
Lights,camera, 

Instructional Television provides local media and educational 
departments with a link to the world 

By Ben Romano 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

The hot television lights of Stu- 
dio E cooked the jittery group of 
middle school students waiting to 
be interviewed by a host in Wash- 
ington, D.C. They were in the 
University Media Services facili- 
ty as part of the Department of Ed- 
ucation’s “The Satellite Town 
Meeting.” 

Across the hall in a control 
room packed with monitors, con- 
trols and switches, Mike Majdic 
and his team stayed in constant 
communication with the produc- 
ers of the program in Washington, 
D.C. 

“Stand-by, this is the real deal,” 
Majdic said as the producers in- 
formed him that they were on the 
air next. 

“Live via satellite from Eugene, 
Oregon ...,” said the program’s 
host, and with that, Instructional 
Television began another of its fre- 
quent transmissions linking the 
community to the rest of the world 
via the University. 

Instructional Television is a de- 
partment within Media Services 
and regularly contracts its facili- 
ties to news agencies and pro- 
grams such as the Department of 
Education, said Majdic, an associ- 
ate professor and producer/direc- 
tor with the program. 

It typically charges $250 for a 
one hour transmission. This gen- 
erates funds to pay student work- 
ers and buy video tapes for pro- 
jects such as student 
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documentaries and the greeting 
card recently sent to University 
President Dave Frohnmayer. It’s a 

major source of revenue for Media 
Services, Majdic said. 

Media from the Eugene-Spring- 
field area used the services during 
last year’s coverage of the shooting 
at Thurston High School and dur- 
ing the recent trial of shooter Kip- 
land P. Kinkel. 

“We’ve done stuff for the Crier 
Report, Larry King Live, Fox News 
and Court TV, Majdic said. 

Lynette Boone, Instructional 
Television assistant, said it’s inter- 
esting to hear the fast-paced work 
that goes on at a place like Fox 
News. 

“The pace is much faster than 
educational television,” said 
Boone, who is often on the phone 
with producers during transmis- 
sion. 

The facility also gives different 
television programs an opportuni- 
ty to use its equipment to edit and 
transmit footage filmed in the 
area. 

These media have no other op- 
tions for transmitting out of Eu- 
gene, Majdic said. Sometimes the 
news teams don’t do any work at 
Media Services. They bring in fin- 
ished tapes and we send them to 
the networks, Boone said. 

Staff from Instructional Televi- 
sion contact all of the “in between 
points” that the transmission will 
pass through. For example, during 
“The Satellite Town Meeting” the 
signal was sent from the Universi- 
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ty to Oregon Public Broadcasting 
via microwave, and from there it 
traveled to Washington, D.C., on a 
fiber optic system. Finally, it was 

up-linked to a satellite in space. 
The signal has traveled more than 
48,000 miles by the time it returns 
to earth. 

The producer has to reserve a 
“window” of time for satellite 
broadcasts. If the “window” is 
missed, the transmission cannot 

go through, said Andy Kirk- 
patrick, a producer and director at 
Instructional Television. 

“Lining things up is half the bat- 
tle,” he said. 

“It’s a nice thing,” Majdic said. 
“We make a few bucks and it’s 
nice to be able to do this for peo- 
ple of the State of Oregon. We 
hope it will give a good feeling 
about the University. 
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Julius 

by William Shakespeare 

Robinson Theatre 
November 5, 6,11,12, 

13,194& 20- 8 pm 
Sunday, Nov. 14- 2 pm 
Benefit: Camp Fire Boys & Girls 

LIT Box Office- 346-4191 
EMU Tickets- 346-4363 
Halt Center- 6S2-5009 
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"Support recycling, help the environment" 

SAY NO TO NEON 
Golden Rod & heavily dyed papers 

The heavy dyes used to produce neon-colored paper, dark reds and 

shades of orange (goldenrod) contain heavy metals that clT0 tOXiC 
Additionally, these papers contaminate the colored paper recycling process. 
Remember yOU h3VG cl ChOICC. Choose to use environmentally 

friendly papers and catchy graphics instead of toxic colors! 

Sponsored by the University of Oregon Environmental Issues Committee 
Bon Marche JCPenneyMeier & Frank Wards Copeland's Sports Emporium 

The best shopping around is at 

Valley River Center. And the best 
way to get there is 

shop 
Well pick you up at the 
LTD Station (across from 
the U of O Bookstore) 

or from 1 3th & Agate, for a direct ride on the 
bus to a shopper's paradise. It departs every 
half-hour Saturdays 10:00 am 8:00 pm 
and Sundays 11:00 am 5:00 pm through 
December 12. And best of all it's completely 
free with your student ID. 
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Take a Free Ride, 
Get a Free Lunch 
While quantities Iasi, get details on the bus 
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