finds
time to do a little directing, act-
ing and writing.

“But the opportunities for that
are decreasing,” Robinson said
with a laugh.

He added’that he never misses
a campus performance.

His “pet project” is a ten-year-
old Readers Theater Group.
Robinson said that they perform
four or five shows a week, and
that helps him stay active. They
have performed over 900 per-
formances and will reach 1,000
sometime in July, according to
Robinson,

“It's a welcome outlet for me
because it still keeps me going,”
he said.
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Tie Affaire (torch ballads), Chez
Ray's, 30 W. 10th. Free.

7 p.m.— Campus Orchestra, Room
198 Music School. Free.

8 p.m. —The Red Elvisesand The
Brainwashers (surf swing), WOW
Hall, 291 W. Eighth Ave. $7.

8 p.m. —Tony Rae Group {jazz),
Foxfire Restaurant and Bar, 4740
Main St., Springfield. Free.

dentdance concert, Dougherty
Dance Theater, Gerlinger Annex.
Tickets $3 for students, $6 general
admission, Also runsat 8 p-m. Fnday

7 p.m.— Cynthia Beal with the Bleu

8 p.m.— "Ground Zero: Reinventing
Dancein the Year 2000” Springstu-

” __lSaturday, May20

8 pm.— Middle Eastern Dance =~ ¢
Gullde, Cafe Parad:so 115w Bmad -

Th k
ntrtainment

Hell Cats (rock and roll), Foxfire
Restaurant. Two-drink minimum.
9:30 p.m.— Three Bricks Shy (psy-
chedelic rock), Blackforest Tavern.
Free.

9:30 p.m.—Alan Charing & Ben
Gilde (acoustic), Sam Bond's Garage.
$3-5 cover.

9:30 p.m. — Freedom Funk Ensem-
ble, Jo Federigo’s. $2 cover,

10 p.m.— Who Flung Pooh?, DMR,
System 13 (alternative rock), John
Henry’s. $3 cover.

10p.m. ——»Kerosenenream(rock]. -
Taylor’s Barand Grill, 894E13th',

ou
ater Colied;vewtth Guvs {drama,

Nines, The Pawns (punk rock), John
Henry's. $3 cover.

EMonday, May 22
6:30 p.m.— Open Micsign up (show
beginsat 9 p.m.), o Federigo’s
Restaurant and Jazz Club. Free.

-8 pm. —Open Mic, Chez Ray" %

Free.

8 p.m.— Open Mac, Foxfrre Restau
rantand Bar. Free, .

8:30 p.m. — Open Mic nghz Cafe

Paradiso. Free.

 9pm. —Open poetry mght The :
BuzzC 0ffeehouse Free. Endsat




