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aybe it's because he

got married in the off-

season.

Maybe it's because

he's gone from a 5-foot-9, 150-
pound golfer as a freshman in
high school to the Oregon foot-
ball team's defensive stalwart as
a senior in college.

Maybe it's because the Ducks
are coming off a big win at Ari-
zona and returning home to play
three of their final four games at
Autzen Stadium.

Whatever the reasons, life is
good for Peter Sirmon.

So good, in fact, that Sirmon
even sees a silver lining to the
torn pectoralis muscle that limit-
ed him to just 2 1/2 games as a ju-
nior last season.

“It affected me, looking back,
in a positive way,” said Sirmon, a
Butkus Award nominee at inside
linebacker. “Football was too
much a part of my life, and I
think I was humbled by getting

injured enough to look at where I
(541) 895-2174 W

“It's helped me this year to re-
ally appreciate football.”

And Oregon has no doubt ap-
preciated Sirmon's return.

“Peter Sirmon has been an out-
standing leader for us, an out-
standing football player, an out-
standing person,” head coach -
Mike Bellotti said. “He is a coach
on the field. His intelligence
about the game of football is out-
standing.”

That football IQ — which
makes Sirmon “the quarterback
of the defense,” according to
linebackers coach Bob Foster —
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is what Sirmon singles out as the
biggest difference between him
now and when he arrived at Ore-
gon out of Walla Walla (Wash.)
High School in 1995.

A safety and quarterback as a
prep, Sirmon redshirted that Cot-
ton Bowl season as he adjusted to
linebacker,

established himselfas one of the
Pacific-10 Conference’s best line-
backers.

Sirmon finished the season as
the conference’s leading tackler
with 115, including 17 for loss.

But then came heartbreak in
Sirmon's junior season. After 24
tackles in just 2 1/2 games, Sir-

were still undefeated?

“Idon't know if 1would've or
could’ve, but it would have been
nice to have had that opportuni-
ty,” Sirmon said.

Although Oregon suffered an-
other close defeat at the Rose
Bowl this season, Sirmon did get -
some measure of revenge for
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the “Gang Green” defenses.
Sirmon went on to make 70
tackles while starting five of 11

For the season, Sirmon paces
Oregon with 62 tackles and eight
tackles for loss. He ranks seventh
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