
■ Club Sports offers 
students the opportunity 
to play competitively at a 

level different than NCAA 

By Shantell Rice 
for the Emerald 

The Oregon Club Sports pro- 
gram is helping to redefine the 
role of the athlete in Eugene. 

In high school, many of us had 
dreams of being NCAA athletes as 

we watched our teammates pin 
their opponents in less than thirty 
seconds or witnessed them shoot 
a basket from half-court to win 
the game, as we sat on the bench. 

Many of us dreamed of hitting 
the game-winning home run in 
the bottom of the ninth inning or 

kicking the winning field goal, 
but as soon as high school was 

over, those visions — or halluci- 
nations, perhaps — died tragical- 
ly. Or have they? 

There’s a place where students 
can go and revive those dreams. 
A place where limits are tested 
and you’re pushed until you’re 
beyond the pain. It’s now time to 

dig out those dreams that you’ve 
buried, dust off your bats, lace up 
your spikes or inflate those bas- 
ketballs. 

Yes, the definition of an athlete 
has been broadened. 

Club Sports offers a place for 
students who aren’t competing 
on the NCAA level to compete 
and a place where those sports 
that aren’t NCAA competitive 
can be played. 

“It’s below intercollegiate ath- 
letics but above intermurals,” 
said Genny Auyeung, the 

women’s water polo coordinator. 
Club Sports is a place where 

students often gain a sense of be- 
longing and a sense of being part 
of something bigger than them- 
selves. 

Sandy Vaughn, who has been 
the coordinator of Club Sports for 
the last 26 years, said students 
can gain many things from being 
involved with the program be- 
cause they can get the feeling of 
teamwork. 

“It’s the one place outside the 
classroom where students feel 
bonded to the University,” 
Vaughn said. 

Vaughn added that she has per- 
haps one of the best jobs on cam- 

pus, working directly with stu- 
dents, assisting them in gaining 
the skills they need to run their 
individual programs. She said 
she watches them as they commit 
themselves to all aspects of the 
program, from being a team play- 
er to being a team manager. 

The unique thing about Club 
Sports is that students are respon- 
sible for running their own club. 
They not only participate in their 
sport, but they also plan team 

competitions, fundraising events 
and make the travel arrange- 
ments. Students learn how to be 
accountable to one another. 

“As a coordinator,” said Ben 
Gottlieb, the men’s water polo 
captain, coordinator and coach, “I 
basically set how the season will 
go, where the competitions are 

and when we practice.” 
Getting involved in Club Sports 

is also a great way to not only live 
out your athletic potential, but 
also build organizational skills 
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Andy Ripps (above) practices his ultimate frisbee flick, while Joe Kleffner (below) reaches for an airborne disc. Kleffner is the 
club’s nominee for the Callahan Award, ultimate frisbee’s equivalent to college football’s Heisman Trophy. 

ii I kind of feel like a mom to my team. 

The main thing is to be organized. Make 
sure that everyone has their stuff together. 

Genny Auyeung 
women’s water polo coordinator 1 

that will help in all areas of life. 
“I kind of feel like a mom to my 

team,” said Auyeung. “The main 
thing is to be organized. Make 
sure everyone has their stuff to- 

gether.” 
Another advantage to being in- 

volved in a club, these coordina- 
tors said, is the people you will 
meet. There are some co-ed divi- 
sions within clubs, although that 
varies depending on the sport. 
But oftentimes, the women’s and 

men’s teams, although separate, 
will travel together to competi- 
tions, so the opportunities for life- 
long friendships on and off the 
field are endless. 

Club Sports allows for anyone 
to be on a team, but some sports 
require try-outs because of a lim- 
ited amount of spots on the team. 

Spring term is a great time to get 
out and play, especially with peo- 
ple who do all the hard work be- 
cause they love the sport. 
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SWOOSH 
CHALLENGE 

The Swoosh Challenge Is a one day CROSS TRAINING 

competition open to all students. Teams of 2 men and 2 
women compete in 4 events to win a trip to the National 

Championship in Los Angeles. AH participants compete in 
these events: 

Climbing Wall Competition 
Who can make it to the top 
in the fastest time? 

SAC Obstacle Course 
Your Speed, Agility, Quickness 
are put to the test 

moon 
Team relay (4 x'3/4 mi) 

Basic fitness fvents 

Prizes: 
All participants receive FREE 

Nike T-shirt, Nutri-Grain Bars, 
Nutri-Grain Twists Bars, and 
more. Regional Champions 
will receive an expense paid 

trip to compete at the Swoosh 
Challenge National 

Championships. Prize package 
includes travel to and from 
nationals, 3 nights lodging, 
local transportation, and a | 

team adventure day. 

Sit 'n reach, sit-ups, and more... 

Event Date: Saturday April 8th 
Cost: FREE! 

More Into: Drop by 102 Esslinger or call 346-4113 

Virtual Office Systems Inc. 
In Partnership with 

The University of Oregon Bookstore 
3131 West 11th Ph. 343-8633 Open Mon-Sat 10-6 
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AMDK6-2 
"Power Player 
$869.99 

• AMD K6-2 3D 400 CPU 
• 8 MB Diamond AGP 
•4.3 GB Western Digital 
• 64 MB 100 MHz SDRAM 
• 15” .28 SVGA Monitor 

AMD K6-2 450 add $10 
AMD K6-2 500 add $20 

Upgrade to 8.4 Gig Drive, $20 

Good luck to 

the Ducks in 
the NCAA 

Tournament! 

The AMD K7 
Athlon 050 

$1249.99 
• Microstar MS 6167 Board 
• 8 MB Diamond AGP 
• 13 GB AT A 66 Drive 
• 64 MB 100 MHz SDRAM 
• 17” .28 SVGA Monitor 

W/Athlon 600 $1269.99 
W/Athlon 650 $1299.99 

Add a 100 MB Zip Drive for $90 

All systems include ATX case, Windows 

keyboardfloppy, sound, speakers, 1 
98, 52XCD, 56Kv.90 modem, mouse, 
Year parts/2 Years labor warranty. 

VQS Inc. Systems are also available at the UO Bookstore. Parts available only at VOS Inc. 
Prices stood through 03 3 I 00 AMI). kf>. K7. AMD logo and 3l)No\\1 arc trademarks of AMI). Inc. Prices subject to change. <io Ducks! 


