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Ducks drop another close game

M The unsympathetic Pacific-10
Conference doesn’t make getting back on
track easy — as the Ducks are finding out

By Mirjam Swanson
Oregon Daily Emerald

Damn, the Pac-10 is a tough
softball conference.

But that's common knowl-
edge, right?

It's kind of obvious, seeing
that all nine Pac-10 teams are
ranked among the nation’s top

IP H R ER BB SO 22 teams, Add to it that eight of
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runs.”

The No. 22 Ducks (24-17
overall, 1-6 Pac-10) continued
their slump, getting only three
hits and three runners in scor-
ing position. McMurren (9-12)
had another good outing, hold-
ing the Beavers (27-12-1, 1-6) to
only two hits on the day.

The only scoring came in the
top of the second when Mc-

strikeouts to end the inning.
The Ducks’ biggest scoring
threat came in the fourth inning
when Holly Ray and Triawn
Custer reached base with two
outs. Freshman Andrea Vid-
lund came to the plate and gave
Oregon State starter Tarrah
Beyster a battle, fouling off sev-
en pitches before flying out to
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And the PAC-10’s record in
non-conference games this sea-
sonis 247-44-1, -

Basically, the Pac-10 is the
bomb.

That fact was neatly reaf-
firmed Tuesday, as the No. 12
Beavers did what both No. 1
Washington and No. 3 UCLA
did last weekend. They shut
down the Ducks’ usually — but
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“Ican only focus on myself,” a
frustrated McMurren said. “I
know my team is behind me giv-
ing 100 percent , so it's just a
matter of time. For some reason,
right now, it's just not coming.”

One reason, of course, is who
the Ducks (24-17 overall, 1-6
Pac-10) are up against. They're
playing teams that, according to
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Connie McMurren . . N
siaaneimst || NO tion, Bellotti has set the bar high
performance on the : B et _
mound against the The Oregon o
Bea_vers. Butonce fOOIba“ team It's only the second week of spring
again, the sophomore is finding that  practice, but already head coach Mike
from Eugene didn’t get they face Bellotti has been doing a lot of coach-
' . ing.
- adequate run support, heightened Bellotti has high expectations for his
as she lost herthnrg expectations football team. He
straight start Tuesday. 3kt knows the type of
8 ?Ven nqw, talent his team pos- >
: ' during spring sesses and wants to
drills see that talent at its
full potential —
even in the spring.
: After last week’s

first round of prac-

tices, Bellotti described his mood as
“disappointed.” On Tuesday, howev-
er, Bellotti admitted that he may have
jumped the gun a bit in his evaluation.
“I'think my initial reaction was dis-
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Joey Harrington, the Ducks’ leading candidate to start at quarterback, is enjoying spring drills.




