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Glownia believes in showing
Eugene citizens different way

W Mayoral candidate Michael Glownia emphasizes
education, the environment and small businesses

By Brian Goodell
Oregon Daily Emerald

Michael Glownia is a poet, a
father and a business man. He is
also running for Mayor of Eu-
gene, and he wants his fellow cit-
izens to share in a new kind of
local government.

Glownia announced Friday
morning at City Hall his inten-
tion to challenge Mayor Jim Tor-
rey and a host of other candi-
dates in the upcoming mayoral
election.

“] want to do something that'’s
never been done before,” Glown-
ia said. “I want to spearhead an
effort to let people know there is
a different way.”

Much of his new approach to
local government involves reor-
ganizing the priorities of the city.
Glownia said he is concerned
that Eugene is accommodating
large corporations with tax
breaks while turning its back on
small businesses.

“I question whether a corpora-
tion like Hyundai should come
into Eugene,” Glownia said. “I
understand we need jobs, but to
sacrifice the environment for a
large corporation is not prudent
at this juncture. It makes me
wonder who exactly is running
the city.”

Glownia said he is committed
to issues like education, the envi-
ronment and small businesses
because of his concerned about
his children'’s future.

“I'm doing this for my chil-

dren,” Glownia said. “Children
today are saying they don’t know
about their future, that it looks
kind of grim. People are not hap-
py, and they need a vision.”

As the new mayor, Glownia
said he
would act as
the voice of
the people.
He said he
wants to
open the
flow for peo-
ple to share
their visions
"1 by encourag-
' ing commu-
GLOWNIA . nity involve-
ment. Glownia used a poetry
example to illustrate this con-
cept.

At one of his poetry readings
he asked the audience to respond
to a theme. The theme was
“turkey.” When Glownia would
say the word “turkey,” he would
ask the audience to respond with
whatever ideas popped into their
heads, With this, Glownia got a
collage of ideas and presented
them as a poem.

“That's what I think I can do as
mayor,” Glownia said. “There are
people in this city who have
beautiful visions. When we work
together, we are strong.”

Glownia's friend and cam-
paign manager, Kyle
Schweighauser, said he loves the
idea of a community platform
and said he thinks Glownia is the

man who can do it.

“Michael has shown great in-
tegrity, passion and a strong in-
terest in getting people together,”
Schweighauser said. “We need
an interactive, responsive gov-
ernment. With Michael, we all
have a chance and a voice
whether you're a student or a
senior citizen.”

Mayoral candidate Uriah Mur-
ray, a 21-year-old student at the
Cascade Institute of Massage

Therapy, said he likes a lot of -

what Glownia has to bring to the
race.

“We're on the same page as far
as environmental issues are con-
cerned,” Murray said. “The envi-
ronment is the most important is-
sue. Without Mother Earth, we
have nothing.”

Sherri Thieben, a friend and a
Saturday Market food vendor,
said she likes Glownia for his
ability to communicate.

“He has good speaking skills,
and he’s great at listening to what
other people have to say,”
Thieben said. "I like the idea of
using a community forum to find
the most important issues.™

Glownia said he plans to meet
with University students to in-
volve them in the greater Eugene
community and to bring their is-
sues to the table.

“I want University students to
be a part of the story,” Glownia
said. "I see myself bridging the
gap between the University and
the city. I want to get students to
think about the issues and be
more responsive. This is their
home too.”
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spoken word and atoustic
Monday, February 2l 2:00 pm

"Ben Lmder Room

(1st floor of the EMU, at U of 0)
a presentation of the Cultural Forum
for more info call 346-4373
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