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Senior defensive tackle Caleb Smith gets a rare chance to carry the ball after the only interception of his career against Nevada. 

For the past five years, Caleb 
Smith has brought dedication 
and intelligence to the Oregon 

football team 

By Mirjam Swanson 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Meet 
Caleb Smith. 

Big dude, right? Six- 
foot-5,282 pounds. 
But that’s all relative. 

He’ll tell you himself. He’s small 
for a defensive lineman on a big- 
time Division 1-A college football 
team. 

So forget all the preconcep- 
tions. About size. About athletes. 
About intelligence. About peo- 
ple. 

And please, meet Buddy. 
“Buddy is a veteran,” Oregon 

head coach Mike Bellotti said. 
“He’s truly looked on as one of 
the leaders on this team. He’s like 
a coach on the field. 

He’s also much like a coach in 
how he responds to questions — 

dude can elaborate beautifully. 
Like this: 
“I don’t think we have any one 

guy on defense who everyone 
looks to in times of crisis,” Smith 
begins. “We all look to each other 
collectively, 'cause there are guys 
like myself, Peter Sirmon, 
Michael Fletcher, Brandon 
McLemore, Justin Wilcox, Terry 
Miller—you name it. When 
things are going bad, we don’t 
start point fingers, which can be 
very detrimental to your success. 
We don’t look for one guy to rally 
around. We just rally around each 
other because we’ve been here so 

long, we’re able to be open and 
honest with each other when 
stuff is going bad. We can look 
each other in the eye and say ‘All 
right, let’s pick it up 

Despite his penchant for articu- 
lation, Smith is unsure what he’ll 
be doing after he completes his 
graduate work in Oregon’s 
renowned Warsaw Sports Mar- 
keting program next year. 

He knows it will be something 
with sports. And with business. 
And, most definitely, with peo- 
ple. 

“He keeps it real,” junior cor- 
nerback Ryan Mitchell said. “He 
always lets you know what he’s 
thinking. That’s good, ‘cause a lot 
of people sit in the back and don’t 
let you know what’s up. Nothing 
gets done like that.” 

Be assured, Smith gets it done. 
Never one of the Ducks’ most 

spectacular player, Smith’s im- 
proved considerably in his five- 
year career. 

He’s already earned a degree in 
business administration, finish- 
ing his undergraduate studies 
with a cumulative grade point av- 

erage of 3.42. 
This year, he’s getting himself 

out of bed for 8 a.m. sports mar- 

keting classes. 
All that, and he said he’s the 

one who keeps things tidy at 
home, constantly cleaning up af- 
ter his teammates/ roommates. 

11 He keeps it real, he al- 
ways lets you know what 
he’s thinking. 

Ryan Mitchell 
junior cornerback // 

“I’m really tidy,” said, Smith, 
who arrived at Oregon from 
Vashon, Wash. “That’s probably 
pretty annoying to some of the 
guys, ‘cause I really like have 
things in order. It’s gotta be hard 
to relax when you have someone 

walking around the house pick- 
ing up.” 

He’s managed to pick up a few 
things on the field as well. So 
even though his teammates might 
not enjoy all of Smith’s living 
habits, they’re certainly more 
comfortable with his on-the-field 
routines. 

“He can play any position 
down there,” senior rover 
Michael Fletcher said. “He’s 
probably the most intelligent 
player that we have on the defen- 
sive line.” 

Those smarts helped Smith 
earn Pac-10 first-team all-acade- 
mic honors last season. 

“That means a lot,” he said. 
“Because for me, I know football 
is not gonna be carrying me be- 
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(Refreshments 
Fall Open House 

Friday, October 29 8:30 am to 5:30 pm at 

Q&albons 

Owners are 

UO alumni! 

(SLugmvrO&Gm? 
Located at 610 E. 13th & Patterson 

Come see the Jolly Halloween Pumpkin Design Show^. 
Call us at 485-3655 or 1-800-478-3655 

^www.ftd.com/eugenesflowerhome 
I§&; 

Our brunch menu has changed with the season! 

No Credit Hassles! 
Got One Get One 
of These? of These! 

Nokia 
5160 

Any Questions 

Call 736-DUCK 

Y$H 1 

w 657 W. Centennial Blvd, 97477 

Be part of an exciting internet company! 

needed: 

Campus Operations Manager 
• Earn great money 

• Excellent resume builder 

• Flexible schedule 

• Gain Management and Marketing experience 

apply online at www.versity.com 

email your resume to: jobs@versity.com 

fax your resume to 734/483-8460 

or call: 877/VERSITY ext.888 (837-7489) 
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