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Developments
in the Kinkel case

Throughout the last 18 months, a
chain of events put the national
spotlight on the small town of
Springfield and forever changed
the community.

May 21, 1998 A day after be-
ing expelled for bringing a gun
to school, 15-year-old Kip
Kinkel opens fire in the Thur-
ston High School cafeteria.
Students Ben Walker and
Mikael Nickolauson die from
their wounds, and his parents,
Bill and Faith, were later found
dead in the Kinkel home. As a
part of his confession, Kinkel
would return hours after the
shooting ended to reinact it for
police.

Statets rI feélings

Jamon Kent, superintendent, Springfield
public schools

Springfield School District officials are pleased
with the result of the sentencing hearing
[Wednesday] because it is a significant step along
the road to healing. The shooting that occurred
on May 21, 1998 affected hundreds of people
from all corners of this community — the fami-
lies of those who perished, the wounded, other
Springfield students, staff, parents, police offi-
cers, firefighters, paramedics, emergency room
and surgical staff, and many others. All have ex-
perienced pain and suffering in a variety of ways
and are sure to mark [Wednesday] as a point in
time upon which they may base part of their per-
sonal healing.

Over the last 18 months, the district has en-
deavored to assist students, staff, families and
community members as they are all working their

of case

this was a clear statement that the protection of
society in general was to be of more importance
than the possible reformation or rehabilitation of
any individual defendant.

Article 1 Section 16 states in part that: “All penal-
ties shall be proportional to the offense.” ... And a
sentence of 25 years orso in this case is not propor-
tional to those sentences or to these present facts.

Based upon my experience, I believe it is high-
ly probable that a jury would have found Mr.
Kinkel guilty of multiple counts of aggravated
murder-and would have sentenced him to life in
prison without the possibility of release. Believ-
ing that, the question becomes, should the court
sentence any differently, at least without some
good reason to do so?

The impressive medical expérts who exam-
ined Mr. Kinkel necessarily and appropriately fo-
cused on him and on his condition, rather than

Excerpt from Kip Kinkel’s journal

I sit here all alone. 1 am always alone. I don’t know who I am. [ want to be
something I can never be. I try so hard every day. But in the end, I hate myself
for what I've become.

Every single person I know means nothing to me. I hate every person on

this earth. [ wish they could all go away. You all make me sick. I wish I was
dead.

The only reason 1 stay alive is because of hope. Even though I am repulsive
and few people know who I am, I still feel that things might, maybe, just a lit-
tle bit, get better.

I don’t understand any fucking person on this earth. Some of you are so
weak, mainly, that a four-year-old could push you down. I am strong, but
my head just doesn’t work right. [ know I should be happy with what T have,
but I hate living.

Every time I talk to her, I have a small amount of hope. But then she will
tear it right down. It feels like my heart is breaking. But is that possible? Iam

Kristen Kinkel leaves
the courtroom after
hearing that her brother
will spend the rest of
his life in prison. Kip
Kinkel shot and killed
his parents and ftwo
classmates in May

Thomas Boyd AP/Pool 1998,

$oc ; : = 9 told Kinkel that should he con- case today. There will be an ap-
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June 13, 1998 President
Clinton visits Springfield and
Thurston High and talks with
students and families about
the shooting.

June 16, 1898 As victims of
the shoating watch, Kinkel is
arraigned on a 58-count felony
indictment for the shooting
and other crimes. He enters no

Kip Kinkel
I thought about what I could say to make peo-
ple feel just a little bit better, but I have come to

many people — including caring community
members and national experts — and for that we
express our thanks. The healing process contin-
ues and events like [Wednesday] can help every-
one move forward and focus on the future.
Thurston High School continues to strive for a
balance between providing emotional and aca-
demic support to those who continue to feel the
effects of the tragedy, but also to create a healthy
high school experience for all students. The pop-

ally agree that with extensive, long-term treat-
ment, they would not expect him to be dangerous
to others, but they also acknowledge that future
dangerousness is difficult to predict.

Untreated, or I suppose improperly or incom-
pletely treated, he is and remains dangerous. And
as required by Article 1 Section 15, my focus
must be much broader than the possible reforma-
tion or rehabilitation of Mr. Kinkel.

I know everyone thinks this way sometimes, but I am so full of rage that I
feel I could snap at any moment. I think about it every day. Blowing the
school up or just taking the easy way out, and walk into a pep assembly with
guns. In either case, people that are breathing will stop breathing. That is
how I'will repay all you mother fuckers for all you put me through.

1 feel like everyone against me, but no one ever makes fun of me, mainly
because they think I am a psycho. There is one kid above all others that I
want to kill. I want nothing more than to put a hole in his head. The one rea-

Continued from Page 1A

mentally ill. He is neurologically
impaired, and he is a child.”
Kinkel’s attorneys indicated
they intend to appeal the sen-
tence within the 30 days allotted
under court of appeals regula-
tions. With an appeal, the case
could continue for at least anoth-

he could hold onto the hope of
one day qualifying for a gover-
nor’s commute of his sentence.
In statements full of relief and
satisfaction at Kinkel's deter-
mined fate, many survivors and
their families commented in a
press conference afterward that
they felt justice had indeed been

. served.

dealing with the issue for a long
time. He is vulnerable to psychot-
ic episodes and vulnerable to
hearing voices. He spent three
and a half years resisting those
voices. Finally, when they got
strong enough, he was overcome
by them."

Kinkel's defense team said it
was expecting a sentence of 32

Just ! : One of the last things Dr. Bolstad said was to . i . : er two years, defense attorney “Kip i i - and a half years for its client,
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sense of “normality.”
June 7, 1999 Court docu-

I take full responsibility for my actions. These
events have pulled me to a state of deterioration

Thurston High School, the Springfield School Dis-
trict and the entire Springfield-Eugene community.

lieve is necessary while in prison. And Dr. Bol-
stad, who knows the system, was not optimistic

find someone else. I think I love her, but she could never love me. I don't
know why Itry.

the pain and destruction I
caused. I am truly sorry for all

family could finally put the ordeal
behind them.

community,” he said.

Prosecuting attorney Kent

: : g S “It's been a long 18 months,” Mortimore underscored his belief
ments are made public that and self-loathing that I didn't know existed. I'm Springfield Mayor Maureen Maine ;?. ti::at] rergarlcé. tA;]]d v:*e Lm:nol suaml?lee th‘?l Mr. Oh, fuck. I sound so pitiful. People would laugh at this if tht_ey read it. I Lh]\f. : 231132_:380 Thtesae elavenlsf he said. “But the system worked. that Kinkel should spend the rest
Kinkel's _'gg?ﬁf.s will rely on an vell;y{ ??-:Ty f;);ceverything I have done and for This has been a sad and difficult experience for lelal:-ie?l t‘g l::l;ela tcingl‘; ll‘lllﬂg'ngi(ﬁ:‘ja‘;‘; \:’::;l:n::[:f hate being laughed at. But they won't laugh after they’re scraping parts of ayeiake WI 103 PIACeOL s et stop school violence.

insanity defense. what I have ome. = oy ’ :

Sept. 24, 1999 Three days

before his trial is to begin,

Kinkel pleads Fuiny to the kil-
n

Kristin Kinkel

the victims of the Thurston shooting, for the
Kinkel family and for the entire community, Hun-
dreds of lives have been changed in Springfield

Based upon the record I have heard and re-
viewed, I believe that Mr. Kinkel has the capacity

their parents, sisters, brothers and friends from the wall of my hate.
Please, someone, help me. All I want is something small. Nothing big. I
just want to be happy.

- deterioration and self-loathing I

didn't know existed.”
On Sept. 24 Kinkel pleaded

This behavior will not be tolerat-
ed in Springfield, Oregon, nor

of his natural life in prison be-
cause his crimes were among the
worst in recent memory nation-

: : > i : will it be anywhere else.” ride and that Kinkel is bevond
ling ar wounding of every vic- Words are difficult at this time. Emotions are by the events of May 21, 1998. My own thoughts = d? zlhtosg lt;;ngs mh prlsondl_‘xixs st S?IEIC::E: guilty to the four counts of mur- Lane County District Attorney ;;]ha%?l?iation for the mental ill-
tim, including hg_paremg. His so overwhelming, I cannot differentiate between  at this time are focused on moving Springfield ;:mln ?1 D '1(;"'{]1:0(1?11}1 : daur(?act)ic;l GF‘;T:OHSSU][; ti‘eiw End. New day. Today of all days, I ask her to help me. I was shot down. I der and signed an agreement that Doug Harcleroad issued a formal  ness his defense claimed he suf-
plea guaranteed him a mini- them. Today I lost another member of my family.1  forward and on healing — both for individuals 2paimse g PP :

mum of 25 years in prison.
Nov. 3, 1999 A Portland psy-

feel the same shock, despair and disbelief that I
felt on May 21, 1998, when I learned what had

and for the community.

and other opportunities afforded to him, and he
probably can do worthwhile things to help oth-

feel like my heart has been ripped open and ripped apart. Right now, I'm
drunk, so I don't know what the hell is happening to me.

*guaranteed a sentence of at least

25 years. Kinkel sprayed the

statement saying that while he,
too, believed justice had been ad-

fers.

: £h S “They chose to waive the men-
) : : i isc Thurston cafeteria with bullets : :

, 1999 . I'm thankful for the extraordinary city, hospi-  ¢1c 1f he chooses this route. and if medical sci- Itis clear that no one will help me. Oh, God, Tam so close to killing people. : oo oo equately served, the task of heal- 5] defense,” Mortimore said. “1
?gﬁ?ﬁ%&wéﬁfcmﬁﬁ‘mw happeneq to my parents, my brother and my  ta] and school employees who responded to the s ek e the ;';dw;i:eqllﬁ;e clioclors le;ect Ew So close. on May 21, 1988, after killing his ing was still before the communi-  think that tells you how strong
him to kill since he was 12 MY original event and for the sensitivity with which o o beis R v ey . piatants) Biband Fah inkel. 3y their case was. What they pre-
years old. : This has been an incredibly difficult time for  all the resulting activities to date have been han- s Mot st sl i I gave her all I have, and she just threw it away. Why? Why did God just ’ .

Nov. 10, 1999 Kinkel is sen-
tenced to 112 in prison.
‘Emotions run Kigh and many
Thurston students leave the
courtroom in tears. Mark

all of us. To those victims who, on this day,
reached out a hand to support me, please know it
mean more to me than you will ever understand.
The pain is so great.

dled.... Springfield continues to be a great place to
live and work. I urge us all to continue to support
each other and to focus on moving on with ourlives.

Lane County Circuit Judge Jack Mattison’s

torial clemency under ORS 144.640 and seek a
commutation or shortening of his sentence upon
appropriate conditions. -
Given the mandatory nature of Measure 11 sen-
tences, I do not have the flexibility to structure

want me to be in complete misery? I need to find more weapons. My par-

| ents are trying to take away some of my guns. My guns are the only things

that haven't stopped me — that haven’t stabbed me in the back.

the night before.

As the sentence was read,
Mark Walker, whose son, Ben,
was killed in the cafeteria shoot-
ing, collapsed in an apparent

“As we close this chapter in
the Thurston High School shoot-
ings, it will quickly fade from the
media spotlight as well as from
some people’s immediate

sented painted the picture of a
person who couldn’t be helped.

“There’s no doubt in my mind
he’s responsible for his actions,”

her of the shooting What pulls me through is the prayer - : 5 My eyes hurt. They hurt so bad. They feel like they are trying to crawl out seizure and was carried out ona  thoughts.” he said. “However, the Mortimore added.
ﬁﬁ?mﬂgﬂfmu,m thing poﬁiti\fe can con]i%: from thFi's gagitélzzfizr:gf sentence ngnl::rréfe ic;falorig-rﬂzig:té:gﬁciglggs]l zt;llliiltlggz - of my head. Why aren’t Inormal? Help me. No one v\fiil. I \c?.'ill !(1]] ew;lry léist stretcher. Mattison said later it vil:ti%ns SRR s of s The defense’s ma_in ajg'umen‘ts
in an apparent seizure after the events. It will help us all to take hold of whatever On November 5 of 1996, the people of Oregon liogaitis pprop = mother-fucking one of you. The thought of you is still racing in my head. a_ppeared Walker would be all tragedy will not so soon forget. foc.used Dn‘ the testimony of two
sentence was read. good we can see and make an effort to let go of the ~ voted to change this section to its present form, AP Bt M Y L T M S am too drunk to make sense. right. They will continue to endure the  child psychologists, who con-
Katie Nesse Emerald negative. If we can succeed in taking that step,  which reads: “Laws for the punishment of crimes y app e Y : curred that Kinkel had been hear-

something truly positive will come from this
tragedy. Our individual lives, our community
and our world will be a better place..

shall be founded on these principles: the protec-
tion of society, personal responsibility, account-
ability for one's actions and reformation.” To me,

sentence needed to account for each of the
wounded, who rightly call themselves survivors,
and for Mr. Kinkel to know there was a price to
be paid for each person hit by his bullets,

Brief history of school shootings between 1992 and 1999'

1. May 1, 1992: Eric Houston, 20, opens fire at his former high
school in Olivehurst, Calif. Houston kills four people and wounds
10 in an attack prosecutors claim was retribution against a teacher
for a failing grade. Houston was convicted and given a death sen-

tence.

2. Jan. 18, 1993: In Grayson, Ky., Scott Pennington, 17, shoots his
English teacher, Deanna McDavid, in the head. He then shoots janitor
Marvin Hicks in the abdomen. Pennington was sentenced to life

without parole for 25 years.

3. Feb. 2, 1996: Barry Loukaitis, a 14-year-old Frontier Junior High
School student, kills two classmates and a teacher with an assault ri-
flein Moses Lake, Wash. Loukaitis was sentenced to two mandatory

life terms for the attack.

hands.

Westside Middle School in Jonesboro, Ark. They then open fire,
killing four girls and a teacher and wounding 11 others. Both pleaded
guilty to murder and are sentenced to the Arkansas Division of Youth
Services until they are 21.

7. May 19, 1998: Jacob Davis, 18, is accused of shooting and killing
| another student in the parking lot of Lincoln County High School in
Fayetteville, Tenn. Three days before they were to graduate, Davis al-
legedly confronts fellow student Nick Creson, apparently because
they had argued about a girl. After the shooting, Davis reportedly put
the gun on the ground, sat down next to it and put his head in his

8. May 21, 1998: A day after being expelled for bringing a gun to

Every time [ see your face, my heart is shot with an arrow. I think that she
will say yes, but she doesn't, does she? She says, “I don't know."” Thé three
most fucked up words in the English language.

Iwant you to feel this, be this, taste this, kill this, Kill me. Oh God, I don’t
want to live. Will I see it to the end? What kind of dad would I make? All
humans are evil. I just want to end the world of evil.

I don't want to see, hear, speak or feel evil, but I can’t help it. I am evil. 1
want to kill and give pain without a cost. And there is no such thing, We kill
him — we killed him a long time ago. Anyone that believes in God is a fuck-
ing sheep.

If there was a God, he wouldn't let me feel the way I do. Love isn’t real,
only hate remains. Only hate,

Mattison stated that under cur-
rent Oregon law, specifically the
language of Measure 11, the pri-
mary consideration for punishing
crimes should be the protection
of citizens.

“To me, this was a clear state-
ment that the protection of socie-
ty in general was to be of more
importance than the possible ref-
ormation or rehabilitation of any
individual defendant,” Mattison
said.

Under mandatory sentencing
rules, there can be no possibility
of parole or early release for 17-
year-old Kinkel, but Mattison

mental and physical impact of
that terrifying day.”

When asked if he was relieved
by the judge’s decision, Thurston
student Josh Ryker, who helped
tackle Kinkel on the day of the
shooting, said he was in an “ex-
treme state of limbo™ and wasn’t
sure how he was feeling.

“I hope he lives with the men-
tal images of what he has done to
us for the rest of his life,” he said.

Mullen responded to the sen-
tence with a commitment to
move forward with the case in a
court of appeals.

“This sentence did not end this

ing voices, indicating the possi-
bility of paranoid schizophrenia
as early as age 12. During days of
testimony from friends of Kinkel's
family and even his sister, Kristin,
the court heard of a young man
who cared for animals and was
quiet and hypersensitive.

Prosecutors pointed to the
planning and premeditation that
characterized Kinkel's crimes to
argue that mental illness was not
a valid excuse for murder or at-
tempted murder in this case.

Emerald reporter Felicity Ayles and the Associat-
ed Press contributed to this story

Students reflect on Kinkel’s fate

“He's just a kid and can

il “If he's clinically de-

| "l hate to sayit: | think he

“| agree with the sentenc-

school, freshman Kip Kinkel opens fire on the Thurston High School
cafeteria in Springfield with a semi-automatic rifle, killing two stu-
dents and his parents the night before.

9. April 20,1999 Eric Harris, 15. and Dylan Klebold, 17, open fire at
Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo., killing 15 students and in-
juring 20 students. The gunmen were also killed.

10 May 20, 1999: T.J. Solomon, 15, is accused of opening fire on his
classmates at Heritage High School in Conyers, Ga., injuring six students
before reportedly falling to his knees and surrendering in tears to an assis-
tant principal.

pressed or mentally ill,
sending him to a state
prison might not help
himatall."

still be reformed. Society
has to come up with a
I8 Detter way to deal with

| people like Kinkel. It's a
| problem with him but
also with society. Every-
| oneistoblame.”
Proteep Mallik
senior, physics

i deserves it. Maybe after
50 years he could be
 ready to return.”
Matthew Lieuallen
sophomore, political
science

ing. Based on his diary
entries, he wasn't crazy
and he wasn't hearing
voices. He just hated
gveryone, and that's not
insanity.”

4. Feb. 19, 1997: Evan Ramsey, 16, opens fire with a shotgun ina
commons area of his Bethel, Alaska high school. School principal
Ron Edwards and classmate Josh Palacious die in the attack, and
two other students are wounded. Authorities later accuse two other
| students of knowing the shootings would occur. Ramsey was sen-
tenced to two 99-year terms.

5. Oct. 1, 1997: In Pearl, Miss., 16-year-old Luke Woodham is ac-
cused of killing his mother and then going to school and shooting nine
students. The boy’s ex-girifriend was one of two students fatally shot.
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Theresa Majeres
sophomore, journalism

Authorities later accused six friends of conspiracy, saying the sus-

p?iaswars part of a group that practiced satanism. He is facing life in
prison. _ :

Josh Kogut
junior, physics

6. March 24, 1998: Students Mitchell Johnson, 13, and Andrew Gold-
en, 11, pull'a fire alarm to lure their teachers and classmates out of




